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As 1 am (leslrouR of be^^ning lh& new j&xr ^mSIf 
^ 1 shall devote this paper to the amice of my 
countrywomen, for whom I have so tender a c<^ 
cero, that I examine into their conduct with a UMI 
of parental vigilance and af&ctfon. 1 stncorely 
to approve, but kt the same time am determined td 
admonish and reprimand, whenever, for tbotr aakoii, 
1 may think it necessary* I wiU not, as far aa^aiio 
lies, suffer the errors of their minds to disgrace tlipo 
beautiful dwellings in which they are lodged ; ^ner 
will Y, on the other hand, silently and quietly aHoar 
the affectation and abuse of their persona to veflact 
contempt and ridicule upon their undoratandingi^ 
Native artieaa beauty iias long been the peonhir 
distinction of my fair fellow aimjeoU. Our^^oefe 
have loug sung tboir genuine lims smd roses, maijt 
our painters have long endeavoured, thou§^mvs|u, 
to imitate ttiem ; beautiful nature inockim all thei 
art. Hut 1 am now informed by persons of unqued 
tjoncil truth and sagacity, and indeed I Imve (4i 
served but too many instances of^ myself, that 
great number of tnoae inesdnimb^orfghials, by j 
strangeinversion of things, give thebe to their poets » 
and servilely copy ihmr pahitm; deghidrng gth 
disguising ilmmscaves into worse coplea of bm eo 
pies of themselves. It is even wbispeeed about lown^ 
of that excellent artist, Mr. Uottura, that he lately 
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a fine woman to draw her picture, alleging 
that he never copied any body's works but his own 
and God Almighty’s. ^ 

1 have taken great pains to inform myself of the 
growth and extent of this heinous crime of aelf- 
painting (I had almost given it a harder name) ; 
and 1 am sorry to say, that 1 have found it to he 
extremely epidemical* The present state of it, ^in 
Its several degrees, appears to be this. 

The inferior class of women, who always ape their 
betters, make use of a sort of rough-cast, little su- 
perior to the common lath and plaster, which comes 
very cheap, and can be afforded out of the casual 
profits of the evening. 

The class immediately above these, paint occa- 
sionally, either in size or oil, which at sixpence pet 
foot square, comes within a moderate weekly al- 
lowance. 

The generality of women of fasliion make use of 
a superfine stucco, or plaster of Paris highly glazed, 
which docs not require a daily renewal, and will, 
with some slight occasional repairs, last as long as 
their curls, and stand a pretty strong collision. 

As for the transcendent and divine pearl powder, 
with «n exquisite varnish superinduced to fix it, it 
is by no means common, but it is reserved for ladies 
not only of the first rank, but of the most consi- 
derable fortunes ; it being so very costly, that few 
pin-monw can keep a face in it, as a face of con- 
dition odPit to be kept. Perhaps the same number 
of pearls WWe, might be more acceptable to some 
lovers, than in powder upon the lady's face. 

1 would now fain undeceive my fair country-women 
of an error, which, gross as it is, they toofondly^ en- 
tertain. They flatter themselves that this artificial 
is not discoverable, or distinguishable from native 
white. But I beg leave to assure them, tlmt how- 
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ever well prepared the colour may bCi or however 
sl^iifu] the hand that lays it on» it is immediately 
discovered by the eye at a considerable distance, 
and by the nose upon a nearer approach ; and I over- 
heard the other day at the coffee-house captain 
Plielim McManus complaining, that when warm 
upon the face it had the most nauseous taste ima* 
ginable. 'fhus oftensive to three of the senses, it is 
not, probably, very inviting to a fourth. 

Talking upon this subject lately with a friend, he 
said, that in his opinion, a woman who painted 
white, gave the public a pledge of her chastity, by 
fortifying it with a wall, which she must be sure that 
no man would desire either to batter or scale. But 
I confess i did not agree with liiin as to the motive, 
tliough 1 did as to the consequences ; which are, I 
believe, in general, that they lose both operam et 
oleum. 1 have observed that many of the sagacious 
landlords of this great metropolis who let lodgings, 
do at the beginning of the winter new vamp, paint, 
and stucco the fronts of their houses, in order to 
catch the eyes of passengers, and engage lodgers. 
Now' to say the truth, 1 cannot help suspecting that 
this is rather the real motive of my fair country* 
women, when they thus incrust themselves. But 
alas ! those outward repairs will never tempt people 
to inquire vikhinn The cases are greatly different;, 
in the former they both adorn and preserve, in the 
latter they disgust and destroy. 

In order therefore tq put an effectual stop to this 
enormity, and save, as far as I am able, the native 
carnations, the eyes, the teeth, the breath, and the 
reputations of ray beautiful fellow-subjects, i here 
give notice, that if after one calendar month from 
the date hereof (I allow that time for theconsurap* 
lion of stock in hand) I shall receive 2ny authentic 
testimonies (and I have my spies abroad} of this 
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sopliistication and adulteration of the fairest works 
of nature, 1 am resolved to publish at full length t})p 
names of the delinquents. This may perhaps at first 
sight seem a bold measure : and actions of scandal 
and defamation may be thought of : but 1 go upon 
safe ground ; for before 1 took this resolution, 1 was 
determined to know all the worst possible conse- 
quences of it to myself, and therefore consulted one 
of the most eminent counsel in England, an old ac- 
quaintance and friend of mine, whose opinion 1 shall 
here most faithfully relate. 

When I had stated my case to him as clearly as I 
was able, he stroked his chin for some time, picked 
his nose, and hemmed thrice, in order to give me his 
very best opinion. * By publishing the names at 
full length ill your paper, 1 humbly conceive,’ said 
he, <that you avoid all the troublesome consequences 
of innuendoes. But the present question, if I appre- 
hend it right, seems to be, whether you may tnerc- 
by bt liable to any other action, or actions, which, 
for brevity sake, 1 will not here enumerate. Now 
by what occurs to me oli-hand, and without consult- 
iiig my books, 1 humbly apprehend that no action 
wm lie against you ; but, on the contrary, 1 do con- 
ceive, and indeed take upon me to affirm, that you 
may proceed against these crimiuals, for sucli 1 will 
be bold to call them, either by action or indict- 
ment: the crime being of a public and a heinous 
nature. Here it is not only the suppressio iierif 
wliich is highly penal, but the criwen falsi too. An 
action popmaVy or of quitamy M ould certainly He ; but 
however f should certainly prefer an indictment upon 
the statutes of forgci^, 2 Geo. II, chap. 2.5, and 7 
Geo. 11, chap. 22; for forgery, I maintain it, it is. 
Ulie fact, as you m'cU know, will be tried by a jury, 
of whom onc/noiety ^vill doubtless be plasterers ; so 
tliat it will unquestionably be found.' Here ray 
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counsel paused for some time, and hemmed pretty 
of|en ; however I remained silent, observing plainly 
by his countenance that he had not finished, but was 
thinking on. In a little time he resumed his dis- 
course. and said. < All things considered, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, I would advise you to bring your indictment 
upon the Black Acty 9 Geo. I, chap. IK?, which is a very 
hne penal statute.’ 1 confess 1 could not check the 
sudden impulse of surprise wliich this occasioned in 
me ; and interrupting him perhaps too hastily, 
* What, sir,* said 1, * indict a woman upon the Black 
Act for painting White ?* Here my counsel inter- 
rupting me in his turn, said with some warmth, 
‘ Mr. Filz* Adam, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you, like too many 
otlters, have not sufficiently considered all the bcau- 
ty, good sense, and solid reasoning of the law. The 
law, sir. let me tell you, abhors all refinements, sub- 
tleties, and quibblings upon words. What is black 
or white to the law ? Do you imagine that the law 
views colours by the rule of optics ? No. God forbid 
it should. The law makes black white, or white 
black, according to the rules of justice. The law 
considers the meaning, the intention, the (/uo animo 
of all actions, not their external modes. Here a 
woman disguises her face with white, as the Waltham 
people did with black, and with the same fraudulent 
and felonious intention. Though the colour he dif- 
ferent, the guilt is the same in the intcnchncnt of tliC 
law. It is felony without benefit of clergy, and the 
punishment is death.* As 1 perceived that iny 
friend had now done, I asked nis pardon for the 
improper interruption I had given him. owned my- 
self convinced, and offered him a fee, which he took 
by habit, but soon returned, bv reflection upon our 
lo^ acquaintance, and friendship. 

This 1 hope will be sufficient to make such of my 
fair country-women as are conscious of their guilt, 
B 3 
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seriously consider their dancer; though perhaps, 
from my natural lenity > I shall not proceed against 
them with the utmost rigour of the luw^ nor follow 
the example of the ingenious author of our last mu- 
sical drumai who strings up n whole row of Pene- 
lope’s maids of honour. I shall therefore content 
myself with publishing the names of the delinquents 
as above mentioned ; but others may possibly not 
have the same indulgence : and the law is open for 

I sliall conclude this paper with a word or two of 
serious advice to all my readers of all sorts and 
sexes. Let us follow nature; our honest and faith- 
ful guide, and be upon our guard against the Hat- 
Icring delusions of art. Nature may be helped and 
improved) but will not be forced or changed. All 
attempts in direct opposition to her, are attended 
with ridicule; many witli guilt. The woman to 
whom nature has denied beauty, in vain endeavours 
to make it liv art : as the man to whom nature has 
denied wit, becomes ridiculous by the affectation of 
it : they both defeat their own purposes, and arc in 
the case of the valetudinarian, who creates or in- 
creases his distempers by his remedies, and dies of 
his immoderate desire to live. 


106. THURSDAY, JAN. 9, 1755. 


Satis Sallust, 

Having received a letter of a very extraordinary 
nature, 1 think myself obliged to give it to the pub- 
lic, though 1 am afraid many of my readers may 
object to the terms art, of which 1 cannot divest 
it : but 1 shall moke no apology for what may any 
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way tend to the advancement of a science, which is 
i>o\v become so fashionable^ popular, and ilourish* 
in|. 

Mr. Fftz-Adam; 

As all sorts of persons arc at this present junc- 
ture desirous of becoming speakers; and as many 
of ihem, tliroiigh the neglect ol‘ parents or otlierwisc, 
have been totally ungrounded in the first principles 
or rudiments of rhetoric, 1 have with great pains and 
judgine!)t selected such particulars as may most im- 
mediately, and without huch rudiments, conduce to 
the perfection of that science, and which, ifduly at- 
tended to, will teach grown gentlemen to speak in 
public in so coinpleat a manner, that neither tiiey 
nor their audience sliall discover the want of an 
earlier application. 

I do not address myself to you like those who cor- 
respond with the daily papers, in order to puff off 
my expeditious method by referring ynu to the many 
persons of quality whom 1 have taught in foor-unu* 
twenty hours; I choose openly and fairly to submit 
my plan to your inspection, which will show you 
that 1 teach ratlier how to handle antagonists than 
argumenis. 

I distinguish what kind of man to cut with a 
syllogism, and whom to overwhelm with the soriter ; 
whom to ensnare with the crocodile, a/id whom ro 
hamper in the horns of the dilemma. Against the 
pert, young, bold asserter, I direct the a it um 
ad verecuntliam. This is frequently the most deci- 
sive argument that can be used in u populous as- 
sembly. If, for instance, a forward talker should 
advance that such an ancient poet is dull, you put 
him at once both to silence and shame, by saying, 
that Aristotle has commended him. If the dispute 
be about a Greek word^ and he pronouoces it to bo 
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inelegant, and never used by any author of credit^ 
you confound him by telling him it is in Aristoptia- 
ncs; aud you need not discover that it is in the 
mouth of a bird, a frog, or a Scythian who talks 
broken Greek. 

To explain niy ar^nmentiim ad ignorantiam (which 
appears to be of the least use, because it is only to 
be employed ag.iinst kvmode&i wan)^ let us suppose a 
person speaking with diffidence of some transaction 
on the continent : you may ask him with a sneer, 
I’ray, sir, were j/oz/ ever abroad'^ If he has related a 
fact from one of our American islands, you may as* 
sert he can know nothing of the affairs of that island, 
^or yoM x\}ere Imrn there ; and to prove his ignorance, 
ask him ivhal latitude it is in* 

In loquacious crowds, you will have much more 
frequent occasions for using my argumentum ad ko^ 
minem ; and the minute particulars into which men 
are led by egotism, will give you great advantages 
in pressing them with consequences drawn from 
their supposed principles. You may also take away 
the force of a man’s argument by concluding from 
some equivocal expression, that he is a Jacobite, a 
republican, a courtier, a methodist, a freethinker, or 
a jew. You may fling at his country, or profession: 
he talks like an apothecary* you believe him to be 
a tooth-drawer, or know that he is a taylor. This 
argument might be of great use at the bar in ex- 
amining witnesses, if the lawyers would not tliink it 
inconsistent with the dignity and politeness of their 
profession. 

By this sketch of my plan, you may see that my 
pupils may most properly be said to study men : and 
the principal thing 1 endeavour to teach them from 
that knowledge, is, the art of discovering the different 
strength of their competitors, so as to know when 
to answer, and when to fie by. And as I entirely 
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throw out of my system the argumentum ad judiciwn^ 
whigh, according to Wr. Locke, ‘ is the Us<iug of 
proofs drawn from any of the foundations of know- 
ledge/ there will be nothing in »ny academy that 
will have the least appearanc e ol* a school* and of 
consequence nothing to iiMhe a gentleman either 
afraid or ashamed of attending it. 

Inquire for A. 13. at the bur of the Bedford cof- 
fee-house. 

As the foregoing letter so fully explains itself, I 
shall take no other notice of it ; but in complaisance 
to my correspondent, shall throw together a few 
loose observations on our present numerous socie- 
ties for the propagation of eloquence. And here 
I cannot but please myself with the reflexion, that 
as dictionaries have been invented, by the help of 
which those who cannot sfudy may learn arts and 
sciences ; here is now found a rncLhod of teaching 
them to those who cannot read. 

These foundations are instituted in the very spi- 
rit of Lycurgus, who discountenanced all written 
law's, and established in iheir stead a system of po- 
licy called RHETRA, from its being spoken, which 
he ordered to be the daily subject of discourse, and 
ordained mixed assemblies for that end, where the 
young might be taught, by attending to the coa- 
vorsation of the old. 

In Turkey, where the majority of the inhabitants 
can neither write nor read, the charitable care (»f 
that considerate people has provided a method of 
compensating the want of those arts, and even the 
use of the press, by having a relay of narrators ready 
to be alternately elevated on a stool in every coffee- 
house, to supply the office of news-papers and pam- 
phlets to the Turkish quidnuncs and critics. 

Speech being the faculty which exalts man above 
the rest of the creation, we may consider eloquence 
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as the talent which gives him the most distinguislicd 
pre-eminence over bis own species: and yet Juwenal 
makes no scruple to declare, that it would have 
been better for Cicero, to have been a mere poet- 
taster, and for Di‘mosthenes to have worked under 
his father as a hbeksmuh, than to have frequented 
the schools of rhetoric. 

D/is tile atirersis genitus Jaicque sinistro^ 

Quern puter^ nr dent n massafutigine iippus, 

A Jornace ^ forcipthuif gladiosgue patante 
Incude^ ac iuUo Vulcano, ad Rhetora misit. 

I am glad to find thaf our bheksmiths and other 
artisans have a nobler way of thinking, and the 
spirit to do for themselves what the father of Demos- 
tncncs did for him. And 1 see this with the greater 
pleasure, as 1 hope 1 may consider the seminaries 
which are daily instituted as rising up in support of 
trutn, virtue and religion, against the libels of the 
press. It is not to be doubted but that we are safe 
on tlie side of oral argumentation, as no man can 
have ibc face to utter before witnesses such shame- 
ful doctrines as have too frequently appeared in 
anonymous pamphlets. If it should ever be objected 
that the frequency of such assemblies may possibly, 
in time, produce sophistry, quibbling, immorality 
and scepticism, because this was the case at Athens, 
so famous for its numerous schools of philosophy, 
where, as Milton says, 

Much of the S(ntl they talk, hut all awry ; 

And in thcmulves icek rir/ae, and to tl^nuelvet 
Ail glory arrogate^ to Gou give none: 

Rather acenitf kim under usual names. 

Fortune atHS Fate 

I answer, that these false doctrines of God and the 
soul were thus bandied about by a parcel of hea- 
thens, blind and ignorant at best, but for the greatest 
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part the most useless, idle and profligate members 
of the state ; and that it is not therefore to be ap* 

J irebended, in this enlightened that men of sober 

ives, and profitable professions, will run after so- 
phists, to waste their time, anti unhinge their faith 
and opinions. However, as the perverseness of hu- 
man nature is strange and uriaccountuble, if I should 
find tliese modern schools in any way to coritribute 
to the growth of infidelity or libertinism, 1 hereby 
give notice that I shall publicly retract my good 
opinion of them, notwithstanding all my pre]n).sse8- 
sions in favour of eloquence. 

Though the following letter is written with all the 
spleen and acrimony of a rival orator, f think my- 
self obliged, from the impartiality 1 observe to 
all my correspondents, to give it a place in this pa- 
per, ' 


Sir; 

As all intruders and interlopers are ever disagree- 
able to established professions, I am so incensed 
against some late pretenders to oratory, that though 
I daily fulminate my displeasure vxcathedju, I now 
apply to you for a more extensive proclamation of 
my resentment, 

1 have been for many years an orator of the 
STAGE itinerakt; and from iny earliest youth 
was bred under the auspices of Apollo, to those two 
beloved arts of that deity, physic, and eloucevol . 
not like these pretenders, who betray not only a de- 
ficiency of erudition, but also a most manifest want 
of generosity ; a virtue, which our professors have 
ever boasted. Universal benevolence is our funds • 
mental principle. Wc raise no poll-tax on oui 
hearers: our words arc gratuitous, like the air and 
light in which they are delivered. 1 have therefore 
no jealoosy of these mercenary spirits : my audi- 
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enccs have only been led aside by novelty ; they 
will soon grow weary of* such extoriioncr^i, and re- 
turn to the old stage. Hut the misfortune is, that 
these innovations have turned the head of a most 
necessary servant of mine, commonly known by tho 
name of Merry Andrew; and I must confess it gives 
me a real uneasiness, when one of his wit and part^ 
talks of setting up against me* 

Yours, 

C I Kcu M ro n a \ kol s. 


N* 107. THURSDAY, JAN. 1C, 1755. 


— Gra-cia mendox 

Audd in Mi^lortu Jov, 

As the French have lately inlroduccd an entire 
new method of writing history, and as it is to be 
presumed we shall be as ready to ape them in this, 
as in all other fashions ; I shall lay before the public 
a loose sketch of such rules as I have been able 
hastily to throw* together for present use, till some 
great and distinguished critic may have leisure to 
collect his ideas, and publish a more complete and 
regular system of the modern art of writing history. 

For the .sake of brevity 1 shall enter at once upon 
my subject, and address my instruction to the futUi e 
historian* 

Remember to prefix a long preface to your his* 
tory, in which you willliave a right to say whatever 
comes into your head ; for all that relates to your 
history may with propriety be admitted, and all that 
is foreign to the purpose may claim a place in it, 
because it is a prcrace* It will be sufficient there- 
fore if I give you only a hint upon the oecuhioo. 
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which ii'vou mani^e with dexterity^ or ratlier auda- 
city, will stand you in great stead. 

Be sure you seize every opportunity of introdur - 
jng tiic most extravagant commendations of 'J aci- 
tus ; but be careful how you enter too minutely into 
any particulars you may have heard of that writer, 
for fear of discovering that you have milu heard ol 
them. The safest way will be to keep to tlic old cus- 
tom of abusing all other historians, and vilifyin/^ 
them in comparison of him. But in the execution 
of this, let me entreat you to do a little violence to 
your modesty, by avoiding every insinuation that 
may set him an inch above yourself. 

Before you enter upon the work, it will be neces- 
sary to (h'vest yourself entirely of all regard for 
truth. To conquer this jprejudice, may perhaps cobt 
you some pains; but till you have eflcctually over- 
come it, you will find innumerable diiUcultics con- 
tinually obtruding themselves to thwart your design 
of writing an entertaining history tn the roodcru 
taste. 

The next thing is, to find out some shrewd reason 
for rejecting nil such authentic papers as are come 
to light since the period you are writing of was 
considered ; for if you cannot cleverly keep clear of 
them, you will be obliged to make use of them ; and 
then your performance may be called dull and dry ; 
which is a censure you ought as carefully to avoi<h 
as to contend for that famous com]tliinent which 
was paid the author of the history of Charles ihc 
Twelfth, by his most illustrfdus natron, who is him- 
self an historian, Pius beau que la verit(> 

I am aivare of the maxim of Polybius, * that history 
void of truth, is an empty shadow/ But the motto of 
this paper may serve to convict that dogmatist of 
singularity, by showing that his own countrymen 
disavowed his pretended, taapioverb. 



Though wo may allow truth to the first historian of 
any particular a^ra> the nature of things rcquir^^s 
that truth must gradually recode, in proportion to 
the frequency of treating the same period ; or else 
the last hand would be absolutely precluded from 
every advantage of novelty. It is fit therefore that 
we modernize the maxim of Polybius, by substitut- 
ing the word wrr in the place of truth ; but as all 
writers are not blessed with a ready store of wit, it 
may be necessary to lay down some other rules for 
the compiling of history, in which it is expedient 
that wc avau ourselves of all the artifices which 
either have been, or may be made use of, to sur- 
prise, charm, sadden, or' confound the mind of the 
reader. 

In treating of times that have been often written 
upon, tlwre can lie no such thing as absolute no* 
velty ; therefore the only method to be taken in such 
cases is, to give every occurrence a new turn. You 
may take the side of Philip of Macedon against De- 
mosthenes and the obstinate republicans ; and you 
will have many instances to show how wantonly 
whole seas of blood have been died for die sake of 
those two infatuating sounds, liberty, and reli- 
i«ioN. It was a lucky hit of an English biographer, 
that of writing the vindication and panegyric of 
Richard the third : and 1 would advise you to attempt 
something of the same nature. For instance. You 
may undertake to show the unreasonableness of our 
high opinion of <^ueen Elizabeth, and our false no- 
tions of the happiness of her government. For as 
to lives and characters, you have one principal rule 
to observe ; and that Is, to derate the bad, and de- 
preciate the good. But in writing the characters of 
others, always kc^ your own (if you have any va- 
lue for it) m view ; and never allow to any great 
personage a virtue which you either feel the want 
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of, or a notorious disregard for. You may question 
the moral character of Socrates, the cnastity of 
Cyrus, the constancy of the martyra, the piety and 
sincerity of the reformers, the braveiy of Cromwell, 
and the military talents of king William ; and you 
need never fear the finding authorities to support 
you in any detraction, among the writers of anec- 
dotes ; since Dion Cassius, a grave historian, has 
confidently asserted that Cicero prostituted his 
w'ifc, trained up his son in drunkenness, committed 
incest with his daughter, and lived in adultery with 
Ceroliia. 

1 come next to ornaments ; under which head I 
consider sentences, prodigies, digressions, and de- 
scriptions. On the two first I shall not detain you, 
as it will bo sufficient to recommend a free use oi 
them, and to be new, if you can. Of digressions 
you may make the greatest use, by calling them to 
3 ^Qur aid wdienevcr you arc at a fault. If you want 
to swell your history to a folio, and have only mat- 
ter for an octavo (suppose, for example, it were the 
story of Alexander) you may enter into an inquiry 
of what that adventurer would have done, if he had 
not been poisoned ; whether his conquests, or Kouly 
Khan's, were the most extraordinary : what wopld 
have been the consequence of his inarching west- 
ward ; and whether he would have beat the duke of 
Marlborough. You may also introduce in this )>lace 
a dissertation upon fire-arms, or the art of fortifi- 
cation. In descriptions, you must not be sparing, 
but outgo every thing thafedbas been attempted be- 
fore you. Let your battles be the most bloody, 
your sieges tlic most obstinate, your castles the most 
impregnable, yoiir commanders the most consum- 
mate, and their soldiers the most intrepid. In de- 
scribing a sea-fight, let the enemy's fieet be tlio 
most numerous, and their ships the largest that ever 
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were known. Do not scruple lo burn a thousand 
ships, and turn their crews Iialf'Scorched into the 
sea ; there let them survive a while by swimming, 
that you may have an opportunity of jamming them 
between their own and the cmemys vessels; and 
when you liave gone through tlie dreadful distresses 
of the action, conclude by blowing up llie admiral's 
ow n ship, and scattering officers of great birth and 
bravery in the air, in the sacking of a town, mur- 
der ail the old men atul young claldrcn in the cru- 
ellest inunuer, and in the most sacred retreats. De- 
vise some ingenious insults on the modesty of ma- 
trons. Havihh a great number of virgins, and see 
that they arc all in the height of beauty and purity 
of innocence. When you have fired all the houses, 
and cut the throats of ten times the number of in- 
habitants they contained, exercise all manner of 
barbarity on the dead bodies. And that you may 
extend the scene of misery, let some escape, but all 
naked. I'ear their uncovered limbs ; cut their feet 
for want of shoes ; harden the hearts of the peasnnt< 
against them, iuid arm the elements with unuauui 
rigour for their persecution : drench them with rain, 
benumb them with frost, and terrify them with thun- 
der and lightning. 

If in writing voyages and travels you have occa- 
sion to send messengers through an uninhabited 
country, do not be over«tender or scrupulous how 
you treat them. You may stop them at rivers, and 
drown all their servants and horses : infest them with 
fleas, lice, and musquitoes, and when they have 
been eaten sufficiently with these vermin, you may 
starve them to a desire of eating one anotner ; and 
>r you think it will be an ornament to your history, 
c en cast the lots, and set them to dinner. But if 
you do this, you must take care that the savage 
chief ro whom they are sent, does not treat them 
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with man’s flesh : because it will be no novelty : J 
would rather advise you to alter the bill of fare to 
an elephant, a rhinoceros, or an alligator. The 
king and his court will of course be drinking out of 
human skulls; but what sort of liquor you must fill 
them with, to surprise an Kuropean, 1 must own 1 
cannot conceive. In treating of the Indian man- 
ners and customs, you may make a long chapter of 
their conjuring, their idolatrous ceremonies, and 
superstitions; which will give you a fair opportu- 
nity of saying something smart on the religion of 
your own country. On their marriages you cannot 
dwell too long; it is a pleasing subject, and always, 
in those countries, leads topolj’gamy, which will af' 
ford occasion for reflections moral and entertain- 
ing. When your messengers have their audience 
of the king, you may as well drop the business they 
went upon, and take notice only of his civilities 
and politeness in offering to them the choice of all 
the beauties of his court ; by which you will make 
them amends for all the difliculties you have led 
them into. 

I cannot promise you much success in the speeches 
of your savages, unless it were possible to hit upon 
some bolder figures and metaphors than those which 
have been so ftequently used. In the speeches of a 
civilized people, insert whatever may serve to dis« 
play your own learning, judgment, or wit ; and let 
no mans low extraction be a restraint on the ad- 
vantages of your education. If in an harangue of 
Wat Tyler, a quotation from (he classics should 
come in pat, or in a speech of Muley Moluch a 
sentence from Mr. Locke, let no consideration de- 
prive your history of such ornaments. 

To conclude, 1 would advise you in general not to 
be sparing of your specdies, mther in number or 
length ; and if you also take care to add a proper 
c3 
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quantity of reflections, your work will be greedily 
bought up by all members of oratories, reasoning 
societies, and other talkrtive assemblies of tliis most 
eloquent nietropoli.s. 


Nn08. THURSDAY, JANUARY 1755. 


Ildi. fit decednt ? (iiws ego homines f/furri, n/r/i in hor incidt 

Tickiio ad Atnci m 

1 HAVE generally observed when a man is talking 
of his country*hou&e, that the iirst question usually 
asked him is, * Are you in a good neighbourhood T 
Trom the frequency of this inquiry one would be 
apt tu imagine that the principal happiness of n 
country life was generally understood to result from 
the neighbourhood : yet whoever attends to the an* 
&wcr commonly made to this question, will be of a 
contrary opinion. Ask it of a lady, and you will he 
aurc to hear her exclaim, ‘ Thunk God ! wx have 
no neighbours I* which may serve to convince you 
that you have paid your court very ill, iu supposing 
that a woman of fashion can endure the insipid con* 
versation of a country neighbourhood. TJie man of 
fortune 'considers every inYerior neighbour as an in- 
truder on his sport, and quarrels witlt him for kill- 
ing that game, with which hii very servants arc 
cloyed, if his neighbour be an equal, he is of con* 
sequence more averse to him, as being in perpetual 
contest with him as a rival. His sense of a supc* 
rior may be learnt from those repeated advertise- 
ments, which ever}' body must have olmrved in the 
public papers, recommending a house upon sale, for 
|oeing ton miles distant from a lord. The humourist 
hides tiimself from fais neighbour; the man of 
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arrogance despises him ; the modest man i$ afraid of 
him; and the penurious considers a lenj^th of unin*- 
habited fen as the best secarity for hts beef and 
ale. 

If wc trace this spirit to its source, vve shall lind 
it to proceed parti)' from pride and envy, ami partly 
from tlK‘ high opinion that men arc apt to entertain 
of their own little clans or societies, whicli the liv- 
ing in large cities tends greatly to increase, and 
which is always accompanied with a contempt for 
those who happen to be strangers to such sdcietieSt 
and consequently, a general prejudice against the 
The truth of the matter is, tliat per- 
sons I NK NOW N are, for that very reason, persons 
that we have no desire to know, 

A man of a sociable di>posilion, upon coming 
into an inn, inquires of the landlord what com- 
pany he has in the house : the landlord tells him, 
‘ There is a fellow of a college, a lieutcant of a 
man of war, a lawyer, a merchant, and l)ie captain 
in quarters to which lie never fails to add, * and 
1 dare say, sir, that any of them will be very glad 
of your company knowing that men drink more 
together than wlicn alone. Have you nobody 
else r says the guest sullenly. ‘ \\c have nobo<ly 
else, sir.' * Then get me my supper as fast as you 
^an, and I’ll go to bed.* The same behaviour »is 
practised by each of these gentlemen in his turn; 
and for no other reason, than that none of the com- 
pany happens to be either of his profession or ac- 
quaintance. 

But it ivc look with the least degree of wonder at 
tlic manner in which the greatest part of mankind 
behave to strangers, it should astonish us to sec 
how they treat those whom they are intimately ac- 
quainted with, and whom they rank under the sa- 
ri cd titles of neighbours and friends. Yet such is 



20 


WORLD. 


N® 10^. 


the malignity of human nature, that the smallest 
foible, tlte most venial madverteneyf or the slightest 
infirmity, shall generally occasion contempt, hatred, 
or ridicule, in those very persons who ought to be 
the foremost to conceal or palliate such failings. 
Death, accident, robbery, and ruin, instead of ex- 
citing compassion, arc only considered as the great 
sources of amusement to a neighbourhood. Does 
any disgrace bcfal a family ? The tongues and pens 
of all their acquaintance are instantly emplo^^^ed to 
disperse it through the kingdom. Nor is their ala- 
crity in divulging the misfortunes of a neighbour at 
all more remarkable than their humanitv in ac- 
counting for tliein. They arc sure to ascrioe every 
trivial evil to his folly, and every great one to his 
vices. But these are slight instances of malevo- 
lence ; your true neighbour’s spleen is never effectu- 
ally roused but by prosperity. An unexpected suc- 
cession to a large fortune ; the discovery of a mine 
upon your estate; a prize in the lottery ; but most 
ot all, a fortunate marriage, shall employ the ma- 
lice and invention of a neighbourhood for years to- 
gether. 

Envy is ingenious, and will sometimes find out 
the prettiest conceits imaginable, to serve her pur- 
poses : yet it is observable, that she delights chiefly 
in contradiction. If you excel in any of the ele- 
gant arts, she pronounces at once that you have no 
taste ; if in wit, you are dull ; if you live in apparent 
harmony with ^our wife and fiimily, she is sure you 
are unhappy ; if in affluence or splendor, she knows 
that you are a beggar. It must indeed be confessed 
that envy docs meet with great provocations ; and 
there are people in the world, who take extraordi- 
nary pains to appear much more happy, rich, vir- 
, juous, and considerable, than they really are: but, 
the other hand, were they to take equal care to 
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avoid such appearances, they would not be able ab- 
solutely to escape her rancour. 

1 was entertained last suminer by a friend in the 
country, who seemed to have formed very just 
ideas of a neighbourhood. This gentleman had a 
considerable estate Icfl him, which he had little 
reason to expect ; and having no particular passion 
to gratify, it was indiflbrciit to him how he disposed 
of this large addition to his income. He had no 
desire of popularity, but had a very great dislike to 
an ill name ; which made him altogether as anxious 
to screen himself from detraction, as others arc to 
acquire applause. i>ome weeks passed away in 
that eomnion dilemma into whicli an increase of 
fortune throws every thinking man, who knows that 
by hoarding up he must become the aversion, and 
by squandering the contempt of all his neighbours. 
J3ui disliking the appearance of parsimony more 
than extravagancy, lie proposed laying out a consi- 
derable sum all at once, upon rebuilding his house : 
but that design was soon over-ruled by the consi- 
deration that it would be said he had destroyed a 
very convenient mansion, for the sake of erecting a 
showy outside. lie next determineil to now-inodel 
his gardens, from an opinion that he should oblige 
all sorts of peoplct by affording bread to the indus- 
trious, and pleasant walk» to the idle : but recol- 
lecting that in the natural beauties of his groun.f-s 
he had great advantages over the old gardens of his 
neighbours, and from thence knowing that he inu^t 
become the object of their spleen and abuse, he 
laid aside also that invidious design. In the same 
manner he was obliged to reject every proposal of 
expense, that might in any way be considered as a 
monument of superiority ; therefore, to avoid the 
other censure of penuriousness, he resolved at last 
to procure the^best cook that could be had for 
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money* From that time he has taken no thought but 
to equip himself and hi^ attendants in the plainest 
mariner, keeping religiously to the sole expense of 
a constant good table* and avoiding in that, as well 
08 in every thing eUe, whatever has tlie least ap- 
pearance of ostentation. Thus has he made him- 
self inoffensively remarkable, and, what was the 
great point of his life, escaped detraction ; except- 
ing only that a certain dignified widow, who had 
been originally house-keeper to her late husband, 
takes occiiAion frequently to declare, she does not 
care to dine with him, because the dishes are so ill 
served up, and so tasteless, that she can never 
make a dinner. 

1 know not how to close this subject more pru-^ 
perly than by sketching out the characters of what 
arc called ooon and b.\d NEiOHBouns. 

A ooon NtcroiiuoiR rs one, who having no at- 
tention to the affair?, of his own family, nor any al- 
lotment for his time, ivS ready to dispose of it to any 
of his acquaintance, wdio desire him to hunt, shoot, 
dance, drink, or play at cards with them; who 
thinks the civilities he receives in one house no re- 
striction upon his tongue in another, where he 
makes himself welcome by exposing the foibles or 
misfortunes of those he last visited, and lives in a 
constant round of betcaying and lessening one 
family or another. 

A BAD NEHiHRora is he who retires into the 
country, from having been fatigued with business, 
or tired with crowds ; who from a punctilio in good 
breeding, does not show himself forward in accept- 
ing of the visits of all about him, conscious of his 
love of quiet, and fearing lest Im should be thought 
tardy in his returns of civility. His desire of being 
alone with his family, procures him the character of 
rcseiTcd and morose ; and his candid endeavours to 
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explain away the maUcious turn of a tale, that of 
contradictory and disagreeable. Thus vmdicating 
every one behind hia back, and consequently 
ing every one to hib face, he subjects Jiijnself to the 
personal dislike of all, without inuking one friend 
to defend him. 

If after this it be asked, what are the duties of 
neighbourhood ? I answer in the words of Mr. Ad- 
dison, in that iDcom|>arab)e essay of his on tlte em- 
ployment of time. ‘ 'I’o advise the ignor<int, relieve 
the needy, comfort the afflicted, are duties that fall 
in our way almost every day of our lives. A man 
has frequent opportunities of mitigating the fierce- 
ness of a party; of tloin^ justice to the character of 
a deserving man; of softening the envious, quieting 
the angry, and rectifying the prejudiced ; which are 
all of them ctnployments suited to a reasonable na- 
ture, and bring great satUfaction to the perbon who 
can busy himself in them with discretion.* 

I have always, considered the ninety-third Specta- 
tor, from whence the foregoing passage is taken, as 
the most valuable lenson of that eminent moralist ; 
because a due observance of the excellent plan of 
life, which he has there delineated, can never fail 
to make men uapx^y and ooon nkighbolrs. 


S'* 109. THURSDAY, JANUARY fW, 1 75/5, 

To Mr. Fit2:-Ada.m. 

SlE; 

A LONDON gentleman and his lady, who are dis- 
tant relations, as well as old acquaintance, did my 
wife and me the favour to spend some days with us 
last summer in tbe country. We took the usual 
methods to make their time pass agreeably ; car- 
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ricd them to all tim Gothic and Chinese houses in 
the neighbourhood ; and embraced ail opportuni- 
ties of procuring venison, fish, and game for them : 
which last, by the way, it has been no easy matter 
to come in for since the association. 

At their leaving us, they were so obliging as to 
say, their visit had gone oft* very pleasantly, and 
hoped we would return it, by coining to see them 
in town. Accordingly, the mornings growing foggy, 
the evenings long, and (his invitation running in 
our heads, wc resolved to accept it : and arriving 
in town about the middle of November last, we 
fixed ourselves in lodgings near our friends, intend- 
ing to breakfast, dine and sup with them, for the 
most part, <iuring our stay in town. But will you 
believe me, Mr. Fiiz- Adam ? we never were more 
surprised in all our lives, than at receiving a card 
the morning after our arrival (which 1 think was 
the 18th of November) from the lady of the family 
wc came to visit, invitiu;;; us to play at cards with 
her oil the 128th of next March. thought at 
first that it must be a mistake for the 2Sth of No- 
vt'tnber ; but upon consulting our landlady, she in- 
formed us that such invitations w'ere very usual and 
that, as wc were well acquainted with the family, 
the lady had probably appointed the lirst day she 
was ilisengaged. 

As my wile and I seldom play at cards, except 
at C'hristbias, we tiiouffht it scarce worth our while 
to wail for a game till almost Whitsuntide, and 
therefore very prudently t,et out the next day for 
Wie country ; from whence I believe we shall be in 
MO great haste to pay a second visit to our friends 
ii\ town. I am, Sin, 

Your very humble servatUy 

HtMeuKEY Cn aaiys. 
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Mr. Fitz-Adam; 

1 live so niucli in the world* and so entirely for 
?he world* that the very name of your Paper se- 
cured me for one of your constant readers. But 
really if your periodical World continues to con* 
tradict the &f'au nionde as much as it has done in 
two or three essays relating to us women, 1 shall 
tliink your sentiments fitter for the man of the 
Moon, than the man of the Would, 

\ little while ago you were pleased to be- ex- 
tremely out of humour at the nakedness of our 
necks; and now in your paper N® KVi, you are 
ct]ually oftended at our covering our faces. What 
a capi icious mun you are I I apprehend, sir, that a 
certain f]uantity of nakedness has always been al- 
lowed us ; and 1 know of no law that confines it to 
any particular part of our persons. If therefore we 
choose CO stucco over our faces, you ought in reason 
to allow us to exhibit a little more of our necks and 
shoulders. 

Her sagacious majesty, queen Elizabeth, conscious 
of a bad complexion, and fearing that a brown 
neck, though right royal, might excite less admira- 
tion than the undignified alabaster of the meanest 
of her subjects, chose that they should conceal what 
herself could not equal, under innumerable folds of 
lawn and paint ; a piece of envious cruelty, which 
(notwithstanding your sex have been pleased to c( ; 
lebrate her as the guardian of English liberty) must 
make her appear to ours little better than a tyrant, 
for having imprisoned so much British beauty lit a 
dungeon where not the smallest spark of light co ^ td 
bretut in upon any part of it. The face indetMl <vr43 
still left visible by that envious queen, which is at 
present almost the only part of our attractions that 
we have thought proper to cover. You ought 
therefore to consideri when you find with our 
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Open necksr that our faces are plastered over ; and 
instead of complaints against our covered laces, you 
should rest satisfied with the ample amends we 
make you by our other discoveries. 

1 am, St a, 

Your true ftiend^ and faithful counsellor^ 

I'AUUILLA. 


Sill: 

I h;ivc willi great seriousness and attention read 
over the Woklo of the 2d of this month, M’hieh 
shows me my complexion in so very ditferent a 
light from that in Mhich my looking-glass has re- 
presented it, that I should instantly lay aside the 
roses and lilies 1 have purchased, and content my- 
self with the skin wherewith nature has thought fit 
to cover me, if it were not for a very material con- 
sideration. The truth is, that [ am to be married 
iu a few days to a geiiilcman, whose fortune is 
above any hopes 1 could have conceived, while in 
my natural sallowness; and who I find has been 
principally attracted by the splendor of my com- 
plexion. But you may depend on rny resigning it 
all after the first month of my marriage. You can- 
not surely, Mr. l'itz< Adam, be so cruel as to deny a 
bride the happiness of the honey-moon: by that 
time, perhaps, my husband maybe pretty imiiffcrent 
whether I am brown or fair : if not, a change of 
complexion is no cause for a divorce, either by the 
ancient canons, or the late marriage act ; so you 
know, sir, his approbation is of no great conse- 
quence to 

Your coristant reader^ 

Matilda. 

Sir ; 

To persuade your sex that black is white lias 
been the darJing wish and constant endeavour oi 



loy. 


WORLD* 


in 


ours ; but we have never eucceeded litemlW in this 
art| till we knew how to paint ourselves: I am 
therefore as much surprised that a man of your 
sense should expect to make tis give up so desira- 
ble a power, us that you should wish to do it. 

Flavc not the sex in all ages, both in prose and 
verse, lamented tiu? short duration of the liiii‘s mul 
roses that bloom on a fair skin i I have seen it set 
forth in such aflecting strains, as have drawn tears 
from me when a girl of eighteen, from having felt it 
with all the bitterness of prophetic sadness. Can 
there be a nohh^r invention than this, which sub- 
stitutes so durable a hloum in the place of those 
transient colours, which fade ulmost es fast as the 
flower to which th(?y arc compared ? This eternal 
spring of beauty ia surely the peculiar blesM*ttg of 
Inc present age. A man might now reflect with- 
out terror on un antediluvian marriage, since his 
wife after five or six hundred years of wedlock, 
niiglit be as blooming u$ on her bridal-day. Time 
is the grt?atest enemy to the pleasures of us mortals : 
how glorious then is* the victory, when we can baffle 
him in a point in which he ]iaj> bitbertu exerted his 
most cruel tyranny ! 

1 suppose your next attack will be upon the new 
lustre that our necks have acquired by the same 
art; an improvement which cannot, in my humble * 
opinion, be loo much admired. I remembiT when 
women with the whitest necks had such an odious 
clearness in their skins, that you might almost see 
the blood circulate through their veins ; an amusing 
spectacle indeed for a philosopher, and such per- 
haps as might give doctor Harvey the first hint of 
the discoveries he afterwards made : but surely it 
could be no very agreeable sight to a person of any 
dclicacv, when compared with the present resplen- 
dent wfute which every neck exhibits. Good ffesh 
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and blood is a phrase very well suited to a miik* 
maid ; hut I fancy a woman of fashion would chouse 
to excite sublimer ideas: and indeed our sex could 
never so properly assume the title of goddesseM^ 
now that we have laid aside so much of Uic rustic 
ap[)earai)ce of mere mortal women. 

1 am, SiH, 

Ytiur humble servanl, 

Bllinua. 


Sir; 

I like the intention of your paper upon face* 
painting so well, that 1 shall readily comply witli 
It, and return to the complexion that nature has 
bestowed upon me (which you .must know is an 
olive) if you can persuade others to do the same. 
But who could boar to be the sliade to an assembly, 
dazzling bright with borrowed lilies, to look like the 
corner of tlic moon in an eclipse? Indeed it is im- 
possible for me to bring myself to such an excess of 
fortitude. An olive is a good sort of complexion 
for a wit, but a vile one for a beauty ; the title for 
which we women universally long ; while iJiat of 
wit is only the last resource of our vanity, when 
nature or age denies us all {iretensions to the 
other. 

Go on and prosper, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; reduce us 
again to our natural colour; and you shall find L 
%vil] not be the last, though 1 cannot bear to be the 
first that shall comply. 

Your ma&i devoted^ 
Olivia Blasciu , 
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NMIO. SATURDAY, FEB. 5, 1755- 


Uao atulso ncn rirficet alter 

Aureui, ct siitiili J'nmdescU wtiallo, Viro. 

'riioLT.if J have htudied the ways of men with the 
•strictest application for many years, 1 must ingenu- 
ously conres.s iny inability to dive into the secrets of 
or.f particular society, the members of «hich, by 
their superior capacities, have hitherto invelopcd 
themselves in an inipenefrahle cloud of mystery. 
Kvery body -must have observed, th.it in all public 
places in this kingdom there arc swarms of adven- 
turers, who neither derive any possessions from 
provident ancestors, nor arc of any profession, yet 
who figure most splendidly both in the great and 
small world, to the amazement of all who know 
tlieiii. The only answ*er I could ever obtain, when 
I have inquired how Mr. Such-a-one, a member of 
tliis society lived, was, The Lord knows. Whicli an- 
swer one would think should imply, tliat Hk xvho 
feedeih the raven Sy and clotheih the lilies of the Jield^ 
had thus plentifully provided for them, impercepti- 
ble to the eyes of other mortals. But as the lives of 
these gentlemen seem to claim no such inciu%ence 
from Heaven, I should have entertained a very com- 
plaisant opinion of them, if the legislature, by the 
repeal of the Witch act, had not taught me to believe 
that our intercourse with the devil was at an end. 
In the midst of my doubts, the following letter gave 
me perfect satisfaction : 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam* 

SfR ; 

About ten years ago the public was entertained 
n 3 
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with a very fanciful performance, intituled Uervvp- 
fUS Redmvu/i, or thr. Stt^ra's triumph over old age and 
the grave, I he iiij^enious author m<>ue.^tiy 

aeU out with showing the possibility of a man's ex- 
tending the plan of iife to a longer space than he 
generally now enjoys, hv inhaling tlie salubrious 
breath of unpolluted virgins; yet by degrees, ahnost 
imperceptible to tlie reader, he slides into tiio her- 
metic |)lulosophy, of whicii he i-i an enlliusmstie ad- 
mirer, and becomes, before the conclusion of his 
book, as thorough a believer in the power of the 
axoNK and lmvcksal s:l]VIk, if ho had l>een 
personally pre^ent wlicn an adept had made projec- 
tion. lie introduces several most surprising stories 
concerning philosoplicrs, who being skilled in the 
aremnutn, lived for three or four centuries in the 
most unimpaired vigour both of mind anil body. 
But as llte most enviable state of huinsn felicity is 
imperfect, though these sagos were musterH of that 
omnipotent metal, which can make kimves honest, 
blockheads wits, and cowards heroes ; which yields 
in the established commerce of the world, all the 
necessaries, emoluments, and luxuries of life, and 
almost deifies its possessors, they w^ere frequently 
neccssifateil to leau the lives of vagabonds, and to 
skulk front the observation of raankiod in the darkest 
shades of obscurity. 

Among many other surprising stories, he gives an 
account of a stranger who some time ago resided at 
Venice. It was very remarkable, he says, that this 
roan, though he lived in the utmost affluence and 
splendor, was unacquainted with any person belong- 
ing to the city before he came thither ; that he fol- 
lowed no trade or merchandise ; that he had no pro- 
perty in the common funds of the state; nor ever 
received any remittance from abroad : yet abounded 
in wealth, tdl an accident, whidt he relates, drove 
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Jiim from Italy, from whence he suddenly disap- 
peared, and no mortal ever learnt from what place 
he came, or whither he went 

If this man was an Hermetic philosopher in pos- 
session of the great secret, as the author insinuates, 
1 am inclined to tliink, from a similarity of circum- 
stances, that wc liave at this very time a great num- 
ber of that sect in this metropolis, who, for the good 
of the nation, make gold at their pleasure. I have 
had the happiness of an acquaintance with several 
of these great men, who, without uny visible means 
of livelihood, have shone forth with tincomroon lustre 
for u time, and then, to the regret of crowds "of tay- 
lors, wooUen-drapers. Iace>men, mercers, milliners, 
dec. have suddenly disappeared, and nobody ever 
knew the place of their retirement. This speedy 
retreat 1 attribute to their fears lost the state should 
discover from what source their wealth arose, aed 
force them hy its power to prohtitute fo sacred and 
inestimable a science to tlie destructive views of 
ambition. 

It has been observed of several r)f these philoso- 
phers, tliat they have pretended to be of some lu- 
crative profession or employment, in order, as is 
supposea, to shelter themselves from the prying 
eyes of certain individuals, who arc apt, Irom i know 
not what old-fashioned notion, to regard very coolly 
those persons, who being in possession of no lands 
or chattels by inheritance, arc unconnected with 
society, and do not lend a helping hand in supply- 
ing something to the real or imaginary wants of 
mankind. Many have affected to be thought the 
heirs of rich uncles or aunts in the country, from 
whom they were supplied wiUi the comfortable suf- 
ftciencies for genteel life: while others have insinu- 
ated by their friends, that somebody has left them 
i^oMLTHiNG soMi;wH£K!::: and 80 leigued that they 
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lived (as honest people phrase \i) their means. 
But before inquiry could be made into those means 
(if I may liave leave to borrow a scripture expres* 
sion) theif mnt hence^ and were no more seen. 

I remember a few years ago, there was a particular 
cofiee-liouse about (fovent-garden, much frequented 
In these adoptfii which a friend of mine, a man of 
wit and Iiurnour, used ludicrously to call the an« 
NCAi. coffee-house, us the same face was seldom ob- 
served to HLow there a second time. But of late 
they have been cautious oi' raising any suspicion by 
Rssenihling in too great numbers together, and arc 
therefore dispt?rsed through all the coffee-houses in 
this idle and genteel part of the city. 

I would not be understood, from any thing 1 have 
said, to infer tliat none of this respectable sect 
ever take op their fixed residence in town; for 1 
have known several and their families who have 
constantly dwelt here, and who, to the astonishment 
of the whole circle of their acquaintance, have lived 
for twenty years together in great splendor and 
luxury, spent every year as much as tneir original 
principal fortune amounted to, and still flourish oa 
in tiic same manner. 

Every one in high life must, 1 dare say, have ob- 
served. that no people live so well as those whom 
the world pronounces to be ruined. 1 have known 
many of those nuixEo persons, both peers and 
commoners, riot in cver}^ luxury and extravagance, 
wliiio the haiiglity owners of thousands of unmort- 
gaged acres have repined and sickened at their su- 
perior enjoyments. In short, such has been my as- 
hocintion of ideas of late, that when 1 hear any man 
pronounced iuined, 1 immediately conclude, by 
that expression, that he has been admitted by the 
fraternity into the inestimable secret of the Her- 
metic piulosophy. 
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But however desirous ttic possessors of Oils 
KtKsT sciKNce may be of appearing to draw their 
^ub8istence from the common and vulgar supplies of 
land, trade, stocks^ or professions, rather than have 
it suspected from whence their mjfterious financt's 
arise, yet such numbers no^r abound of all rankt^ 
and conditions, that the government, 1 am told, be- 
gins to entertain an idea, or, as the vulgar phrase it, 
to have an inkling of the matter. Indeed I am greutiy 
Kur[»risod that the aifair yvaa not found out sooner ; 
tor it is niathemntically demonstrable, that if Great 
Britain and Ireland were large enough to hold aH 
the boasted possessions of these nominal land* 
owners, the dominions of hts present Majesty would 
exceed the bluster of a Spanish title, and be larger 
than the four quarters of the globe joined together. 
But here let me stop, and not endeavour to reveal 
more of that science, which is destined by fate to 
remain a secret from all but the truly initiated ; 
lest by farther profane babbling, the present sons of 
Hekmes should take umbrage, and transfer the 
unspeakable advantages that accrue to society 
from their presence, to lands of more faith and less 
curiosity. 1 could wi^h therefore that the adinhii- 
stration would suppress farther inr|uiries about these 
afiairs, and he contented, like honest plain trades- 
men, who grow rich they cannot tell how, to re- 
ceive that inundation of wealth which flows !>o nr- 
acrountabiy into the kingdom, without troubling 
their repose by an over great solicitude to know the 
source it springs from ; for fear, like fairy favours, 
the blessing should be snatched from the land, for 
the unpardonable crime of endeavouring 16 satisfy a 
prohibited curiosity. 

I am, Sir, 

Vowr irmi obedient humble servant, 

A. 
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It is very well known that religion and politics arc 
perfectly understood by every body, as they require 
neither study nor experience. All people therefore 
decide peremptorily, though often variously upon 
both. 

All sects, severally sure of being in the right, in- 
timate at least, if not denounce, damnation to those 
who differ from them, in points so clear, so plain, 
and so obvious. On the other hand, the inhdel, 
not Ics.s an cntlmsiast than any of them Ttliough 
upon his own principles he cannot damn, because 
he knows to demonstration that there is no future 
state) would very gladly hang, ai hypocrites or 
fools, the whole body of belie\crs. 

In politics the sects are os various and as warm : 
and what seems very extraordinary, is, that those 
who have studied ihetu the most, and experienced 
them the longest, always know them the least. 
Every administration is in the wrong, though they 
have the clue and secret of business in their hands ; 
and not less than six millions of their fellow subjects 
(for I only except very young children) are willing 
and able to disrover, censure, reform, and correct 
their errors, and put them in the right way. 

These conhidorations, among many others, deter- 
mined me originally not to meddle with religion or 
politics, in which I could i.ot instruct, and upon 
which I thought it not decent to trifle. 

Entertainment alone must be the object of an 
bumble weekly author of a sheet and a half. A cer- 
tain degree of bulk is absolutely necessary for a cer- 
tain degree of dignity either in man or book. A 
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syf^tem of ethics, to be respected as it ought, re- 
fjiiircs at least a q^uarto ; and even moral essays can* 
not decently, and with utility, appear in less than a 
thick octavo. But should 1, in iny ignoble state of 
a fugitive sheet and a half, presume with a grave face 
to censure folly, or with an angry one to lash vice, 
the porter of every welhbrcd family in town would 
have onlers to deny me ; and 1 should forfeit my 
place at the breakfast-table, where now, to my great 
honour and cniohunent, 1 am pretty generally 
served up. But if by the introduction of that wit 
and humour, which 1 believe even my enemies roust 
allow me, I can without oUcnce to the piditer part of 
reatlers, slide in any useful moral, 1 will not neglect 
the opportunity; for I will he witty whenever 1 can, 
and instructive whenever ! dare; and when iny 
scattered leaves shall, like the Sybils, come to bo 
collected, I believe, 1 may without vanity assert, 
that they will be, at least, as good oracles. 

But in this design too i am aware of JilTiculties, 
little inferior to those which discouraged me frooi 
meddling with religion and politics : for every body 
has wit and humour, and many have more of both 
than they, or at least their friends, know what to do 
with. As they arc gifts of nature, not to be ac- 

3 uircd by art, who is there thit thinks himself so 
isinherited by nature as not to have some share of 
them^ Nay, those (if such there arc) who are mo- 
dest enough to think themselves cut otT with a shil- 
ling, husband that twelvepcnce with care, and fru- 
gally spend their penny upon occasion, a» sly wags, 
and dry jokers. 

In this universal profusion, this prodigious plenty 
of wit and humour, 1 cannot help aistrustinjg a little 
the success, though by no means the merit of my 
own ; for i have interior conviction that no man in 
England has so much. But tastes are various, aud 
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tlie rnaiket is giultt tl. However, 1 sliould hope, 
that iity canditl readers will have the same regard 
for niy opinion, which they have for most of the 
opinio^^ thL‘y entertain; that ih, that they v\ill take 
it upon trust, especially as they have it /row tin 
f/enlirman X oivti mouth, 

I’he belter to take my measures for tlie 1‘ufiire. I 
have tMuleavoiircd to trace the progress and leccp- 
tiun of my paper through the several classes of its 
readers. 

In fainilit'S of conditum, it is first received by the 
porter, who yawning, just casts his lialf-open eyes 
upon it; for it comes out so early as between ten 
and eleven ; but finding neitlicr the politics nor the 
casualties of the week in it, throws it aside, and 
takes up in its stead a daily news- paper, in whicli 
all those niatlors are related willi truth and per* 
spicuity. 

From thence it is sent up to Mrs. Betty, to lay 
upon the breakfast-table. She receives it in pretty 
much the same manner, finds it deficient in point of 
news, and lays it down in exelmngc for the Daily- 
Advertiser, when she turns with iniputicMice to the 
advertisements, to see what invitations are thrown 
out by single gentlemen of undoubted characters, to 
agreeable young women of unblemished reputations, 
to become eitlier their wives or their companions. 
And, by a prudent forecast, she particularly attenda 
to the premiums so frequently offered, for a fine 
wholesome breast of milk. 

Whet; it is introduced into rov lady’s dressing- 
room, it undergoes a severer exammation : for if my 
lord and lady ever meet, it is then and there. The 
youngest, probably, of the young ladies is appointed 
to read it aloud, to use her to read at sight. If my 
lord, who is a judge of wit as well as of property in 
the last resorti gives a favourable nod, aud says, u is 
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nril niough io-datf ; nay lady, wlio docs not care to 
contradict him in trifles, pronounces it tobcc/^arw- 
ihv. lUit ii* unfortunately iwy lord, with an air of 
distaste, calls it poor stuff; my lady discovers it to 
be horrihtif Huptd, The young faiuiljy* arc uuani- 
nnmsly ot opinion, that the nature of Adam Titz- 
Adain is a very comical one, and inquire into the 
meaning of tlie gh)be iu the frontispiece; hy which 
(jfnny bod} could tell them), they might get ii 
pretty notion of* geography. 

In families ef an inferior class, I inert with a 
fuller, tlunigh perlnips nrt a more favourable trial. 
My merits and denu rit.s ire freely discu***>ed. Some 
think me t4»o gravi*, otlu rs tnlling. Flie mi»'tress or 
the house, thougli ^he detects scandal, wishes, for 
example's sake only, that I would draw the cha- 
racters, and exjiose the intrigues of lh(‘ fine folks. 
'Ihe master wonders that I do not give the niinis- 
ter.s a rap ; and concludes lliat 1 receive hush- 
money. I5ut all agree in saying, facetiously and 
pleasantly enough, that The Wt)UJ.i) iloe.>» not in- 
Ibrrn tliem how 'Hie World goes. Tins is followed 
hy many other han nwis, equally ingenious, alluding 
to tlie title of my paper, and worth at least the two- 
pence a week that it co'^ts. 

In the city (for my paper has made its way to 
that end of the town, upon the supposition of its 
being a fashionable one in this) I am received and 
<‘on.sidered in a diflerent light. All my general re- 
flections upon the vices or the follies of the age, 
arc, by the ladies, supposed to be K veiled at par- 
ticular persons, or at least discovered to be very ap- 
plicable to such and such of the quality. They 
arc also thouglit to be xcri/ pat to several of their 
own neighbours and acquaintances; and shrewd hints 
of the kind greatly embellish tlie conversation of the 
evening. Trie graver and more frugal part of that 
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opulent metropolis, who do not theniseivcs buv, but 
borrow my paper of those who tlo, complain that, 
though there is generally room sulficlent ut the end 
of the laril page, 1 never insert the price of stocks, 
jior of goods at Hcar-key. And they are every one 
oi' them astonisiied how certain transactions of the 
court of aldennen on one hand, and of the com- 
inon-coimcil on the other, can possibly escape my 
animadversion, since it is ioipui^biblc that they can 
have escaped my knowledge. 

Such are the cen.'.n.es and diiliculti»*.> to which a 
poor weekly author is exposed. However 1 liave 
the jdeasurc, and soinetlfing more than tlic pica 
sure, t)l' finding that two thousand of my papers 
are circulated weekly. This number exceeds the 
largest that was ever printed even of the Spectators, 
winch in no other rcspivts do I prelr^nd to equal. 
Such extraordinary .success would be sullicient to 
flutter the vanity of a goo<l author, and to turn the 
head of a bad one. But 1 prudently check atid stifle 
those growing si'iitimcnts in my own breast, by 
reflecting upon other circuiustances that tend to 
iny humiliation. 1 must confess that the pre^cnt 
fashion of curling the hair bus proved exceeding 
favourable to me : and perhaps the quality of iny 
pa[)cr, as it happens to be peculiarly adapted to that 
purpose, may cuntribule, more than its merit, to the 
sale of it. A head that has taken a right iTcnch 
turn, requires, as 1 am assured, fourseore curls in 
distinct papers, and those curls must be renewed as 
often as the head is combed, which i.t perhaps once 
a month. Four of niy papers nre sullicient for that 
purpose, and amount only to eight pence, which is 
very little more than what the same quantity of 
pluLii paper would cost. Taking it therciorc ail tO' 
gether, it seems not inconsistent with good eco- 
nomy to purchase it at so small a price. Tiiis rc« 
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flection mortify me as an aut)»or, hut on tli« 

other iund, sclt-iovc, which is ingenious in availing 
of the slightest favourable circumstances, com- 
forts me with the thougiit, tliat, of the prodigious 
liumbcT of daily and weekly papers that are now 
published, mine is perhaps tiie unJy one that is ulti- 
instely applied to tlie head. 


115> Tin ‘RSDAV, FKB. 5>0, 1755. 


A LM£ noble author lias most justly and ilc- 
gamly defined ci sum to he, 7'Ae resuii ofthcpan- 
i^tom and ptY)udia\\ of tnani/^ and of the drsigns of a 
few ; the ape ofreuf^nn^ who usurps her .vrat, excrcwr.r 
her ^ouv'r» and is obctfcd hy mankind in her Head, 

'J his definition enables us to account for the va» 
lions absurd and wicked customs which have se- 
verally and .successively prevailed in all ages and 
countries, and also for tho.se which/ unfortunately 
prevail in this ; for they may all he traced tip to 
the passvifis and prejudices the many, and the dc^ 
static of a few. 

It is certain, however, that there has not been a 
time wlien the jircrogative of human reason was 
more freely asserted, nor errors and prejudices 
more ably attacked and exposed by the best writers, 
than now. But may not the principle of fn({uiry 
and detection be carried too far, or at least made 
too general ^ And should not a prudent discrimi- 
nation of cases be attended to ? 

A prejudice is by no means necessarily (though 
generally thought so) an error. On the contrary, 
it may be a most unquestioned truth, though it he 
siill a prejudice in those, who, without any ex- 
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aminatiorit take it upon tru8t| and entertain it by 
habit. 

There arc even some prejudicts, founded upon 
error, ivhich ought to be connived at, or j^rhaps 
encouraged ; their cd'ects being more beneficial to 
Bocicty, than their detection can possibly be. 

Human reason, even when improved by know- 
ledge, and undisturbed by the passions, is not an 
infallible, though it is our best guide : but Liniin- 
proved by knowledge, and udultcnucd by passion, 
It becomes the most dangerous one : constituting 
obstinate wrongdteadedness, and dignifying, nay, 
almost sanctifying error. 

The bulk of mankind have neither leisure nor 
knowledge sufficient to reason right : why then 
should they be taught to reason at all ? Will not 
honest instinct prompt, and wholesome prejudices 
guide them much better than half reasoning ^ 

The power of the magistrate to punish bad, and 
the authority of those of superior rank to set gootl 
examples, properly exerted, would probably be of 
more diffusive advantage to society, than the most 
learned theological, philosophical, uiotal and casuis* 
tical dissertations. As for instance : 

An honest cobicr in his stall, thinks and calls 
himself a good honest protestant ; and, if he lives at 
the city end of the town, probably goes to his pa- 
rish church on Sundays. Would it be lionest, 
would it be wise, to say to this cobler. * I'riend, 
YOU only think yourself a member of the church of 
iBngland ; but m reality you are not one, since you 
are only so from habit and prejudice, not from ex- 
aminaiion and reflection. But study the ablest 
controversial writers of the popish and reformed 
churches i read Bellarmine, Chillingworih, and ^til- 
lingfleet, and then you may justly call yourself, 
what in truth you arc not sow, a protestant/ 
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Should our mender of shoes follow this advice 
(which { hope he would not) a useful cohler would 
most certainly be lost, in a useless polemic, and a 
scurvy logician. 

It would be just the same thing in morals. Our 
cohler received from his parents that best and 
shortest of alt Christian and moral precepts, do ns 
ifou would he done by : lie adopted it without much 
examination, and scrupulously practised it in ge- 
neral, though with souie^ few exceptions perhafis in 
his own trade. ])ut should some philosopher, for 
the advancement of truth and knowledge, assure 
this cohler, ‘ That his honesty was mere prejudice 
and habit, because he had never sufficiently coa- 
sidcred the relation and htnrss of things, nor con- 
templated the beauty of virtue ; but that if be 
would carefully study the ( haractcristics, the Mo- 
ral philosopher, and thirty or forty volumes more 
upon that subject, lie might then, and not till then, 
justly cull hiniscif an honest roan what would be- 
come of the honesty of the cobler after this useful 
discovery, I do not know; but this J very well 
know, that lie should no longer be my cobJer. 

I shall borrow him in two instances more, and 
then leave him to his honest, useful, bomeapuii 
prejudices, which half-knowledge and Jess reason- 
ing will, 1 hope, never tempt him to lay aside. 

My cobler is also a politiciun. He reads the first 
news-papers he can get, desirous to be irifonued of 
the state of affairs ih Europe, and of the street rob- 
beries in London. He has not, 1 pr<^ume, ana- 
lysed the interests of the respective countries of 
Europe, nor deeply considered those of his own : , 
still less is he systcmaticaliy informed of the po- 
litical duties of a citizen and a subject. But his 
heart and his habits supply those defects. He glows 
with zeal for the honour and prosperity of old Euj;- 
E 3 
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land ; he will tight for it, if there be occasion, and 
drink to it perhaps a little too often, and too much. 
However, is it not to be wished that there were in 
this country six millions of such honest and zea- 
lous, though uninformod citizens ? 

All these unretiectccl and unexarnined opinions 
of our colder, though prejudices in him, are in 
thcin&clves undoubted and demonstrable truths, 
and ought therefore to be cherished even in their 
coniscBt dress. But 1 shall now give an instance 
of a common prejudice in this country, which is 
the result of error, and which yet 1 believe no man 
in his senses uuld desire shouid be exposed or re- 
moved. 

Our honest coblcr is thoroughly coiwlnced, ns his 
forefathers were for many centuries, that one Eng- 
lishman can bent three iTcnchmen ; and in that 
persuasion, he would by no means decline the ttia). 
Now, though in n.y own private opinion, tieduc«‘d 
from phy^-ical principles, 1 arn apt to believe that 
one Kngi^^lllnan could heat no more than two 
I'renclnmn of cqvial strength and size with liim- 
self, 1 should however be very unwilling to unde- 
ceive him of that useful and sanguine error, which 
certainly made his countrymen triumph in the fields 
of Poictiers and Occy. 

But there ore prejudices of a very difTerent na- 
ture from these; prejudices not only founded on 
original error, but that gave birth and sanction to 
the most absurd, extravagant, impious and immoral 
customs. 

Honour, that sacred name, whicli ought to mean 
the spirit, the supererogation of virtue, is, by cus- 
tom, profaned, reduced, and shrunk to mean only a 
readiness to fight a duel upon either a real or nu 
imaginary affront, and not to dieat at play. No 
vices nor immoralities whatsoever blast ibis &sluon- 
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able character, but rather^ on the contrary, clij[;nify 
and adorn it : ''and what should banish a man troni 
all society, recoininends liim in general to tlie best. 
He may, with groat honour, starve the tradesmen, 
who by their industry supply not only his wants, 
but his luxury. Ho may debauch his Iriend's wite, 
daughter, cr sister ; he may, in short, undoubtedly 
gratify every appetite, passion, smd interest, and 
scatter desolation round him, it he be but ready for 
single combat, and u scrupulous observer of ulLthc 
moral obligations of n gamester. 

These arc the prejudices for wit to ridicule, for 
satire to lash, for the rigour of the law to punish, 
nnd (which would be the most efti efiial of all) for 
fashion to discounlenancc and prohcribc. And 
these shall in their turns be the subjects of some 
future pnpers. 


113. THURSDAY, FKH. ^7, 1755. 

The custom of ouKCMst; is most evidently the 
remit of (lie pasmns of the wav if ^ avd of the tlesiirns 
of a fevo ; but here lire definition stops ; since, far 
from being the ape of reason, it prevails in open de- 
fiance of it. It IS the manifest ofispring of barbarity 
and folly, a monstrous births and distinguished by , 
the most shocking and ridiculous marks of both its 
parents. 

I would not willingl}* give offence to the politer 

E art of my readers, whom 1 acknowledge to be my 
pst customers, and therefore 1 will not so much as 
hint at tlie impiety of this practice ; nor will I la- 
bour to show how repugnant it is to instinct, reason, 
and every moral and social obligation, even to the 
fashionable JUnm of things. Viewed on the crirai- 
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nal side* it excites horror; on the absurd side, it is 
an inexhaustible fund of ridicule. The Guilt Itas 
been considered and exposed by abler pens than 
mine, and indeed ought to be censured with more 
dignity, than a fugitive weekly paper can pretend 
to: 1 shall therefore content myself with ridiculing 
the Folly of it. 

The ancients most certainly have had very im- 
perfect notions of honour, for they liad none of 
DUELLING. One reads, it is true, of murders 
committed every now and then among the (ireeks 
and Romans, prompted only by interest or revenge, 
and performed without the least Attic politeness, or 
Homan urbanity. No letters of gentle invitation 
were sent to any man to come and have his throat 
cut the next morning ; and we may observe that 
Milo hud not the common decency to give CModius, 
the most profligate of men, the most dangerous of 
citizens, and his own inveterate enemy, an equal 
chance of destroying him. 

This delicacy of sentiment, this refinement of 
manners, was reserved for the politer Goths, Visi- 
goths, Ostrogoths, Vandals, &c. to introduce, culti- 
vate, and establish, I must confess that they have 
generally been considered as barbarous nations; 
and to be sure there are some circumstances which 
seem to favour that opinion. They made open war 
upon Learning, and gave no quarter even to the 
iTioouments of arts and sciences. Rut then it must 
be owned, on the other hand, that upon tliose ruins, 
they established the honourable and noble science 
of HOMICIDE, dignified, exalted, and ascertained 
TRUE honour, worshipped it as their deity, and 
sacrificed to it hecatombs of human victims. 

In those happy days, honour, that is, single 
combat, was the great and unerring test of civil 
rights^ moral actions, and sound doctrines. It was 
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sanctified by the church ; and the churchmen were 
occasionally allowed the honour and pleasure of 
it: for wc read of many instances of duels be- 
tween Men and Priests. Nay, it was, without ap- 
peal, the infallible te^ of female chastity. If a 
princess, or any lady of distinction was suspected of 
a little incontiiicncy, some brave champion, who 
was commonly privy to, or perhaps the author of it, 
stood forth in her deience, and asserted her inno- 
cence with the point of his sword or lance. If by 
his activity, skill, strength, and courage, he mitr- 
dered the accuser, the lady was spotless ; but if her 
champion fell, her guilt was manifest. This licroic 
gallantry in defence of the fair, 1 presume, occa- 
sioned that association of ideas (otherwise seem- 
ingly unrclalii^e to each other) of the brave and 
the FAIR : for indeed in those days it behoved a 
lady, who had the least regard for her reputation, 
to choose a lover of uncommon activity, strength, 
and courage. This notion, as I am well assured, 
still prevails in many reputable families about Co- 
vent-garden, where the brave in the kitchen, arq 
always within call of the fair in the first or second 
floor. 

By this summary method of proceeding, the 
quibbles, the delays, and the expense of the law, 
were avoided, and the troublesome shackles of the 
gospel knocked off ; uoxoi/n ruling in their stead. 
To prove the utility and justice of this method, I 
cannot help mentioning a very extraordinary duel 
between a man of distinction and a dog, in the year 
1371, in presence of king Charles the fifth of France. 
Both the relation and the print of this duel are to 
be found in father Montfaucon. 

A gentleman of the court was supposed to have 
murdered another, who had been missing for some 
days. This suspicion arose from the mute testi- 
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mony of the absent personas dog, a large Irish grey- 
hound, who with uncommon rage attacked this sup- 
posed murderer wherever he met him. As he was 
a gentleman, and a man of very nice honour (though 
by the way he really bad murdered the man) he 
could not bear lying under so dishonourable a sus- 
picion, and therefore applied to the king for leave to 
justify his innocence by single combat with the said 
dog. The king, being a great lover of justice, 
granted his suit, ordered lists to be made ready, 
appointed the time and named the weapons. The 
gentleman was to have an offensive club in his 
hand, the dog a defensive tub to resort to occa- 
sionally. The Irish greyhound willing met this 
fair inviter at the time and place appointed ; for it 
has always been observable of that particular breed, 
that they have an uncommon alacrity at single com- 
bat. They fought ; the dog prevailed, and almost 
killed the honourable gentleman, who had then the 
honour to confess his guilt, and of being hanged for 
it in a few days. 

When letters, arts, and sciences revived in 
Europe, the science uf-HoMiciDK w^as farther cul- 
tivated and improved. If on the one hand, it lost 
a little of the extent of its jurisdiction, on the 
other, it acquired great precision, clearness, and 
beauty, by the care and pains of the very best Ita- 
lian and Spanish authors, who reduced it into a 
regular body, and dclighed the world with their 
admirable codes, digests, pandects, and reports, 
(fclh cavallerescoy in some hundreds of volumes. 
Almost all possible cases of Honour were consi- 
dered ai;^4 sitated ; two-and-thirty different sorts of 
lies word distinguished; and the adequate satisfac- 
tion necessary tor each, was with great solidity and 
precision ascertained. A kick with a thin shoe was 
declared more injurious to honour (though not to 
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painful to the part kicked) than a kick with a tiuck 
^hoe ; and in short, a thousand other discoveries of 
the like nature, equally beneficial to society, were 
communicated to the world in those voluminous 
treasures of Honolr. 

In the present degenerate age, these fundamental 
laws of Honour arc exploded and ridiculed; and 
single combat thought a very uncertain, and even 
unjust decision of civil property, female chastity, 
and criminal accusations, but I would humbly ask, 
why ? Is not single combat as just a decision of.any 
other tiling whatsoever, as it is of veracity, the case 
to which it is now in a manner confined ? 1 am of 
opinion that there are more men in the w'orld who 
lie and fight too, than there are who will lie and 
not fight ; because I believe there are more men in 
the world who have, than who want courage. But 
if fighting is the test of veracity, my readers of con- 
dition will I hope pardon me, when I say, that niy 
future inquiries and researches after trutii, shall be 
altogether confined to the three regiments of guards. 

There is one reason indeed which makes me sus- 
pect that a DUEL may not always be the infallible 
criterion of veracity, and that is, that the comba- 
tants very rarely meet upon equal terms. I b('g 
leave to state a case, which may very probably, n^<d 
not even unfrequentiy happep, and which yet is 
not provided for, nor even mentioned in the In- 
stitutes OF Honour. 

A very lean, slender, active young fellow of great 
HONOUR, weighing perhaps not quite twelve stone, 
and who has from his youth taken lessons of Homi- 
cide from a murder- master, has, or thinks he has, 
a point of honour to discuss with an um^ieldly, fat, 
middle-aged gentleman, of nice honour likewise, 
weighing four-and-twenty stone, and who in his 
youth may not possibly have bad die same com- 
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iiiendable appljcation to the noble science of Ho- 
micide. The lean gentleman sends a very civil 
letter to the fat one, inviting him to conic and be 
killed by him the next morning in Hyde-park. 
Should the fat gentleman accept this invitation, and 
waddle to the place appointed, he goes to in- 
evitable slaughter. Now upon this state of the 
case, might not the fat gentleman, consistent witli 
the rules of jionouk, return the folloi^ing answer 
to the invitation of the lean one ? 

• Sin ; 

‘ I find by your letter that you do me the justice 
to believe that I have the true notions of honour 
that become a gentleman ; and 1 hope 1 shall never 
give you reason to change your opinion. As I en- 
tertain the same opinion of you, 1 must suppose 
that you will not desire that we should meet upon 
very unequal terms, which must be the case were 
we to meet to-morrow. At present I unfortunate- 
ly weigh four-iind-twenty stone, and 1 guess that 
you do not exceed twelve- From this circum- 
stance singly, I am doubly the mark that you arc ; 
but besides this, you are active, and I am unwieldy. 
I therefore propose to you, that from this day for- 
wards, we severally endeavour by all possible 
means, you to fatten, and I to waste, till w'e can 
meet at the medium of eighteen stone. 1 will lose 
no time on my part, being impatient to prove to 
you that I am not quite unworthy of the good opi- 
nion which you arc pleased to express of, 

Sir*, your very humble servant. 

P. S. I believe it may not be amiss for us to 
communicate to each other from time to lime, our 
gradations of increase or decrease, towards the de- 
sired medium, in which 1 presume, two or three 
ounds more or lesa on either side, ought not to 
e considered.’ 
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ThiS) among hiany other cases that 1 could ‘men- 
tion, sufficiently proves, not ouly the expediency, 
but the necessity of restoring, revising, and perhaps 
adding to the practice, rules and statutes of single 
combat, as it flourished in the iifleenih and six- 
teenth centuries. I grant that it would probably 
make the common law useless ; but little, trifling, 
and private interests ought not to stand in the way 
of great, public, and national advantages. 


N“114. THURSDAY, MARCH G, 1755. 

The notion of Biuth, as it is commonly called 
and established by custom, is also the manifest re* 
sulS of the pejudiccs of the wmwy, and of the designs 
q/'a fetVn ll is liie child of Pride and Polly, coupled 
together by that industrious pander Self-love. It is 
surely the strongest instance, and the weakest prop 
of human vanity. If it means any thing, it means 
a long lineal descent from a founder, whose indus- 
try or good fortune, whose merit, or perhaps whose 
guilt, has enabled his posterity to live useless to 
society, and to transmit to theirs their pride and 
their patrimony. However, this extravagant no- 
tion, this chimerical advantage, tlie effect of blind 
chance, where prudence and option cannot ever? 
pretend toliave the least share, is that P'ly which, 
by a kind of Egyptian superstition. Custom all over 
Europe has deified, and at whose tawdry shrine 
good st^nse, good manners, and good nature arc 
daily sacrifleed. 

The vulgar distinction between people of birth 
and people of no birth will probably puzzle the 
critics and antiguarians of the thirtieth or fortieth 
centuries, when in their judicious or laborious re- 
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searches into the customs and manners of these 
present times, they shall have reason to supose^ 
that in the sixteenth^ sevtntoc^itlj, and eighteenth 
centuries, the island of (ircat Britain was inhabited 
by two sorts of people, some rorn, but the much 
greater number unrorn. The fact will appear so 
incredible^ that it will certainly be believed ; the only 
difficulty will be how to account for it; and that, 
as it commonly does, will engross the attention of 
the learned. The case of Cadmus's men, will 
doubtless be urged .is u case in point, to prove the 
possibility of the thing; and the truth of it will be 
confirmed by the records of the university of Ox- 
ford, where it will appear that an unborn person, 
called for tliat reason Terrev Filiust annually en- 
tertained that university with an oration in the 
theatre. 

1 therefore take with pleasure this opportunity of 
explaining and clearing up this difficulty to my 
remotest successors in the republic of letters, by 
giving thorn the true meaning of the several expres- 
sions of CtRfat iurtii, noble birth, birth, and 

NO BTHTH AT ALL. 

Great and illustrious birth is ascertained and 
authenticated by a pedigree carefully preserved in 
the family, which takes at least an hour’s time to 
unroll, and wdien unrolled, discloses twenty inter- 
marriages of valiant and puissant Geoffreys and Hil- 
debrands, witli as many chaste and piouB Blanches 
and Mauds, before the conquest, not without here 
and there a dash of the PJantagenets. But if unfor- 
tunately the insolent worms should have devoured 
the pedigree as well as the persons of the Dlustrious 
fuinily, that defect may be supplied by the authen- 
tic records of the herald’s office, that inestimable 
repository of good sense and useful knowledge. If 
this CHEAT BIRTH is graced with 'a peerage, so 
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much the better; but if not, it is no great matter; 
for being so solid a good in itself, it ivaiits no bor- 
rowed advantages, and is unquestionably the most 
pleasing sentiment that a truly generous mind is 
capable of feeling. 

Noble birth implies only a peerage in the family. 
Ancestors are by no means necessary for this kind 
of birth ; the patent is the midwife of it, and the 
very first descent is noble. The family arms, how- 
ever modern, are dignitied by the coronet and 
mantle ; but the fiimily livery is sometimes, for very 
good reasons, laid aside. 

Birth, singly, and without an epithet, extends, I 
cannot positively say how far, but negatively, it stops 
where useful arts and industry begin. Merchants, 
tradesmen, yeomen, farmers, and ploughmen, are 
not BORN, or at least, in so mean a way us not to 
deserve that name; and it is perhaps for that rea- 
son that their mothers are said to be delivered, rather 
than brought to bed of them. But baronets, knights, 
and esquires have the honour of being cork. 

1 must confess that before I got the key to this fa- 
shionable language, 1 was a good deal puzzled mysdf 
with the distinction between birth, and no birth ; 
and having no other guide than my own weak reason, 

1 mistook the matter most grossly. I foolishly ima- * 
^ined that tvelUborn^ meant born with a sound mind 
in a sound body ; a healthy, strong constitution, join- 
ed to a good heart and a good understanding. But I 
never suspected that it could possibly mean the 
shrivelled tasteless fruit of an old genealogical tree. 

I communicated ray doubts, and applied for infor- 
mation to my late worthy and curious friend, the 
celebrated Mrs. Kennon, whose valuable collection 
of fossils and minerals lately sold, sufficiently proves 
her skill and researches in the roost recondite parts 
of nature. She, with that frankness and humanity 
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which were natural to her, assured me that it was 
all a vulgar error, in which however the nobility and 
gentry prided tliemselves : but that in truth she had 
never observed the children of the ejuaiity to be 
wholesom^T and stronger than others, but rather 
the contrary : which difibrence she imputed to 
certain causes, which 1 shall not here specify. This 
natural (and, I dare say, ,to the best of her obser- 
vation, true) account confirmed mein my former 
philosophical error. But still not thoroughly 
satisfied with it, and thinking l|tat there must be 
something more in what was so universally valued, 
1 determined to get some farther information, by 
addressing myself to a person of vast, immense, 
prodigious BiUTif,and descended regilms^ with 
whom 1 imve the honour of being acquainted. As 
he expatiates willingly upon that subject, it was 
very es/sy for me to set him a going upon it, inso- 
much, that upon some few doubts which I humbly 
suggested to Jjim, he spoke to me in the following 
manner : 

* [believe, Mr. Fitz<-Adam. You are not (for no- 
body is) ignorant of the antiquity of niy family, 
which by authentic records I can trace up to king 
Alfred, some of whose blood runs at this moment 
. in my veins : and 1 will not conceal from you that 
1 find infinite inward comfort and satisfaction in tlmt 
rencction. Let people of ko bikth laugh as much 
ns they please at these notions ; they are not ima- 
ginary ; they are real ; they are solid ; and whoever 
is WELL BoiiN, is glad that he is so. A merchant, 
a tradesman, a yeoman, a famcr, and such sort of 
people, may perliaps have common honesty and 
vulgar virtues ; but take my word for it, the more 
refined and generous sentiments of honour, courage, 
and magnanimity, can only flow in ancient and no- 
ble blood. What ^lall animate a tradesman or 
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mcan^bom man to any great and heroic virtues? 
Shall it be the examples of his ancestors ? He has 
none. Or shall it be that impure blood that rather 
stagnates than circulates in his veins? No; ancient 
BIRTH and NOBLE BLOOD are the only true sources 
of great virtues. This truth appears even among 
brutes, who we observe never degenerate, except 
in cases of mis-alliances with their inferiors. Are 
not the pedigrees of horses, cocks, dogs, ifc. care- 
fully preserved, as the never-failing proofs of their 
swiuness and courage? 1 repeat it again, birth is 
an inestimable advantage, not to be adequately 
understood but by those wdio have it.’ 

My friend was going on, and to say (he truth, 
growing dull, w'hcn I took the liberty of interrupt- 
ing him, by acknowledging that the cogency of his 
arguments, and the self evidence of lus facts, had 
entirely removed all my doubts, and convinced me 
of the unspeakable advantages of illusthiois 
birth: and unfortunately 1 added, (bat my own 
vanity was greatly flattered by it, in consequence of 
my being lineally descended from the first man. 
Upon this my friend looked grave, and seemed ra- 
tlier displeased; whether from a suspicion that 1 
was jesting, or upon an apprehension that 1 meant 
to oul^descend him, 1 cannot detciminc; for he din* 
tented himself with saying, * That is not a ncccssuty 
consequence, neither, Mr. Fitz-Adam, since I have 
read somewhere or other of prc-adaniites, which 
opinion did not seem to me an absurd one.’ 

Here I took my leave of him, and went home full of 
reflections upon the astonishing powers of self-love, 
that can extract comfort and pleasure from such 
groundless, absurd, and extravagant prejudices. In all 
other respects my friend is neither a foul nor a mad- 
man, and can talk very rationally upon any rational 
subject. But sucli is the inconsistency both of the 
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human mind and the human heart, that one must 
not ibrm a general judgment of cither, from one 
glaring error, or one shining excellence. 


NM15. THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 1756. 


Tmougii it is a general observation, that the ac- 
tions of mankind commonly begin and end in self, 
yet to an impartial person, who reads over with at- 
tention the advertisements in our public papers, it 
will appear that tlicre are instances of public-spi- 
ritedness in the present times, that put to shame 
every record that can be produced in favour of 
times past : and though [ am sorry to say that these 
instances arc confined to one particular profession 
of men, yet the benefits that accrue from them are 
general and tinivcrsal. Not to keep my readers in 
suspense, the public-spirited gentlemen I mean, arc 
the gentlemm of the facidtyy or, os they more mo- 
destly call themselves, the praclitioners in physic. 
The disinterested zeal with which these gentlemen 
devote their labours to the good of mankind, ought, 
I qfnfess, to be celebrated by much abler pens than 
mine ; and happy indeed is it that they tbcmselves 
seeb to think so ; and have therefore done that jus- 
tice to their own merits, which their warmest advo- 
cates must have despaired of doing for them. 

The most illustrious Doctor De Cortese, physi- 
cian of the most serene republic of Venice, has aban- 
doned his native country and friends, and with 
the no less illustrious Doctor Toscano, Iijs col- 
le^ue, has generoudy taken up his residence in 
this metropolis, where diseases and death dy before 
him. 
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A physician of our own nation challenges the re- 
gard of his countrymen, by politely and elegantly 
setting forth in the daily papers, that * As nothing is 
more repugnant to humanity than denying relief to 
a fellow creature in misery, applause surely is most 
due to those, who by long study and great appli- 
cation, have extracted a medicine from the vege- 
table and mineral creation, that infallibly cures, 
&c.' / - 

The truly disinterested proprietor of the Old Iron 
Pear*iree Water and its Halts^ condescends to do 
himself the justice to acknowledge his great bene- 
volence to mankind, by prefacing his address to the 
public in the following words, ‘ That the uviiArpY 
may know where to apply for relief, is the full end 
of this advertisement.’ 

The gentleman of much experience in phync^ who 
has discovered the celebrated Lotion or wash that 
makes every body beautiful, tells us, * That for the 
t'ONVENiENCV ojf pcTsons of distinction, and the 
r.ENEUAL GOOD of mankind, it is sold at Mr. Foy^s 
china- shop, opposite St. James's palace.* 

Who b there that can read, that does not look 
with admiration and astonishment on the disinte- 
rested benevolence of these truly great persons ? But 
when we consider a still greater instance of pubUc- 
spiritedness ; when we think of that justly celebraic|i 
great man and physician, the incomparable Doctor 
Taylor; who, not satisfied with restoring the in- 
valuable blessing of sight to every individual ot his 
blind countrymen, pays bis charitable visits to every 
part of Europe, dealing light and comfort to all na- 
tions; where shall we find words to express the 
ideas we are filled with I It is with great pleasure 
that I embrace thb opportunity of congratulating 
his htdiness the Pope, and their cminepces the Car- 
dinab, on the arrival of that illustrious person at 
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Rome, of which the Daily Advertiser thus partlcu- 
lorJy informs us: 

‘ Rome, December tlie 27 th. The Chevalier 
Taylor, celebrated medicine-oculist to their im- 
perial majesties, to the kings of Great-Britoin, Po- 
land, Sweden, Denmark, and to all the sovereign 
princes in Europe, arrived a few weeks since in this 
capital from Muscovy, and the morning after his 
arrival was presented to his holiness. From the 
reputation he has acquired here by the success he 
had with the princehses of Ruspuly, Justinana, and 
with many ottier illustrious personages, together 
with a number extraordinary of the subjects of this 
country, the Pope haa not only been pleased to grant 
him three different audiences, but has declared him, 
by patent, medicine-oculist to his person and 
court : aud, to give him yet a greater mark of his 
favour has caused him to be made Chevalier of bis 
court, to be received as a member of the Roman 
senate, and fellow of the Roman university. The 
patents of these dignities, together with all the 
others he has received from the courts and univer- 
sities abroad, are in the hands of his son in London. 
By a list it appears, that the Chevalier is now 
physician-oculist (by patent) to six crowned heads; 
to near twenty sovereign princes ; member of almost 
alrthe universities, academies, and societies of the 
learned in Europe ; that he is the author of twenty- 
four different works that he has wrote himself in 
different languages, three of wdiich are published in 
Italian ; and to complete all, he was received as a 
member of the university of Padua^ by order of the 
senate of Venice, with distinct approbation from 
tlie famous professor Morgagni : and this cromicd 
by the dignities he has received from the court and 
\aeDate of Rome. The Chevalier wiU direct his 
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course through Italy, where he will end his tour 
through all Europe/ 

I have transcribed the whole of this advertise- 
ment (which possibly may not appear to be quite 
as accurately worded as if drawn up by the Doctor 
himself) because 1 am desirous oi rescuing from a 
perishable news-paper the authentic records of the 
dignities and lionours of the CiiEVALien Taylor. 
I cannot conceal from my readers that I have one 
melancholy thought upon this occasion ; it is, .that 
as most of these high honours have been conferred 
upon the Chevalier by the catholic princes, and 
particularly by his holiness the Pope, it is greatly to 
be feared that from a principle of gratitude, the 
Chevalier may possibly have made them a com- 
pliment of his protestunt faith. If my apprehen- 
sions of this event are groundless, how ought we to 
rejoice that such distinguished lilies are bestowed, 
even by the enemies of our religion, upon one of 
our own countrymen ! 

Indeed as the principal blessing of life is health, 
it is no wonder that princes and great men are so 
ready to reward with honours all those who are the 
insurers of it ; and it is with no small satisfaction that 
I see those eminent physicians, Doctor Kock, Doc- 
tor West, together with a long cl catera of doctors 
who content themselves with publishing their merits 
wj^thout their names, offering their several specifics 
to the public, under a patent from the crown. 

But it is the disinterested spirit of these great 
persons, and not their honours, that 1 am at present 
celebrating ; and 1 take shame to myself, that as an 
author/ and consequently a physician of the mind, I 
have been less r^rcful in setting forth either the 
excellency of my labours, or in extending them as 1 
ought to ^ve done to all sorts of people. I bad never 
considered till very lately, that the paper of the 
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World, though it cost no more than two-pence 
and is published but once a week, yet when conti- 
nued to a hundred thousand numbers, or perhaps to 
the end of time (for I have taken care that the secret 
of writing it shall not die with me) must be too 
fieavy a lux on the generations of the poor. From 
a due consiih.Tation of this weighty aiiair, and in- 
fluenced thereto by the noble and disinterested spirit 
of ray brethren the doctors, 1 have directed my good 
friend Mr. Dodsley to bind up in throe neat pocket 
volumes the aggregate of these my labours, for the 
years one thousand seven hundred fifty-three, and 
one thousand seven hundred fifty-four ; and to dis- 
tribute the said volumes among all the booksellers 
of this great metropolis, to be sold by them to-mor- 
row and for ever at so small a price as three shil- 
lings a volume. And 1 have the pleasure of declaring, 
with equal truth with the proprietor of the Old Iron 
Pear-tree Water and its Salts, ihat to relieve the 
UNHAPPY is the full end of this publication. 

For the great utility of these incomparable vo- 
lumes, 1 might refer the reader to the praises 1 have 
almost every where bestowed upon them in the vo- 
lumes thcvusclves, though, 1 confess, not altogether 
in so ample a manner as their merits required. 1 
mi^ht also have presented him with a list of attes- 
tations sent me under the hands and seals of most 
of the principal nobility of these kingdoms, setting 
forth their marvellous effects on their morals and 
understandings : but as these attestations would 
have made a much larger work than the volumes 
themselves, I thought it prudent to omit them. In 
fact, nothing need be said of these books, but that 
they are an easy, pleasant, and Infallible cure for 
every disorder of the human mind. 

I had written thus far, when I receirsd a visit from 
A friend, who, upon my acquainting him with the 
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public-spirited scheme which 1 have laid before my 
readers, shook his bead, and told me, that an author 
of his acquaintance had greatly out-done me in ge- 
nerosity ; of wdiich he could convince nje in an 
hour's time. He then left me abruptly, without so 
much as waiting for an answer, and in less than the 
time proposed, sent me the following advertisement, 
cut out of a news-paper. * This day was published 
Nurse Truelove’s New-year’s gift, or the book of 
books for children, adorned w'iUi cuts, and designed 
as a present for every little boy who would bcClime 
a great man, and ride upon a fine horse ; and to 
every little girl who would become a great w^oman^ 
and ride in a lord mayor's gilt coach. IVinted for 
the author, w’ho has ordered these hooks to be given 
GRATIS to all little good boys and girls, at the bible 
and crown in St. I’anl's churcb-yard, they paying 
for the binding, which is only two- pence each 
book/ 

I confess very freely that the generosity of this 
advertisement put me a little out of countenance ; 
but as 1 pique myself upon nothing so much as my 
benevolence to mankind, 1 soon came to a resolu- 
tion not to be out-done by this public-spirited gen- 
tleman ; and I hereby give notice, that the abpvc- 
mentioned three volumes of the World, together 
with a very elaborate index to each (all of which 
were, 1 confess, intended to be sold) will now be 
given cn AXIS at every bookseller's shop^in town^ 
to all sons of persons, they only paying nini: shil.- 
LINCS /or the BINDINC, 
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Pcnonam, thyrsumque tenent, et subligar Acci. 

Jl'v. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

I AM left guardian to three young ladies, whose 
father was my intimate acquaintaikce at the time 
he made his addresses to their late mother : and I 
very well remember he could not obtain admittance 
till he had first procured himself the ornament of a 
star and ribbon, and would never have gained the 
lady but from the happy thought of adding another 
lace to his liveries. As it appeared to me that his 
success was owing to these exteriors, I conceived 
no groat opinion of the good sense of his lady; but 
as she made my friend a good wife, I reflected that 
she might justly he influenced by the ribbon, as it 
marked the consequence of her lover, and by the 
additional laCe, as it seemed to bespeak bis riches. 
It is, however, still a doubt with me, whether she 
ever felt a sincere passion for the man she married ; 
and what increases this doubt is, that 1 could never 
discover in cither of her daughters, any symptoms 
of what I can properly call love. The eldest, who 
reads romances, is continually professing a sincere 
disposition to requite (after a propcr^ylime) the 
pains of one who shall enterprize, starve, or 
catch cold for her. The second be happy 

with a scare-crow, who, with the dignity of a title, 
should discover what she calls a Taste, in tricking 
out his person with embroidery, lai:?s, jewels, and 
trinkets. The third would never desire to see the 
object of her passion ; provided she might receive 
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reams of paper Ailed with Hames» darts, arrows, and 
such missive weapons, which do most execution from 
a distance. Last week my three wards came into my 
room, desiring leave to go to the next masquerade. 
J gave a hasty consent, imagining there could be no 
danger for ladies whom 1 knew to be safe on the 
side^ of love; but since I have recollected my 
thoughts, 1 am apprehensive that the eldest may be 
caught by some avanturier^ with sounding language 
and a romantic habit ; the second by a Turkish cin» 
per or not worth ten chequins ; and the yoiingebt by 
a smooth-tongued flattering poet, who when lie has 
pulled off his borrowed habit of a shepherd, has 
perhaps no other to put on. 

You will not be surprised, after this representa- 
tion, to hear me complain of the distress my promise 
has brought upon me ; but as I never break my 
M'ord with them, I must for once trust them to their 
fate. But 1 cannot forbear intreating you, while the 
impression is strong in my rash mmd, to write a 
paper on the dangerous consequences wliich these 
fantastic diversions may bring upon young people, 
by giving a wild and extravagant turn to their imu- 
ginations. You will perhaps wonder to bear the ef- 
fects which my consent has already produced. Thjs 
morning I found the eldest of my young ladies 
dressed out, as she told me in the character of 
Cyrus, in a suit of Persian armour of her own con- 
trivance. The second, who is of a large^ ^ize, ond 
has contraded a remarkable unwieldiness by the 
state she observes in never moving od' her couch, 
was at Ute same time under the handb' of one of the 
dancers at the theatre, who was lacing her up in a 
habit made after that which she wears herself in 
one of her serious dances. The youngest was a 
muse, and expressed great satibfuctiun in the negli- 
gent dow of her robe, but complained that she had 
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not sealed her head. 1 could not help saying 1 was 
sorry I had contributed my part to the unsettling it. 
This was very il) received ; which indeed I might 
have forA'^-eeii, .is weti irom thi- opposition which it 
implied t<i Ikm* divcr»iuti, us because the muse, of all 
things ill tile world, detests a pun. 

This, Mr. h'itz- Adam, is a very ominous beginning 
of an aHa'r, which I am afraid will have a worse end. 
If it be attended with any of the consequences which 
1 apprehend, you shall hear farther from me ; in 
the mean time, 1 hope to hear from you on this 
subject, and am, 

Sir, 

Your humble servant^ 

PUCDENTIO. 

As I have received no farther intelligence from 
this correspondent, and as it is now near a month 
since this letter came to hand, 1 am apt to think 
tiuit none of those dreadful consequences have hap- 
pened, which he so greatly apprehended, and that the 
three ladies escaped without any other accident, than 
cow and then a laugh at their aficetation. 

I must confess I am one of those who think n mas* 
q^^erade an innocent amusement, and tlud. people 
have long since lefi off going to it with any design 
cither good or bad ; not that the vices objected to it 
are left off, but that they arc carried on with less 
difficulty in other places, and without the suspicion 
that would attend them there. And 1 may venture 
to say, if people will keep from the dangers of the 
gaming-table, they will run no other hazard at the 
masquerade, than that of making themselves ridicu- 
lous. 1 will go still farther, by protesting t^ainst 
the injustice of charging this diversion in particular, 
with the * mischiefs of play, or the affected tol- 
lies mentioned in my correspondent's letter, by sup* 
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posing that the men game higher, or that the women 
dress more fantastically in the Haymarket than 
elsewhere. That it is an unprofitable amusement, 
and not worth the anxiety and pains that are 
usually bestowed upon it, 1 very, readily acknow- 
1edge» but have nothing farther to say against it. 

And here I cannot help observing, for the infor- 
mation of the declaimer against the present times, 
that our ancestors bestowed more thought and trou- 
ble on their elaborate fooleries of this kind, than 
their posterity have done since ; and that they were 
sometimes attended with more dangerous conse- 
quences. Witness the famous Balrt des Ardens, 
where diaries the sixth of France and several young 
gentlemen of his court, in order, to represent sa- 
vages, endcavourcil to imitate hair by sticking flax 
upon their close jackets of canvas, which were be- 
smeared for that purpose with pitch and other in- 
flammable matter, and all excepting the king, 
chained themselves together so fast, that a spark 
of fire from a fiunibeau falling upon one of their 
dresses, burnt two of them to death before they 
could be separated, and scorched the others so that 
the greatest part of them died in a few days. 

Henry the eighth was the first who brought these 
diversions into England ; and as they were very 
amusing from their novelty, they were frequently 
exhibited in that reign with great success. It is 
perhaps to . a building erected by that monarch for 
an occasional masquerade, that the firt^t idea of 
ilanelagh onves its hirih. It will not, 1 believe, be 
denied, that the modern Rantlagh is rather an im- 
provement upon the old one ; a description of 
which, together with the disaster that befel it, is 
thus ftarticularly set forth by the historian of those 
times. 

‘ The king caused to be biiilded a banqueting- 
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house, eight hundred feet in compass, like a theatre, 
after a goodly device, builded iti such a manner 
as (I think) ivas never seen. And in the midst of 
the same banqueting-house was set up a great pil- 
lar of timber, made of eight great masts, bound to- 
gether with iron bands for to hold them together : 
far it was a hundred and thirtv-four feet in length, 
and cost six: pounds thirteen shillings and four pence, 
to set it upright. 1'he banqueting-housc was co- 
vered over with canvas, fastened with ropes and iron 
as fast as might be devised; and within tlie said 
house was painted the heavens, with stars, sun, moon 
and cloniis, with divers other things made above 
over men’s heads. And about the high pillar of 
timber that stood upright in the midst, was made 
stages of timber for organs and other instruments to 
stand upon, and men to play on them. But in the 
morning of the same day, wherein the building was 
accomplished, the wind began to rise, and at night 
blew olf the canvas, and all the elements, with the 
stars, sun, moon, and clouds ; and all the king's 
seats that were made with great riches, besides all 
Other things, were all dashed and lost.’ 

Thus foil the first Uanclagh, though built (ac- 
cording to this historian) as strong as could be de- 
vised The modern Uanclagh has proved itself to 
be a stronger building, having as yet been affected 
by no storms but those of the legislature ; and 
our magistrates had thought proper) we might still 
have challenged all Europe to show us the diver- 
sion of a masquerade in the perfection with which it 
was there exhibited, either for the spaciousness of 
the room, the beauty of the ladies, the splendor of 
their jewels, or the elegance of their habits. That 
the choice of the latter may no longer be a tirture 
to the invention, or occasion the same hurr}% em- 
barrassment, and disappointment that I am told 
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have happened on sorae late occasions, it may be 
proper to toke notice that ray ingenious and accu- 
rate friend, Mr. JciFerys of St. Martins-lane, is now 
engraving select representations of tlie most ap- 
proved modes of dress of all those nations who 
have discovered either taste or fancy in that science. 
And 1 hope that in this undertaking he will acquit 
himself as well to the polite world, as he has to the 
commercial, by the great care and pains he lias be- 
stowed in ascertaining the geography of thosc*parts 
of the globe with which this country is most parti- 
cularly connected, and which may sometimes fur- 
nish topics for conversation to tlie full as enter- 
taining as tile most earnest preparations for a sub- 
scription masquerade. 


117. THURSDAY, MARCH ?7, 1755. 


In Ttova /ei't animus. Ovid. 

Tuerk is perhaps no passion which more strongly 
marks the general character of mankind, which 
operates more forcibly, or actuates more univer- 
sally, than the desire of novelty. Its eftects 
appear conspicuous in proportion as every age or 
nation is advanced in those refinenienls which are 
ilie natural consequence of an extensive intercourse 
with other countries, and of wealth, security, and 
ease, under the lenity of a free govcrnmerit: 

The Athenians, the most polished nation in all 
antiquity, and who enjoyed these advantages in the 
highest degree, were, if we rnyr trust their own 
writers, as passionately fond of the something 
NEW as my own countrymen can possibly be; nay, 
fiur exceeded them: for however great may be the 
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expense to which we have puslied our invention of 
fresh objects for the public amusement, yet we must 
yield the superiority, no less in extravagance, than 
we do in taste, to a people, who expended the trea* 
sure whicii was destined to clothe and feed an army, 
or to man a Heet, on diversions and entertainments 
ut home. It may surprise some of our gayest mo* 
derns to inform them, that without ridottos, mas- 
querades and operas, the charge only of acting 
three tragedies of Sopliocles amounted to tlic sum 
total of the supplies raised for the service of the 
republic in a general war. 

The passion for novelty, as it acts on different 
subjects, has very different consequences. When 
religion or government are its objects, it is the 
source of most terrible evils. New men and new 
models have been the dread of the wisest politi- 
cians ; and when things arc tolerably well, to main- 
tain them upon the old footing, has been generally 
thought the safest maxim for the happiness of the 
community. Too great a desire of novelty, either 
in the governed, or in the governing has often dis- 
turbed the peace of kingdoms. When it goes no 
farther than to decide the dress of the person, or 
the ornaments of our equipage, all is safe; its 
highest degree of excess will then only afford a sub- 
ject of ridicule, a smart cock'd bat, or embroi- 
dered sleeve, a short petticoat, or well-fancied 
furbelow, will neither endanger the church, nor 
embroil the state. The pursuit indeed of such 
kind of novelties may ratner occasion many ad- 
vantages to the public ; while that vanity which is 
absurd in the particular, is useful in the general. 
Novelty and fashion are the source and support of 
trade, by constantly supplying matter for the em- 
ployment of industry. By increasing the wants 
they iuci'ease the connexions of mankmd ; and so 
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long as they do not, by too great an extravagancoi 
defeat their ovrn end, in disabling the rich from 
paying the reward of that industry to the poor, 
they answer excellent purposes to society. 

Not only the improvements of every invention 
for the convenience and ease of life, but even of 
those which constitute its real ornament, are owing 
to this desire of novelty. Yet here too we may 
grow wanton; and nature seems to have set us 
bounds, which we cannot pass without running into 
great absurdities. For the very principle wliich has 
contributed to the perfection of the finer arts, may 
become the cause of their degeneracy and corrup* 
tion. The search of their something new has step 
by step conducted mankind to tlie discovery of ail 
that is truly beautiful in those arts ; and the same 
search (for the desire of novelty never stops) aU 
ready begins to urge us beyond tlmt point to which 
a just taste should always confine itself. 

Hence it is that musical composition ceases to,be 
admired merely for touching the passions, and for 
changing the emotions of the heart from tl)c soft to 
the strong, from the amorous to the fierce, , or from 
the gay to the melancholy, and only seems to be 
then considered as highly excellent, wlien it im- 
presses us with the idea of difficulty in the execu- 
tion. 

Images unnatural and unconnected, and a style 
quaint and embarrassed with its own pomp, but void 
of meaning and sentiment, will alw^s be the con- 
sequence of endeavouring, in the same way, to in- 
troduce a new taste into poetry. Hence it will be- 
come vehement without strength, and ornamented 
without beauty ; and the native, warm, and soft 
winning language of that amiable mistress, will 
cease to please her more judicious lovers by an af- 
fectation of pleasing only in a new manner. 
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Strange as it may appear that this should find 
admirers, yet it is not an}r more to be wondered at 
than the applause which is so fondly given to Chi- 
nese decorations, or to the barbarous productions 
of a Gothic genius, which seems once more to 
threaten the ruin of that simplicity which distin- 
guished the Greek and Homan arts as eternally 
superior to those of every other nation. 

Few' men are endued with a just taste; that is, 
with an aptitude to discover what is proper, fit, and 
right, and consequently beautiful, in the several ob- 
jects which offer themselves to their view. Though 
beauty in these external objects, like truth in those 
pf the understanding, is self-evident and immuta- 
ble, yet, like truth, it may be seen perversely, or 
not at all, because not considered. Now all men 
are equally struck with the novelty of an appear- 
ance ; bpt few, after this first emotion, call in their 
judgment to correct the decision of their eye, and 
to tell them whether the pleasure they feel has any 
other cause than mere novelty. It is certain that 
a frequent review and comparing of the same ob- 
jects together would greatly improve an indifferent 
taste ; and that hardly any one would be unable to 
determine, whoa once accustomed to such an at- 
tention, whether the proportions of architecture 
taken from the theatre ot Marcellus at Rome, or 
from the emperor of China’s palace at Pekin, pro- 
educed the most agreeable forms. 

The present vogue of Chinese and Gothic archie 
tecture has, besides its novelty, another cause of its 
good reception ; which is, that there is no difficulty 
in being merely w^himsical. A spirit capable of 
entering into all the beauties of antique simplicity, 
is the portion of minds used to reflection, and the 
result of a corrected judgment : but here all men 
equal. A ^mauner jponfined to no rule3 cannot 
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fail of having the crowd of imitators in his party, 
where novelty is the sole criterion of elegance. It 
is no objection that the very end of all building is 
forgot; that all reference to use and climate^ all 
relation of one proportion to another, of the thing 
supporting to the thing supported, of the accessory 
to tne principal, and of the parts to the whole, is 
often entire!^ subverted. 

The paintings, which, like the architecture, con- 
tinualiy revolt against the truth of things, as little 
surely deserve the name of elegant. False lights, 
false shadows, false perspective and proportions, 
gay colours, without that gradation of tints, that 
mutual variety of enlightened and darkened objects, 
which relieve and give force to each other at the 
same time that they give repose to the eye, in short 
every incoherent combination of forms in nature, 
without expression and without meaning, are the 
essentials of Chinese painting. 

As this Chinese and Gothic spirit has begun to 
deform some of the finest streets in this capital, 
whenever an academy shall be founded for the pro- 
moting the arts of sculpture, painting, and architec- 
ture, some scheme should be thought of at the same 
time to discourage the encroachment of this pre- 
tended elegance; and an Anti-Chinese society 
will be a much more important institution in the 
world of arts, than an Anxi-Gallican in that *of 
politics. A correspondent of mine, I dare say, 
would be glad to be a member of it, if we may be 
allowed to judge of his sentiments from the follow- 
ing letter : 

Mr. Fitz-Adam; 

I am married to a lady of great fortune, of whiclf, 
as I had little or none myself, she has reserved 
the sole disposition to her own management by the 
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tnarriage-articlcs. She is passionately fond of no- 
velty, and changes her dress and furniture as often 
almost as she does her temper. In short, every 
thing about her is a proof of her mutability. She 
has not more new head-dresses in a year, than 
new words, which she is perpetually coining, because 
she would pass for a wit* The unintelligibility of 
her dialect occasions sometimes great conrusion in 
the family ; and her acquaintance no sooner begin 
to understand her. than she changes her phraseo- 
Jogy, and they arc puzzled again by a new mode of 
expression. She came home the other morning 
from a visit, in raptures with lady Fiddicfaddle's 
Chinese dressing-room ; since which we have had 
most terrible revolutions. Jfier grandfather, fi'bo 
left her every thing, was a man celebrated for his 
taste ; but his line collection of pictures by the 
best Italian masters, is now converted into Indian 
paintings ; and the beautiful vases, busts, and sta* 
tucs, which he brought from Italy, are flung into 
the garret as lumber, to make room for great-bel- 
lied Chinese pagnds, red dragons, and the represen- 
tation of the ugliest monsters that ever, or rather 
never existed. This extravagance is not confliied 
within doors. The gardens is tilled with whimsical 
buildings, at a prodigious expense ; with summer- 
houses without shade, and with temples that seem 
to be dedicated to no other deities than the winds. 
If by reading your paper she should be persuaded to 
leave off every Chinese ihshion, but that of pinched 
feet and not stirring abroad, 1 should think m^’^self 
a happy man, and very much, Mr. Fitz-Adain, 

Your obliged humble servant 
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118. THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 1755. 


Vicinas urhes alit. iiOR. 

Instead of lamenting that it is my lot to live tnr 
an age when virtue, sense, conversation, all private 
and public aifections, are totally swallowed op by 
the single predominant passion of gaming, 1 en- 
deavour to divert my concern by turning my at- 
tention to the manners of the times, where they 
happen to be more elegant, more natural, tg* more 
generally useful than those of preceding ages. I 
am particularly pleased with considering the pro- 
gress which a just taste and real good sense have 
made in the modern mode of gardening. This 
science is at present founded on such ouble and li- 
beral principles, that the very traveller now receives 
more advantages from the embellish inents he rides 
by, than the visitor did formerly, when art and pri- 
vacy were the only ideas annexed to a garden. 

The modern arl of iai/iug out ground (for so we 
must c.dl it, till a new namv be adopted to express 
so complicated an idea) has spread so widely, a^d 
its province is become so extensive, os to take in 
all the advantages of gardening and agricidturOf 
If we look back to antiquity, we shall iind the gar- 
dens of Alcinous in Homer, and the paintings of 
rural scenery in Virgjl, hardly to <g>rrespond with 
the genius of the poets, or the beatitude tiiey Itave 
placed in them. The villas of Cicero and -Pliny, 
which they have so afFeclionately described, do not 
raise our admiration. A favourable aspect, variety 
of porticos and shades of plane trees, seem to be 
their greatest merit. Their successors tn that 
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happy climate have made their gardens reposito- 
ries for statues* has relievos* urns* and whatever is 
by them entitled •o'triu ; the disposition of which 
ornaments* together with some straight walks of 
ever-green oaks* and tricks in water* complete their 
system. 

In France the genius of Le Nautre would proba- 
bly have shown itself in more beautiful productions 
than the Thuilleries and Versailles* had it not been 
shackled by lines and regularity* and had not ele- 
gance and taste been overpaid by magnificence. 

This forced taste, aggravated by some Dutch ac- 
quisitions* for more than half a century* deformed 
the face of nature in this country* though several 
of our best writers had conceived nobler ideas* and 
prepared the way for those improvements which 
We since followed. Sir William Temple* in his 
Gardens of Epicurus, expatiates with great pleasure 
on that at More-Park in Hertfordshire ; yet after 
be has extolled it as the pattern of a perfect garden 
for use* beauty* and magnificence* he rises to no- 
bler images, and in a kind of prophetic spirit points 
out a higher style* free and unconfined. The pre- 
diction is verified upon the spot ; and it seems to 
have been the peculiar destiny of that delightful 
place* to have passed through all the transformations 
and modes of taste* having exercised the genius 
of the most eminent artists successively, and serv- 
ing as a model of perfection in each kind. The 
boundlc^ss imagination of Milton^|j^ the fourth 
book of Paradi^ Lost, struck out wbn of a gar- 
den, which I would propose for thechtertainment 
and instruction of my readers, as containing all 
the views* objects* and ambition of modem de- 
signing. 

It is the peculiar happiness of this age to see these 
just and noble ideas brought into practice* regu- 
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iatabgr lAmMtod# cotmity 

1M9A in^>«k«dN|i^v>^^^ tMttd imfmi^^ and art 
decandy coititmt&t lierkAf mdm own per- 
fedliona* h<' < 

I oolarge upon dtia auMect, bqciVMte 1 would do 
jusljce to oor nobSIty ancf mMof 
a MiAtttiable ompla^iaoN^t of ibo jMMkr, luwe ntaj^ 
this tiidr privitomuiem a natioost good, 

16 notorious that in Bin season of the hlmtso^ dm 
scarcity of hands to gsAsr In the fraks of the earth 
is so great, tiiat few of our farmers osn find men to 
do thehr wofit for three months, indess they can 
keep them in employment tlin other ninsu Hero 
the new mode of gardening comes in greedy to the 
assistance of the labourer; and as it consists 
chiefly in the removal of eardi, the whole cost gcae 
direcu||go to support. 

It MB been the constant cry of all poUticians 
writers on trade, that taxes should be laid on 
luxury. How happy is it that luxury riiould take 
so liwge a share in the ps^ment of that tax, wUeb 
lies ntdst heavy on the present times ! I mean the 
poor-rates. Our manufactures, it must be granted, 
are of the greatest national benefit; inasmuch as 
they mamtain multitudes of famOies, which all tbo 
private fortunes in a country would be fnstiffideot 
to suppoit. But the fact is, that In the hjnrvesi 
season there is always the greatest scarcity of hus- 
bandmen in those countries where manufactures arc 
most known to flourish ; and it h^alsee tot, tllat 
our manufactures afford no suppM to to has- 
bandman in the other seasons; so tbat llktow of 
nothing that can procure to him the necessaries of 
life in the winter, but the judicious aBotment of 
that uncomfortable season to to works above- 
mentioned, whidi are now eartfa^j^ Oh wkh vigour 
in almost every part of JESoglaod. 

VOL. xxviu. H 
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1 rnu&t aUo do ^ of t|8|e th<^ liaurtiee to 
acknofvltdge^ thO]^ bove bMH jfto pTi> 
loottr^ even of odt I^crfko\;dr0i. uije of ibjjft bit 
embe)]i8hcr|» of tho !ki tbe prosoot modo, 

was the sfjinto nobl$9M& Wbo etiitab!(u&od tbe looina 
for the Vk WSt^. In the north, whole 

oountriei iiStO d^idBoo^^iddttitrjr enooaniged, 
and v^iO^ of lliint^toreh by the mag- 

ntfleoAt obei% of the no|;^lepmoA| who among the 
least of m perfectrons molt he fdlowed to be the 
best niAnter fh Europe. Aodif eterlhis country 
shoura hoaet tbe establishment of the art of weav* 
ing tapestiy, she will be beholden to the some Itoyal 
hand to she owes (If 1 may heme it after tlie 

exalted Usings of LiAxnrY and Pbaci') the 
adorning Windsor park. 

Whatever may have been reported, whether truly 
01 talselv, of ibe Chinese gardens, it is certain tliat 
we are me first of the Europeans who have founded 
this taste ; and we have been so fortunate ui the ge- 
nius of Uiose wlio have had the direction of some 
of our finest spots of ground, that wc may now 
b^st a success equal to that profusion of expense 
vi^bh has been destined to piomotc the lapid pro- 
of this happy enthusiasm. Our gardens arc 
airtmy the astonishment ol foreigners, and, m 

S roporboo as they accustom themselves to conai- 
errand understand them, irill become their admi- 
rations And as the good taste of our wnters has 
lately Imoited Ihe literati from all parts of Europe 
to visit list this other taste will gready contribute 
to makcihegrowil]^ fiiriiion of traveUmg to Fng- 
lai]d||bore gonevtf $ And by this means wc may hope 
to pait of those sums brought back again, 
whicli this country has been from year to year so 
unprofitably drained of. 

ButtotettluiMieDcejliiUwitrPiii^ light of a 
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pains have 
Jftar# p4bt by 
ij^awce, Qpt«nly 


ot«8,«1iai^ 
nin if 
dominion^ I 


among 
mkd QouT. 


domimoo^i thia lumonant re- 

flTOUon, todMlreno o&rMvan* 

tagefromI>ir)^«l£ U8lmii,tiusirjat««tiu>abe«t 
wrter do ctfo^ree, lu» beHowed wb^«^HUtei in 
deio^ing tlie wiedBlied oondi^km of &w« jl^ tho 
mortatop of «nIi)Y ehildren. On pre<«fl« nsc- 
1 m*, tho j^owiffg bopo ofl5 and |]t il^la l^cauie 


ine inhabitants cannot be perauadeaM.use the 
most obvKHM inetpks^fpr Jbeir sostenanoo and proMt* 
▼at ion, the tiUing nf*the earth. Yet thereia a my 
to induce even the proudest Spaniard to apply bin. 
self earnestly to the mdtivation of his ooWry: I 
mean by the force of example. If Che grandees 
would make it a fashion ; if they would ™k aa oofr 
may frequently hear the first men of this nation^ of 
he varloua methods of improving 1and| and pique 
tbraselves upon their success To husbandry, foo 
imitaUve pndc of the yeoman might bo uififily 
turned into another channel, lie would be $mbi- 
bis fields as green as of his 
*“® his ttiSSystriiltJ 
plough, and (as Addison says ef 
yirgfl J M^w ^out his dung with ipi air of mar 
would then find a noblar tijte <br the 
brMd of cattle Aan the romatt^c Iwrpese of e 
bull-feast, and ^his ▼mity. thus pfOperly directed, 
would in a ftw voars make bis ciMntiy the finest 
gaidenmtheinjwrotae. * 

If the 00 ^ who cleOed t|te sands of 
t i<<remont witS smdi’taqeisite Verdure/ bad made 
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the sami glorious experiment m SjMtin* ho would 
have brought no lelis mhes^ and mu^h more happi** 
ness to that nation, than the conquests of Philip, or 
the discoveries of Columbus. > 


Nni9. THURSDAY, Af RIL 10, 1755. 

Sanctiith hi$ unmal^ etipacni^ ulu 

Durat adkuCf ^ quod domtnart in ctetera possit. 

Oviii 

It has been hjpted to me since the publication of 
my last week’s paper upon gardening, that uhilc I 
am acknowledging the merit of the Great In mak- 
ing that science useful to their poor neighbour^ 
and the public, 1 lorgct to make mention of those 
liberal geniuses, under whose immediate dm ction 
all these improvements me carried on, uluic their 
benevolent patrons arc eniplo)'ed in other sctmoos 
to their country m its eapitaL And as 1 am ncvti 
backward in doing justice to men of merit, 1 ha\c 
devoted tins paper to the ceicbraiion of the ex- 
tensive and various talents, which the almost om- 
nihC'icnt professors of gardening may so justly 
boa’it. 

The good old English nobleman or country 
fc'quire, wdiosc delight was a garden, used to take 
irom tail of the plough a set of imimais whom 
he considered as beings of the same order with 
those who djpew it; and setting them to work by 
the garden lino, was far from thinking what they 
were to do could be of impoitauqc ^enough to lo- 
quire hi^ attention; therefore leaving tiieiu to lean 
ovei ihca* spades, and settle their several plan** fo, 
poachin<j; wood'Stealing, smttlo.pfaymg and pbuim 
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singings he went and enjojr^ himself with his dogs 
and horses. But since we have laid aside that 

E lain and easy direction/ * Follow the straight 
ne/ and have in lU stead substitftteil that exceed- 
ing difficult onei * Follow nature*' the above-men- 
tionrd animals have never been' trusted a moment 
to themselves* but have had a creature of a supe- 
rior kind set over them* whose office is best ex- 
plained by the scolloping-wheel in the machines for 
turning, nliich is continually putting the od>ers out 
ofatheir course* and preventing them firom making 
circles, or any other regular hgures. 

This office is of late grown so respectable* that 
the true adept In it justly be atylcd the high- 
priost of nature. But St is not nature alone that 
he studies ; all arts are investigated by Hs compre- 
hoiihtvo genius. He must bo well acquainted with 
optic.N, hydrostatics* mechanics, geometry* trigono- 
metry, ^’c. : and since it has been thought necessary 
to embellish rural scenes with all tlie varieties of 
areliilcclure* from single pillars and obelisks* to 
bridges, ruins* pavillions* and even castles and 
churches, it is not enough for our professor to be 
as knowing as Solomon in all the species of vege- 
tables, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop on 
the wall ; he must also rival that monarch in build- 
ing, as well as his other talents. A knowledge 4;f 
optics enables him to turn every decejdio visus to ad- 
vantage» Hydrostatics are most immediately ne- 
cessary, since it is decreed that eveiy place must 
have a piece of water; and as every piece of water 
must have a boat of a paiticular contrivance, me- 
chanics come in to his assistance ; and he is carried 
over tho glassy surface by snakes* birds* dolphins, 
dragons* or whatever else he pleases. The appli- 
cation of trigonometry is obvious; and if your 
guldens continue to increase in extent* in the same 

H 
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proportion that thoy have clone lately, goometry 
will bo ^oo•l called in, to mcaburo a degree of the 
oartli upon the great lawO. Dut such extension of 
property cannot be acquired without a turn for tho 
law,and a knowledge of all the variety of tenures, for- 
feitures, ejectments, and writs of ad quod damnuau 
btatuary and paintuig are sister arts ; but our gene- 
ral lover has possessed them both, in spue of tin^ir 
consanguinity. And as for poetry, thou^ li he kuowo 
licrtobc the greatest Jilt in the uiiiver-c. he has 
tuudo an attempt upon litr under (vrrry tree tl^kt 
has a broad stem and a smt^oth baik. A knim- 
ledge of Latin ia needful to judge of ibe ciU ct of 
an inscription; and Greek, llia^nician, Tuscan, and 
Persic, are ornanienu to a ruin. 

Happy is the man of fortune, who has such 
director to influmicc and guide bis taste, as the de- 
mon of Socrates is said to have continually accom- 

S anted that philosopher to regulate his morals. 

fihon very humorously describes a man, who 
without having the imvaid call, was desirous of be- 
iitg thought os religious as the rest of his neigh- 
bours of those timoi^ * Tin's man,’ says hr, ‘ fimls 
himself out some factor, to wdiose care and credit 
he may commit the whole managing of hi^v reli- 
gious afiiiirs; some divine of note ana estimation; 
and makes the person of that man his religion. 
He entertains him, lodges him : his religion comes 
home at night, prays, is liberally supped, and sump- 
tuously laid asleep : rises, is saluted, and after be- 
ing welLbroakiasted, his religion walks abroad, and 
leaves his kiid entertainar in the shop, trading all 
Atiy •voithoui hk rcligim* Just in this manner does 
(he mere man of fashion in these times tliink it ne- 
cessary havx' a r^sta ; but thougli ho docs not 
commonly carry his xai&t£ about him, he h uddom 
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so imprudent as to take aoy steps in his garden 
^iHout Ais TAsrr. 

in an age so liberal of new nameSi it seems ex- 
traoi dinary that these uniYersftt conuoisseurs have 
Ob yet obtained no title ofhonoury or distinction* 
This may help me to crown ^eir uane^ric 
with a word on their modesty; for tp tnat afonc 
must we attribute their having so lottg been with- 
out one; especially as they might ad easily have 
immoi talizod tlicir own namos, as any of the^ an- 
cient sages^ who called their profession after tliein- 
&<hrs, the Pythagorean, Platonic, or Epicurean 
philosO[thy. Nor have they shown less modesty 
in then expectation of returns for their inestimabJi’ 
borvic (s ab w ill appear upon a comparison of tlioir 
lewanL with those of the ancient ai lists. 

Mtindrocles, who built the famous bridge over 
the llof^phorus, at the command of DariuSi was re- 
warded by that monarch with a crown, and ten 
times the cost of that expensive undertaLmg» 
W hcreas a tenth of the expense is reckoned a mof 
dern job ; and no artist in our meipory has aspired 
to any higher honour than > that of knighthoods 
Tlie next great work we read was tbe C4msl of 
mount Atfaos ; for which it was impossible that the 
director should receive any other tjbap an honorary 
reward, because he died as soon as it was finislicd. 
ills name was Artachssus; be was in stature tbe 
tallest of all the Persians, and his voice stronger 
than that of any other roan ; two very use! ul ac- 
complishments in an overseer and director of mul- 
titudes. Xerxes, truly sensible of his merit, bu- 
ried him with great pomp and magnificence, em- 
ployed his whole army in erecting a sumptuous 
monument to his rocinor), and by direction pf an 
oraUc, honuuicd him as a bgro with kucaficcs and 
invocatioDs 
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How different from this was the treatment of 
our countryman, captain Port) ! A genius whose 
remembrance' must tnalce this nation both proud 
and ashamed. His performances are sufficient to 
give credit to ihc works above*mentionedy which 
before appeared fabulous. But what was his ro* 
ward for projecting the junction of the Don and 
the Volga? For creating an artificial tide* and 
floating or laying di^ the largest vessels in a few 
hours? But rather let me ask, what wos his re- 
ward for that national work at home, the stopping 
Doggenham breach? I am sorry to answer, that 
he was persecuted and suffered to starve, for the 
dchib he had contracted In accomplishing an un- 
dertaking so essential to the commerce of this 
kingdom, and the existence of its metropolis. 

I hope our men of fortune will make more gene* 
rous returns to those vrho administer so essentially 
to their pleasures: and I would have them distin- 
guish between those dull mechanical rogues, whose 
thoughts never wander beyond the sphere of gain, 
and the generous spirit who is wanned by his pro- 
fession, and who thinks himself paid by the exqui- 
site scenery which hts raptured imagination has 
produced. And when the balefid cypress shall 
alone of all his tj^Hous plantations accompany him 
to the grave, let Ills munificent patron, in the must 
conspicuous part of his gardens erect a temple to 
his memory, and inscribe it with propriety and 
truth, Gnato Loci, 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 1755. 

Most people complain of fortune; few of nature: 
and the kinder they may think the latter has been 
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to ibetn, tho more they murmur at what tliey call 
die it^ustice of the former* 

Why have not I the the nmk, the power of 
$uch and fiucb ? » the common expoi»tu1ation with 
fortune : but Why have not I the merit, the talents, 
the wit, or the beauty of such and ^Moh others? is a 
reproacii rarely or never made to nature. 

The truth is, that nature, sddoi^ ^profuse, and 
seldom niggar^, has distvlbuted jgifts more 
equally than she ja generally supj^sea to, have 
done. Education and situation make the* great 
difFercnce. Culture improves, and occasionB elicit 
natural talents, 1 make no doubt but that there 
are potentially (if I may use that pedantic word) 
many Racous, Locks, Newtons, Caesars, Cropnvells, 
and Mailborougbs^attbe plough*>tail, behind coon-* 
ters, and perhaps even among the nobility; but 
the soil iiiubt be cultivated, aud Seasons Tavoin- 
able, for the fruit to have all itif spirit and 
vour. 

If sometimes our common parent has been a little 
partial, and not kept the scales quite even ; if one 
preponderates too much, we tljpf ipto the lighter a 
iluG counterpoise of vanity whw never Ails to set 
all right. Hence it happens that luurdly any one 
man would, without reservo and in every particular, 
change with any other. ^ 

Though all are tlius satisfied with the dispensa- 
tions of nature, bow few listen to her voice ! How 
few follow her as a guide ! In vain bhc points out 
to ub the plain and direct way to truth ; vanity, 
fancy, affectation, and fashion assume her shape, 
and wukI u$ througii faiiy^ground to fblly and 

iTfor. 

These deviations ftma nature are oilen attended 
by senpus copsec^uencos, and always by lidieulou^ 
ones ; for there is nothing truer than the trite ob- 
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semtion, * that people are never ridiculous for beiog 
what they really are, but for affecting wliat tbey 
really are not.' Affectation is the only source, and) at 
the same time, the only justifiable object of ridicule. 
No man whatsoever, be his pretensions what they 
will, has a natural right to be ridiculous ; it is an 
acquired right, and not to be acquired without some 
industry : whioh perhaps is tlic reason why so many 
people are so jealous and tenacious of it. 

Iwcn some people's vices are not their own, but 
affected and adopted (though at the same time un-* 
enjoyed) in hopes of shining in those* f&sluonahie 
societies, where the reputation of certain vices gives 
lustre. In these cases the execution is commonly 
as awkward, os the design is absurd ; and the ridi- 
cule equals the guilt. 

Tins calls to my mind a thing that really liappcned 
not many years ago. A young fellow ot some rank 
and fortune, just let loose from the unnersity, re- 
solved, in order to make a iiguie in the world, to 
aSSomo the shining character of, what he called, a 
rake. By way of teaming the rudiments of his in- 
tended professiQU, }|0 frequented the theatres, where 
lie was often drunl^i^liud always noisy. Being one 
night at the represcMitation of that most absurd 
play, the Libertine he was so charmed 

with the profi^cy of the hero of the piece, 
that, to the edii^tion of the audience, he swore 
many oaths that he would be the Libertine dc* 
sirtiyed. A discreet friend of liis, who sat by him, 
kindly represented to him, that to be the JMertine 
was a laudable design, which be greatly approved 
of; but that to be the Libertine de^Aroyedf seemed 
to him an unnecessary part of his plan, and rathci 
rash. He persisted, nowever, in his first resolution, 
and insisted upon being the Libertine, and dehiroyed. 
Probably he was so:" at least the presumption is in 
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his favour. There arc, I ant persuaded^ so many 
cases of this nature, that for my own part I would 
desire no greater step towards the refurmation of 
manners tor the next twenty years, than that people 
should have no \ices but their ofinftip 

The blockhead who aftbets wisdom because na- 
ture has given hiin dulness, becomes ridiculous only 
by hib adopted character ; whereas he might have 
^1 ignatcd unobserved in hts native mud, or perhaps 
have tMigiobScd deeds, collected shells, and studied 
he I aid ty with ^ottie success. 

'J'li*' binning coxcomb aims at all, and decides fi- 
nally upon every thing, because nature has givc^n 
him pel (tiCss. The degree of parts and animal spirits 
necessary to constitute that character, if ptoperly 
applied, might have made him useful in many parts 
of hfe; but bis affectation and presumption make 
him uselcbs in most, and ridiculous in all. 

The bcptuagcnary hnegentlemon might probably, 
from his long experience and knowledge of the 
world, be esteemed and respected in the several 
relations of domestic hfe, which at his age nature 
points out to him ; but he will most ridiculously 
spin out the rotten thread of hit former gallantries, 
lie dre&ses, languishes, ogles, as he did at five-and- 
twenty ; and m^cstly iotimates that he is not with- 
out a bonnejbrtune ; which bonne /ortutie at last ap- 
pears to be the prostitute he had long kept (not to 
htroselQ, whom he marries and owns, because the 
poor girl tms so Jbnd of him, and so desiroui to h$ 
made an honest mman» , 

The sexagenary widow remembers that she was 
handsome, but forgets that it was thirty years ago, 
and thinks herself so, or at least very likeMc still. 
The pardonable a&ctaUons of her youth'hnd beauty, 
iinpardonably continue, increase even with bci 
years, and ore doubly exerted, in hopes of coDccai 
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ing the number. Alt the gaticlv glittering parts of 
dresfi, which rather degraded than adorned her 
beauty in its bloom, now expose to the highest and 
justest ridicule her shrivelled or her overgrown car* 
ease*. She totters or hweats under the load of her 
jewels, embroideries and brocades, which, like so 
many Egyptian hieroglyphics, serve only to authen- 
ticate the venerable antiquity of her august mummy. 
Her eyes dimly twinkle tenderness, or leer desire: 
their language, however inelegant, is intelligible; 
and the nalNpay captain understands it. He ad- 
dresses his vows to her vanity, whiclt assures her 
they are sincere. pities him, and prefers him 
to credit, decency, and every social duty, lie ten- 
derly prefers her (though not without some hesita- 
tion) to a gaol. 

Self-love, kept within due bounds, is a natural 
and useful sentiment. It is, in truth, social love too. 
as Mr. Pope has very justly observed : it is the spring 
of many good actions, and of no ridiculous ones. 
But sdf-nattery is only the ape or caricatura of self- 
love, and resembles it no more than is ahsolulcl3>^ 
necessary to heighten the ridicule. Likt^ other 
flattery, it is the most profusely bestowed and gree- 
dily swallowed, where it is the least deserved. I 
will conclude this subject with the substance of a 
fable of the ingenious Monsieur dc la Mottc, which 
seems not unapplicable to it. 

Jupiter made a lottery in heaven, in which tnor - 
tals, as well as gods, wore aIiowq|i|||to have tickets. 
The prize was wisdom ; and MiiMOTa got it. The 
mortals murmured, and accused the gods of foul 
play. Jupiter, to wipe off this aspersion, deelarrd 
another lottery, for mortals singly and exclusively 
of the gods. jTic prize was vollv. They got it, 
and shared it among themselves. All were satis- 
&ed. The loss of wisdom was neither regretted 



nor romcmborcd ; I'oli.y supplied its place, nud 
those tvlio bad the largest share of it, thought thein^ 
sebes the triscst. 


N* 1L>1. THUKSDAY, APRIL 84, 1755. 

f\fA^ mcnum JMVtm— tnm smnia ma, Hoitt 

Mr. Fii.<5*Ai5am; 

Among the man j* visions related hy your predo- 
c(*&8or6 and contemporaries, the writers of pciiodi- 
cal e<isays, I remember few but wbal have Deert in 
the oriental ^tyle and character. For my own part 
1 am iiiithcr Dervise nor Bracbman, but a poet and 
true Christian, though given now and then to be a 
little kcaththish in my expressions ; and as I appre- 
fiend that no one set of people will oiaim the sole 
piopcrty and privilege of dreutuing to themselves, 
since ] am apt to nod as well my betters, 1 beg that 
the IblJowing dream may tind a place in your paper. 

1 imagined my.velf to be talking on a road . it 
was wide and well beaten. An elderly genrlenmn, 
with whom [ joined company, informed me it was 
the road to Parnassus, and very obligingly oftered 
me his services* The first groupe oi' figures whieh 
atti acted my attention were pale and thm with 
study. They were shaking ivory letters in a hat, 
and then throwing them on the ground, i supposed 
that they acre petforming some mystery of the Ca- 
bala , but on roy nearer approach, icarnt tliat they 
were the editors and commentators of the ancient 
poets ; and that this was only a scheme of assisting 
conjecture. 

Being now startled with a great boisei I tuincd 
VOL. xx\in. I 
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suddenly about, anil perceived just betiind roe a set 
of Lyric pocis, \iith one or two Dithyrambics, 
Their conversation was so little connected, and 
their motions so irregular, that 1 concluded them to 
be drunk ; and apprehensive of mischief in so fu- 
rious a company^ quickened my pace. 

The road now wimled through the most beautiful 
fields, whose very bushes wvre all in bloom, and in- 
termingled widi slnuhs, that nilotdcd the most 
agicc ible scents. The wild notes of the biriK, join- 
in^ w ith tinkling of numerous rills that gusliod 
from natural or artificial rocks, or with a deeper 
echo of some lai gor fiood that fell at a di^^tancc, 
made a concert ihat charmed me. A part> wne 
hare entertaining themselves with the gaiety oi the 
situation : they nad stepped out of the road to ga- 
ther flowers ; %ind were so delighted with wandering 
about llic nu'auows, that they seemed entin ly to 
have forgot their journey. They appealed to have' 
been educated iu Italy; their hair was curled and 
powdered, their linen laced, and their liahits so co- 
vered with fringe and embroidery, that it was almost 
impossible to discover any cloth. I was so much 
in rapture** with their company, and with tlic beau- 
ties of this romantic scene, that 1 would have 
stopped there myself, and pi oceeded no farther ; 
hut my guide hinted to me that the place was en- 
chanted, and pressed me to go forwards. 

I could not iieJp laughing to see next a great crowd 
ot Bombastics : a set of fat, pursy fellows, so asthma- 
tic. that they could hardly move, and yet were eter- 
nally straining and attempting to run races; as were 
several dwarfs in enormous jack-boots, to overtake 
two horsem^ (who rode very swift at a distante, 
ind were said to be Milton and bhakespeare) but 
* itubled at every four or fivt bUps, to the great di- 
\ w i iiou of the spectators. 
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A troop of modern Latin poets had halted: and 
having lobt their i^uy, were Inquiring it of R man, 
who carried a nhrase-book, and a &adus ad Par- 
n,issum iu his hand ; and seemed always to be in a 
terrible uncertainty, when the aulhotity of their 
guide either failed or deceived theth. 

They were followed by some very genttel shep- 
herds, who ^ ore red stockings and jjarge shoulder* 
knots, fluttering to the breath of the zephynu Ctooks, 
glittenng witli tinsrh were in thcii han^ and embroi- 
dered pouches dangling at their sides* Theyitalked 
much about their flocks and Aiaaryilis; but 1 Saw 
neither the onO nor the other ; and was iurprUod» 
as some of them pretended to niuslc« to heir ati oir 
of the Italian opera played upon thebag-]^!^. The 
gentleness of their aspects served to render mote 
formidable, by the contresl, the countenances If 
a conipan} that now overtook me. It was a legion 
cf f niics. 'ihey were very liberal of their censures 
bpoii (very one tliat passed, especially if he made a 
toiciabic figme. Diction, Harmony and Tastc 
w'ere the general terms, which they threw out with 
great \ (*hemcnce. They frowned on me as I passed : 
m} looks discovering my fear, the alarm' was given, 
and at the very fust sound of their catcalls, teirified 
to the last degree, T pulled my guide by the coat, 
and took to my heels. 

AVc at last arrived at the foot of the moantam 
There was an inconceivable crowd, who, not being 
admitted at the entrance, wen* endca\ouiing to 
crawl up the sides: but as Che precipice was very 
steep, they continually tumbled hack again. There 
was but one way of acetss, which was so eKtleniely 
narrow, that it was almost impossible for two per- 
sons to go abreast, w^ithout one justlmg against dm 
other. The gates were opened and shut by three 
amiable virgins, Glmls, Good Sc^sk, and Goon 
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EtkCCATio V. 1 hey examined all that passed* Some 
however, pushed forward by a vast crowd of 
fttends^ forced their way m; but had generally the 
mortification of being brought back again, and 
turned out by the centineh. 

By the interest of tny gmdc we w ere jpermittc d to 
vit,it what part of Pamassub we pleased, and hav- 
ing mounted the fail], we entered a large g irden, 
and wcm soon ftkst in *he paths of n vtrv intneato 
glove. It was in some places so i \ccedmgiy datk» 
that wc had gaat difncuity to find our way out 
ihis Ob Aeni.ooRY, as it was tailed, 

win held by the ancients in a kind of superstitioiib 
reverence* The gloom of it was often so grtat, 
that we wei^d ready to tumble at every step , i)ur 
wherever the slndc was soltcucd by a twilight suf- 
ficient foi ns |ust to discover our wa}, there was 
eomrthin^ veiy delightful, as well venerable, m 
the bcine. 

In othci pans of the gaidcn we saw beds of tbo 
most beautiful dowers, and a great numbti of Bay- 
ticcs, but not a single Fruit-tree. Among the 
shrubi, in many rivulets ot different breadth, and 
depth* ran the Heliconian stream. The lesser nils, 
on account of the vast multttodo of ptopli continu- 
ally dabbling in them* were very muddy , but the 
fountam-head, though extremely deep, wab as clear 
at ciyatai. The water bad samctimes this peculiar 
nuahty* that whoever looked into It, saw his own 
face i^ectod with great beauty* though nevet so 
deformed, insomuch that several were known to 
pine away there, in a sioicnt affection for their own 
peisonS, At the end of the garden were *'C\i.rd 
1 ourts of jttdiCtUore, where causes were th^n hcai- 
mg. Ihe lesser omirt, which was that of cutu istn, 
was prodigiously crowded foi ( iS wc observed d- 
terwaids) all thobc who bad loM tiuii causts a> 
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E oets defendant in the principal court» turned in 
ither, and became plaintiib in their turn, on pre- 
tence of little tre<^passci. In tlie principal court 
many ectiona were brought on the aiatute of maim- 
ing, * chiefly hy the ancients, and some celebrated 
moderns, against their editors and ainendcrs, and 
for toits and wrongs against thett interpreters, and 
commentators. Not a few indictments were brought 
for pett} larceny, and those chiefly by the lioman 
poets against the modern Latin onesu 

Not far from those was the stable, or emue of liis 
poetic majesty. I was greatly surprised to see more 
than one PegftSiis. The grooms were just then go- 
ing to water them, which gave me an .opportunity 
of taking more particular notice. 

The flrst was the Epic Pegasus. It was a very 
fine large horse, had been taught the and 

moved with great stateliiicss. The Pindanc was 
the only one who had wings: his motions wcie irre- 
gular, sudden, and unequal^ The Kiogiac was a 
gelding, evccediiigly delicate in its shape, and niiK'li 
gentler than any of the rest, particularly than 
another steed, which foamed and pulled with such 
violence, that it was with great djmcultj the rider 
held him in. As | attempted to atroftk him, he 
clapped his carh hack, and struck out hts iieels 
with great seliemencc, and made me cautious pf 
putting myself in the way of the Satiric Pegasus for 
the future. Tlic Epigrammatic was a little pert 
ponev, wlijch every six or seven paces kicked un, 
and very much resembled the former, only 
excepted. Besides these, there were several other*, 
winch did not properly belong to 7\p(>lloV stud, 
and winch were employed in mtiny useful, but 
laboiious ofliccs, as subservient to tbarest. 

It impossible to pass by the stables witlioiit 
mnKing some inquiry after the original Pegasus, so 
I ^ 
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much celebrated^ and the sire from wlioro all tho 
last-mentioned drew their pedigree* ^ A $our-iook- 
ing fellow of a critic^ whose province it was to curry 
him» informed me with great expressions of sorrow, 
* That the old horse was really quite worn out ; 
having been rode through all sorts of roads, on all 
sorts of errands : for that there was scarce a pedant 
living or dead, or even a boy who had been five 
years at school, hot had been upon him, either with 
leave or without : that he had long ago lost his shoos, 
broke hib knees, and 'topped Ids shoulder ; and that 
tiicreforc Apollo, in pity to the poor beast, and to 
prevent such barbarity for the future, liad ordeu d 
an edict to be fixed on the door of the stable, that 
no person or persons within his realms should foi 
the future ride or drive him, without first producing 
lus proper licence and quidification/ 

At length we arrived at the highest part of the 
mountain, where the Temple was situated* It was 
a large budding of marble, of one colour, and limit 
all 111 the same order, The statues and ba 8 «*relicis 
which adorned it, reprcsenterl some well-known part 
of poetic History* Tho whole appeared at once 
solid and elegaht| witliout that profusion of decora- 
tions, which fim the eye to pans* The inside of 
the ball was paintedi with several subjects uken out 
of the Iliad, the iEnetd, and Paradise l^ost. 1 hose 
Ckf the Iliad Iiad the passions and manners stiongiy 
charactorued, with great :»implicity of colouring, by 
the band of liaphael. The beautiful tints and soft- 
AM of the Venetian sdiool corresponded with tlic 
^nras of Ttrgih The Paradise Losl^ as partak mg of 
m foe coloming of the one, and of tbemree of the 
other, with something more expressive in the lan- 

S e and greatly resembled the style of 

. tns, while sonic of it uioit lion id scenes of 
01 fuiiuted duiMtis iccalled to my mind 
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the wild imagination and fierce spirit of a Michael 
Angelo. 

At the nppci end of the hall Apollo was seated oii 
a most magnificenl; throne of fplios richly gilt, and 
was surrounded by a great number ot pocth both 
ciucicnt and modern, l^forc him flamed an altar, 
which a pnestoss of a very sleepy countenanco con- 
tinually supplied wuh the fuel of such productions, 
as arc the daily sacriflce which is con- 

s»tant]y ollering lo the president of litetatuic. 

Being now at leisure to consider ihc plade more 
alt( ntivcly, I aaw insci ibcd pn several pillars, ^uics 
ot great repute in both the past and preseni age. 
Sonic indeed of the latter, though but lately en- 
gia\en, were nesily wotn out; while otheis of an 
lidcrdaie, inci eased m clearness the longer they 
stood , and by being more attentively \icwed, aug- 
mented their force, as ilic former became iamter. 
A particular part of tho temx)le wababsfgncd foi (he 
inscriptions of those peisons, who adding to tlieir 
exalted rank m life, a merit which might have d - 
thiguislied them without the ad\antagcs of biith, 
claim a double right tp have tin ir names prcboi vi d 
to futurity, among the monununts of so august un 
uhhcc. 

At the \ lew of so many objects, capable of ip- 
piling the most insensible %vith emulation, I found 

^cH touched with an ambition which little he- 
cduic me, and could not help imfui ting what me- 
thod 1 should pursue to attain such an honour. But ; 




and vam enough to hope sKuing to myaotf some 
little obscure comer in the temple, a sudden fu4lQ 
awaked mo, and I found c\cry thing to havdbi^ 
nicitly the effect oi my juiaginatiou. 
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129 TIIUUSDAY, MAY 1, 1755 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam 

Black-boy alley, 

»Si£i; Afnl2S. 

1 AM one of that numerous tribe oi'nien, who (as 
you lately obsewred) live t/ie Lord knows how. I have 
not i'l honour to be known to you even in person, 
for 1 seldom go abroad: but you seem by your 
writings, to be of a compassionate turn ; and there- 
fore 1 take the liberty to put myself under your 
protection. 

I am the son of an honest tradesman in Chcap- 
sidc, and was born in a house that has descended in 
the family, from father to son, through several ge- 
nerations. I had my education at a grammar- 
school in l.oodou, not far from the street where 
iny father lived, and where he used frequently to 
Call as ho passed by, to remind my master that he 
hoped 1 should s^n go into Greeh 1 vcril} be- 
lieve the good man persuaded himself, that when- 
ever tills happened, it would give him a figure in 
the eyes of the evening club. 

When 1 was about sixteen years old, my father 
observed to nu' one day, as 1 was sitting with him 
in the little back shop, that it was now high time 
for me to determine wnat scheme of life to pursue ; 
and though 1 knew that my grandfather a little be- 
fore his death, had expressed his desire of having 
me settled in the old trade, where he said 1 should 
ho sure of good will, yet 1 answered my father, 
iMIhoot hesitation, that since he gave me leave to 
"^oose for myself, 1 was inclined to study plij sic. 
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My father, v^!u> in raptures at hearing roc roako 
choice rf a learned profession, went that very day, 
and talked over the matter with an old friend of 
ItKs at (rreilianfi^^College; and the result of their 
iontiTcnce was, that I should be sent to study 
\nidcr the celebrated doctor Herman Boerhaave. 
i equipped very decently upon the occasion, aud 
iti a very lew days arrived safely at Leyden, wluciv 
I spent my time in reading the best books on the 
subject, and in a constant attendance on my mas- 
ter's lectures, nho expressed himself so pleased 
With my indei^tigable application, m to tell jone at 
parting, that I sliould be an honour to the profession, 
But 1 am sorry to tell you, Mr. Fitz^Adam, t))at 
notwithstanding this great man s remarkable saga- 
city, he knew nothing of destiny ; for since my r<> 
turn to England, 1 have lived seven years in Lon- 
<lon, undistinguished in a narrow court, without 
any opportunity oS doing either good or hurt in my 
i'ailing. And what most mortifies me is to see two 
or three of rov fellowHstudents, who were esteemed 
very dull fellows at the doctors, lolling at tlieu 
case in warm chariots upon springe, while I am 
doomed to walk humbly through the dirt, in a 
thread-bare coat and darned stockings, a decayed 
tye-perriwig, a brm-bilted sword by nty side, and 
a hat, entirely void of shape, and colour under my 
arm ; which I assure you i do not carry there for 
ornaineut, nor for fear of damaging my wig, but 
to point out to those who pass by, tbaj; I am a phy- 
sician. You may wonder perhaps at hearing no- 
thing of my father ; but alab ! the gdod men had 
the misfortune to dio insolvent soon after ttif 
return, end I lud no friend to apply to ibf as** 
f»istance* 

One day, as 1 walked through a narrow phltsage 
near St. Martin^s-lane, f 6aw a crowd of people go* 
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tliered tof^ctbcr, ami, in the muUt of them, a lar^o 
fat ^\oijMn upon tlu‘ groimd, in a fit. I ts-oon 
bi ought het to herM'H; and as I was conducting 
hci house, fihe kind!) asked me to dine with her. 1 
fouml, upon ciUcnng her door, that she kept a < hop- 
housi , and, as I was going away after a in arty 
meal, slu gave me a general invitation, in uiurn 
ibi the good office I had done her, to ‘^tep in and 
tnsu her mutton, wV.cnever I raine that w a). 1 
hy no moans ha 1 a aid to aci opt the oiler, and 
^ok ireijncnt opportuiutios of viisjilmg niy patu*nt. 
But ala-'* tho^e da}s of plenty were soon over, 
for It happcni'd unfortunately, not long after, that 
her favourite daughter died under my care, at a 
time when I assured the mother that she was quite 
out of danger. The manner in wliich she accosted 
me upon tin's occasion, made it clear that 1 must 
once more return to a course of fasting. 

As T was musing one morning, in a most discon* 
.solato mood, vuih my leg in my landlady’s lap, 
wliilo she darned one of my stockings, it came int » 
my head to collect from various books, together 
with my own experience and ob8ervatlon^, plain 
and wholesome rules on the subject of oh.t; and 
then publish them in a neat pocket volume : for I 
was mways well inclined to do good to the world, 
howevt'r ungratefully it used Me. I doubt, Mr. 
Titz^Adam, you will hardly forbear smiling, to hear 
a man, who was almost starved, talk gravely of 
compilings obuservations on diet. The moment I 
had finished my volume I ran with it to an eminent 
bookseller, near the mansion-house; he was just 
^ct down to dinner ; but upon hearing tliat there 
',wat, a geojtkmun in the shop, with a large bundle 
, papers m his coat-podee^ he courteously in- 
'* the parlour, andi desired me to do ag 

m did- As soon as the doth was taken away, 1 
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produced my manuscript, and the booksolloi put on 
Jij<; spectacles, but to iny no small inorti(Katioi>» 
«dtei {glancing his eye over the tule^page ho look** 
ed steadfastly upon me for near a minute, in a kind 
of ama/iment which [ could not ac, count for, and 
then bioke out in the following mannti— ‘ My 
cleat sir* jovi aio come to the very worst place tn 
the woild for th« ^afe of such a perfoimancc a* 
thi''. Why , vou might sotm c\pcct tlio couii of 
aldermen's ])ermission to doduate to tin m the life 
of Lewis Coinaio, as to think of pi caching upon tlic 
subject of if an and callow (tlisiimtUi between the 
Kojal Exchange and Temple- Ifai/ lie added> h»- 
deed, in a milder tone, that he was acquainted with 
an honest man of the trade^ who livc^d near Soho, 
and who would probably vettlure lop»h)t for me 
upon teasonable terms; and tba^ d 1 pleased In* 
would lecomtucnd me to him by a Utter, which 
^through the violent agitation of my spirits) 1 re 
fused- 

I walked back to my lodging with a very heavy 
heart, and with the most gloomy prosper t before 
myfc eyes, put my favourite work into a hat-hox, 
v\bich stands upon the head of my bed, and then it 
has remained ever since. 

Now the favour 1 have to beg of you, worthy 
IS; to recommend to the world, in one of your pa- 
pers, such proposals as 1 will bring to you next 
iSunday morning, or any dark evening this week, for 
publishing by Kubscription the result of my labori^ 
oas inquiries, that 1 may bo able to procure a de- 
cent maintenance. If 1 should fail m this attempt, ‘ 
my affairs are at bo low an ebb, 4liat I must submit, 
for the safety of my person, to the confinement / 
tlie Fleet, or pass the rest of my days, perbe* 
under the same roof with the unfoWonafe Tit 
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oonr» t\ho8c if nf flow (I doubt) mt tif Utt 
xvot Id. 

* 1» tho mean time, you wilt oblige me by publish- 

ing this aceotiiu^ tlut othm may take nimunt; b\ 
my md rxnmplc. That tlm ulle \afut\ o( f.ithcis 
\WuMi ihoy ifcad x\\\h story, may be rtstiained wilhm 
pri'pt r bounds j and young men not venture to en- 
gage in a learned profea^ton without tin asit^^tance 
of a i»rivafi iortunc, or the intero*it ol great friendsi. 
B<he\e me, ATr. Til^ Adam, it ih mucli more to tho 
purpose o( a ph)Sician to Jiavc tlie countenance of 
a man or woman of quality^ than the “ngacity e\u» 
ot* a Boerhaavc; for let him have wlm shart of 
leainirtg he pleases, if he has nothing better to n - 
eormnend him to public fa\our, he mu^t be con 
tent to hunger and thiisr m a gari*et up four pan o< 
stairs. 

I am, SiH, 

( a ith idl possible respt 1 1 ) 

/At unfuti nu'i( 

i. M 


TlIUnSDVY, A1A\ S, 


— - - WipU Slip} » ftn 

Gfnia iVs/wf/e — * lloj 

If there be tnuh in tin common maxim, < Tliat 
He deserves best of hi© countiy, who cm make two 
blades of gra^s grow where only one gtew before/ 
how truly vommcndable must it be (since it is so 
gr«at a merit to provide for the bea«^tb of the field) 
to add to the sustenance of man ’ and whai prai&e*? 
arc due to the inventor of a new dish * B) » new 
dish, 1 do not mean the confounding, Laslm.g, and 



N* 12S. WOBID. ' 97 

<li.'-£rui»ing of aii old one ; I cannot give that name 
to the French method of transpoismg the bodies of 
animals; serving. up idesh in skins of fish, or the 
t ssonre of mrher !h a jeljty ; nor yot to the ICnglielt 
n :n' of macerutlng sutetances, redupng 
tilings to one uniforin consistenc^fili]:id4iist^^^ 
a eond housewift* calls potting: for J am of opinion, 
that J^ouis tlie fourteenth would not., have given the 
renard !)o promised for th^ invention of a sixth 
order of arclnU cture, to the man who shoukl have 
jumbled together the other five. 

My meaning is, that as tlirough neglect or caprice 
\\e have lost some eatables which our ancestors 
hold in high esteem, as tho heron, the bittern, the 
crane, and, 1 may add, the swan, it should seem re-^ 
fjuisite, in the ordinary revolution of things, to re* 
place what has bc^cn laid aside, by the Introduction 
<*!' some eatable which was not knowti to our prede- 
(’csM>rs. But though invention may claim the first 
[)i ai5e, gv<*at honour is due to the restorer of lost 
arts ; w hcrc'forc, if the earth does not really furnish 
a sufficient variety of untasted aninials, 1 could wish 
that gentlemen of leisure and easy fortunes ivould 
apply tliemijelves to recover the secret of fattening 
and preparing for the table such creatures, as |^om 
disuse we do not at present know how to treat 
I should think it would be a noble employment for 
the lovers of antiipiity, to study to restore those In- 
fallible sources of luxury^ the salt-water stews of the 
Homans. 

Of all the improvements in the modern kitchen, 
there are none cun bear a comparison with tlic in* 
troduction of 'I’urtle. W© are indebted for this de- 
licacy, as well as for several others, to the generous 
spirit and benevolent zeal of the West-Indioi^ 
The profusion of luxury swth which the Creolian 
Knglaod covers his board, is mtended only as a foil 
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to the more exquisite dainties of America. Hi$ 
pride is, to triumph in your neglect of the (om siu r, 
while he iabours to serve you from the van ih- 
which smokes under his face, and occfi'-ion*^ him i 
toil almost as irUoloruhfea^^ that ot hi.s ^lavt s in {n> 
plantations. Bat he vrohld dk* in the service lathcr 
than sue his guests, for want of a regular siqipl^s cat 
a morse) of any food which had not crossed the At- 
lantic ocean. 

Though it was ncvt i rny fortune to he regaled with 
the true (Vuolian politeness, and though I cannot 
compliment rny couiitrywen on tlieir endeavours ti^ 
imitate it, 1 shall here give my readers a uto^t faith- 
ful account of the only turtle feast I ever had llu. 
honour to be present at. 

Towards the latter end of last summer. I called 
upon a friend in the city, who-, thougli no Wost-ln- 
dian, is a great iniporlerof turtle for liis owti eating. 
Upon my entrance at the great gates, my tuus 
were caught with the shells of that animal, which 
were disposed in great order along the walls ; and I 
stopt ,80 long in astonishtuerit at their size and num- 
ber, that I did not perct'ive my friend’s ap|jroaeh, 
who had traversed the court to receive me. IIow- 
ever» 1 could find he was not displeased to see my 
attention so deeply engaged upon the trophies of 
his luxury. Come, says he, if you love turtle, I’ll 
show you a sight ; and bidding me follow him, he 
opened a door, and discovered six turtles swimming 
about in a vast cistern, round which there hong 
twelve large legs of mutton, which he told me wete 
just two days provision for the turtlet; for that 
each of them consumed a leg of mutton every day* 
He then carried me into the hbuse» and sliowJng 
me some blankets of a p^cular sort, Tliese, 
he, are what the turtle Ik in o’ nights : Tbi\ lirt- 
particularly adapted to this use ; 1 havecstabhi? e.; . 
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nianuiacturc of tliom in the West-Indies. But 
fruicc you are carious in those matters, continued 
?u', 1 11 .^liowyou some more of my inventions. lin» 
iiK'diati ly hr unlocked a drawer, and produced as 
inan\ line saws, chisels, and instruiinents of dififelp- 
cot contrivances, us \vo\dd l^avo' a figure in 
the apparatus ot an an^omist. One was (ie.mincii 
to start a rib ; another to smpe the callipash ; tlm 
third to disjoint the vcrtcl)rfe of the back bone ; 
with ninny otliciv', for purposes which I could not. 
vi'iiiernber. I lu* next scene of wonder was the 
kitchen, in vvincli was an oven, that had been rc- 
huilt uith a mouth of a most uncommon capacity, 
on purpose for l)ie reception of an enormous turtle, 
which wii.< to be drest tliat very day, and which my 
friend iuMSted l^houhi stay to partake of. 1 woida 
gladly have been excused ; but he would not be de- 
nied : pro^iofiing a particular pleasure, in entertain- 
ing a new beginner, and assuring me, that if I 
should not happen to like it, I need not four the 
finding something to make out a dinner ; for that 
his uife, tiiough she knew it would give liim the 
greatest pleasure in the world, coeld never be pre- 
vailed on to ta.-'te a single nionsel of turtle. He then 
carried me to the ii>h, which wgs to l>e the feast uf 
tlieday, and bid me observe, that d:^ugh it had been 
cut in tw'o«fiiil twenty hours, it wiis still alive. Thi.s 
>vas indeed a melancholy truth : for 1 enuhl plandy 
observe a tremulous moiioti almost continuiilly agi- 
tating it, witli. now' and then, more distinguidiablc 
throbbing* . While J was examining these faint in- 
dications of sensibility, a jolly negro wen^h, observ- 
ing me, caixii^ up tvith a handful of ^dt, which she 
sprinkled all over the creature. This instantly pro- 
duced such violent convulsions, that I was no longer 
able to look upon a scene of so much horror, and 
run sliuddering out of the kitchen. My friend en- 



worn,!?* 


100 




(leavoured to satisiy me» by raying thatdh|obcac1 and 
hoart had been cut in pieces twenty hours boforo ; 
^ci that tho whole was that instant to be 
in boiling water: but required some retlcctiou, 
and more, or perhaps less philosophy than 1 urn 
master of, to reconcite such ap[)earances to human 
feelings. I endeavoi^i^to turn the discourse, by 
asking what news? He answered, * Tliere is a fluiL 
arrived from the Wost4ndics.* He then shook liis 
Itciidy and looked Si?n‘ou8; and after a suspense, 
which gave room for melanclu^ly apprehensions, hi- 
menied that they had been very unfortunate the Inst 
voyage, and lost the greatest part of their cargo of 
turtles; He procecdm to inform me of the various 
methods whicn had been tried for bringing over this 
wntmal in a healthy stale; for that t^e common 
way had been found to waste the fat, which was the 
most estimable part ; and he spoke with great con- 
cern of the miscarriage of a vessel, framed like a 
well4)oat, which had dashed them against each 
.other, and killed them. He then entered upon an 
€>xpl«Satioii of a project of his mvn, which being out 
of my way, opd much above my coinprchensiou, 
look up thegreateaf part of the morning. Upon 
heading the clock stfike, he rung his bell, and asked 
if his turtie^clothcs wtwe aired. While I wns medi- 
tating on this new term, and, I confess^ unable to 
divine whiU it could mean, tbe servant broiiglit in a 
coat mid waistcoat, which my friend slipt on, atul 
foldingthem round his body like a night -gown, de- 
clared, thal tbough they then ii^iing to loose about 
him, by Aot time he had >^p(die isiA* he 

should stretch them as tight as a drum*’ 

Upon Uic first rap at the door tbqfr> dieted a 
whole shoal of guests ; for the turtlc-^tet js a gre- 
gariousi I had dmost said, a sociable animal; and I 
thought it remarkable, that in so large a number, 
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thiic not be one i^bo uas a v^liolc minute 

later than the time* «a>, the ver^ cook \ias punc* 
tua] ami the ied) of the house appeared, uii this 
i\t) lordtinrjr the moment the dinnir inas 

sciud upon the table. Upon hci hrht entrance^ 
sliL ordtred tlie ahcll to be removed iiom the upper 
i ;d or the 1 ible. declaiing hbe could not beat the 

nil ot sif»)kt ot It fiontat her. It was imm diiuly 
4 li lOe^id tor a couple ot hoik d chickens, to the gioat 
10^(4 1 ot all 44 ho sit in hci neighbourhood, 44 ho iol- 
lo44cd It 44 till tluir t>cs, III44 ifdly lamenting that 
tlu> should ncvir t 4 Htc one of the good bit<^. In 
\ on did tiu}' semi then plttcs and solicit tbcir 
si lu tiu plunderers, h ho wcit now »i po^sesmon 
oi both the shelU, were sinsibk to no call but that 
ol then own appetites, and till the) hid saiisiied 
them, thi re was not one thitnould listen to any 
iniug clbC. 1 he eagerness bovicur, md dispaicli of 
tluir rapacity hating soon shrunk the choice piccei, 
the) vouchsafed to Tu Ip Uieir fricmU to the coirsir 
piit> lb thereby they cleared tlieir wiy loi the 
bcaxli durotbit delicacies; boasting aloud Ull the 
whil , til It the) had nut sent one good bit to the 
4*th4 1 cud ol tlic table. 

\V lie 11 tin meat wa» all made away with, and no« 
tiling rciuumd but what adhered to the shell, our 
Imdloid, who during tbc whole tunc had taken 
care ot nobod) but himsilf, began to cxeruschia 
sarious instnmieats , and amidst his efiorts to pro* 
cure hitns4.ll morei broke* 4iut in praxc pf th4' supe« 
nor davcui of the apmal maiiow, 44biob he was 
then boiping to, «itid for the goodness of 

which the company had his 4sord. 

1 ho guests having now drank up all the gravy ^ 
and scraped the shells quite tlean, the cloth wim 
taken away, and the wine brought upon the table. 
But tins change produced notlung new m the con- 
ic 3 
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vcr«ftlidii. Ko huatenr were cHt »M>re loud in the 
poftbUmous fame of the hero of their ^ort, ilun oui 
ejpbures fo memory of the turtle. To give j>ouic 
mtle variety to the i}iecour$c. I a»ked tf they had 
Dover tried any other creotuie which might pos- 
aibly resemble this excellent food : and propo^td 
tlic experimeot of an a]%atof» whose scales seemed 
to be intended by nature for the production oi 
green fat. I was stnpt short in my reasonnig hy a 
gentleman, who told me, that upon tnal of the 
fOlLor^ there had boco found so strong a pt rfunu to 
Sis fles^ that the stomach nauseated, ami couid not 
bear It; and that this was owing to a ball of mu^K, 
which IS always discovered in tlic head of liiat 
animoL 1 had however the satisfaction to peicexvc 
that my question did me no discredit with the com* 
pany ; and before it broke iip, 1 had no less than 
twelve invitations to turtle for the ensuiog summer. 
Besides the honour herein designed mC;, i considet 
these invitations as having more real vidue than so 
many sliares in any of tlic bubbles of tlic famous 
iSouth«aea year ; and I rnoio no doubt but that, by 
tlie time tlley iMOme duCt they will bo rcmaikahlc 
in Changevaficy. For as the gentlemen at White 6 
havo borrowed from thence thomethod of t raiufot ring 
the surplus dinners witich they Win at plity, it is 
probable they wiil| in thehr turn, furutsli a hmt to 
tfie alloy, where k will soon be as common to trails- 
for shales in rutile, as in any otlier kind of stock. 


12t. THURSDAY, MAY 15^ 1755. 

My coritssj^ildejbt of tOidby will, 1 hopot forgi\c 
me, for long delaying ihc pubiieation of bis let- 
Ur. All I can i>ay to diis gentleman, and to those 
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uln ( iotim iiui^e Ijinn by me ulmo'tt ati tiiml 
itu'tli offline^ ll^ tliatrm (>aitia)it> to «m> nerfonu^ 
*in< c of my oivn, li«a» ocuunonetl abv suih delay. 

To Mr* Fxt^-AJ>am. 

Sir; 

Ny >HS[hp^amli^U^ if» io a]|]»puir m the enute oi 
hi hur Rcx : norirmtld Ray tbmg flatter lU) vanity 
nuK Fit as the honour of &taodio^» in thia iUgene* 
« ii( I tht <^inglc elniinpfon of those^ i»houi all 
iii.ittinJ are bound to difomU Xo time amati 
ipoic propel tor this kmd oi gaiiatiiry,. than tl>o pro* 
ent, noR* ti hen the graver son of joaim artt 0^^ 
*iiiually throwing out surcoatc hintit* nt if $wi 
open invocUvoa^ ngainsi ihoir lovely country wo* 
men ; and the younger and more «f>rtg!}t)y are, item 
I hnoip not what eeuao, Icjia Ibmard tlun ever In 
elu^ir defence* Utoug^ my abtlitme aie by >H) 
nicana eqmd to my incHunUoita fortiuu scrviceaj 
guc roe leave* to ofler to you, and your polite 
tcadcrai a lew thoughta on Uua interestiiiig bubjcct* 
'IhcTuaJice of wjta Iiait, ftoni time unmoniortafi 
mrarkctl these injured beauties with the cluirgp <>l 
ieMty .Mid mconstancy ; a charge, applicable in- 
deeJ to the fniflcy ol' ouman nature in general^ but 
by no iuoftn& to be aMitud to the particular nre^ 
judicc ot the uioti amiable pan of tht bpi*t lea* ili&- 
rory and cxpcgritoce inform us, that every diflt reiii 
.'ountry prothrouti adtilerent nco oi puoph / the 
di po-iition of the xtdiabUaiiU, a> well Os the com- 
pk xion, receives a oriour feom the < imte in which 
they arc bom. Yet the vanie sctutincnts do not 
always spring from the same ^mh home strong 
particularity of genius distinguishes estiy a*va of u 
nation. From hence 'irises what, isi Uil language 
u the |»oUtc wmld, wccsdl us variable 

iwtii Kgard to principles as du^i^. It would be, uj 
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as uncommcm ami rtdiculouSi to pioFosg 
the nuixmiif oF ao old Englishmans at to strut about 
in a short clonk and trunk host* Hu' satue \ iciest - 
tUdc ol charnctor takes piocc among the ladies ; 
tfielr conduct honcvuri hm baen ^till cuoaisteut and 
irrcproichablci for they’^bf^e alw^ajs acted up to 
the (lictaUs offasluoti. 

The uKitrons ot ancient Roiiie> tbougli as remaik> 
able foi public spirit as Uiose of (ircat Britain, 
iivcre b> no means ^o h>ud of public divi rsion*;^ It 
appeals fioui a hint Horace has lelr us, that 

they n(ie with difficulty prevaSod on even to danci' 
upon holida) s. In thlsi vto may observe, they idi )> 
diffisred from those Sabine dames uiuNo 

they denved their hoanted extraction: lor so 
strongly did they think theinHdvcs bound by the 
mtnehom^ of Vasuiqn^ that they refused to imi- 
tate their illustrious anicstom^ in tlut very cacum- 
atance, to which their i titpirc ou cd Us origlnah 

Wc need nut look back so far Into antr^ufty lor 
inbtaoccs of this kind, our ouii times may better 
auppK os. Cruelty il uema} believe the lovers of 
tbemst centni v, \vni> th< re <,(nug |»asMon of those 
tyrauts, to i\hfmi tlu} denoted thcii liearts, their 
labours and tliLir iindcrst4nilmg<i» No man, I pu- 
sume, IV il) east ^uilian imputatiOQ on the present 
race oi bcautiti): tbcir inHucncc is more btnign, 
their glory h of a more exalted Otlknre: mere} is 
their chaitu tonslic. It would be a piece of impu- 
dt'ncc to axserti that they do not in every respect 
excel their relentless great grendmotberi. Beaut}', 
Mr. titz-Adom, is tne peculiar perfection oi oui 
fair contemporurics. To what then, but tlm amiabic 
compassion of these gentle cieatuicsi can be as- 
cribed a kind of miracle* a seeming change in the 
constitution of nature Till poetry and romance 
arc forgottcD} the miseries of love will be remem^ 
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ben^tl. AuUfcorb ofthr liighen have not 

HiLipkd (oa^i«rci>$) th:U the lo\eis ot their vUvn 
tliil 'very ftcqneiul) £ergotto cat aiul think; imy, 
tiiat thcY Koniefmtot proceeded iip iai ab h&ng or 
ill own tfiomwjKe'i*, for the #ak6 of <hc citw^l nym^ih'; 
liK'V adored. Wliciidei come* it then, that in an 
ajTc, to vihich (^utchfois not uokmMV»), no instunccK 
uie to bo met with of tliii diamten^ated conduct i' 
Nv the space of many ycarsi I do not lemcinlnT 
aboi'c one, and that one oocu^iiont'd by I In' lady’s 
tt iidi I Moss, not of hoart, but of coiwrienec. ‘ M liter 
iaci, therefore^ proves the truth of my asseiUoa ; 
our goddeasco have laid a^ldo the bloody disposIMoin 
oi' pagan idols; imofnut'h that scarce any man 
living has st'en a lovefs bicr covered wiih nprevib, 
f>r, lndi*od, with so much as a willow garland. 

It were mgreiitudc not to acknowledge, tn whoirf 
uO are indihied for so great a bleiuiiug. The cele- 
brated inveniors of modern romance, togcilu*! with 
tlu‘ judicious writers of tho *itagc, have ilte hununr 
of foeiiig the dclivcn*rs of their countrymen. ai ■ 

dcntly nave they pleaded ihi* public cause, that the 
ladies arc at Inst content to throw up tiie reins, to 
accept unmeaning flattery, instead of ti'ndcr sight, 
nui admit innocent freedom, in the pluci of distant 
idoration. They have ieamt to indulge their ad- 
Miirei with frequent opportunities of ga/.ing on 
iheir charnts, and arc grown too generous to ronci id 
Jioei them even the little fmhngt. of then teirjV'is. 
Sol !*» this all; while the p^i-maKKc ikniue'm 
n{ these gentlemen has found thr way to -oUeii tin* 
ngour of the fair bcx, they ha\»* animarod the icxo- 
lution of others , for by them arc wc instructed in 
the wmniog art of modest absuiance, and furnished 
with the ilern n icwf of mdnhrencc. 

Yoti w31 not hi surpri>a‘d, *'ir, that 1 jipcak 
^ armly on thif »hice<, wlnuyou arr iiiOrrocd hmv 
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fXHMt a share of the public feheity Ms to my lot. 
Had the fashionable polity of this kingdom con- 
tinned in the same aitliatioi], in \ihic1i It stood a 
hundred years ago, f had been, pf*rhap«, the mofct 
unfortunate man in the world. \o la nrt js more 
au^reptible of tender impreestons thau imius tan is 
my resolution strong enough to hold out agamst tla 
slightest attaches of a parr of briglit eyes. f-o\e, 
weak as he is, has ofVeii made me hi^ captive ; but I 
can never be too lavi<h of my applause to thoni^ ge- 
Dcfous beauties, who hwt been tbe authois of iny 
"pains: so far have they ever been from glorying in 
theirpower, or insulting the misoiies they occasioned, 
that they haye constantly employed the most 
effectual method*! to irec mo from then fetlcis. 1)} 
iboir indulgence it is, that 1 liave ai rived at tho ftfly- 
third year of my life, without Uu incumbrance of a 
wife or ieglttmatf children ; that I can now look back 
with plrasuTc on thi* dangers I have i scaped, and 
forward with comfort on the {icaceami quiet laid 
up for my old age. nus, sir, is my case ; gratitude 
prompts me to publish the obligations i mvu; and 1 
l>cg leave to take this opportunity of paying my 
debt of honour, and at the same time of subsciibing 
anysclf, 

Yoto tomlapt reariiKf admit tr^ 

And foery humble 


125. THITHSDAV, MAY 22, 1756. 


Had the many w<sc phiiosopherh of antiquity, who 
have so often and so justly compared the life of 
man to a race, lived in the present times, they would 
have seen the propriety of that simile ^catl} aug- 
mented; f r if we observe tbc Miaviour the 
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polite part of this i)ntu>n (that a^, of ah the nation) 
VO shall seo jhat tl|^ vliokt^’liTcs are one contumed 
race; in which e<v$try one hr endeavouring to dis- 
tance all h^hiiid hitn« an4 to ovartal^^>inr |^t»s by, » 
all who arc bcibie lam; every odvis ftfing fronct 
Iiib inr(*iior««in pursuit oThiS sn^iors, wfyo fly from 
Him with equal alacnty. 

Were net die Consequences of this rnliaolout 
pride ot the most destructive fiataro to the publie» 
Uu scene would be reidly entertaining. Every 
tradesnun is a imerchant, every merchant U a gen- 
tleman, and every gcntl^an one ivT the fioblesse. 
We are a nation ot frctitry, popvius generosorutn : 
we have no such thing as common people amemg 
us : betwoim vanity and gin, tiu s^H^ies is utterly 
destroyed. The sons of our lowest mechanics, ac- 
(piiring with the learning at chanty -cchooK, the 
laudable ambition of beconimg gontledulk^ despise 
their paternal occupation», and ate all soliciting fur 
the honourable employments of tido-waitem and 
excisemen. Their grrls ate all mifliners, lunntua- 
tnakers, or lady's women ; or pre^uoiptuously exet*- 
CISC that genteel prolession, whu b usc^d to be pe- 
culiarly rebel ved loi the well-educated di.^ghters of 
deceased tlergyinen. Attorneys clerk? and city 
]irenticcs dresb like cornets of dingoons, keep ihcir 
mistM s and their hunters, criticise at ih** play, 
and to.i-'t at the tayem. The merchant leiv<-».hi9 
( oiintmg house for bt- J.'imrsS , and tin country 
gc'ndcman bis own ailairtfbr those oi ibi pnblii, by 
which neither of them receives mu< li boiierit. Every 
commoner of distinction 19 impatient for a peer- 
age, and treads hard upon tim beeK of quality in 
dress, equipage, and expenses of evoiy kmd. The 
nobility, wno can aim no higher, plunge themselves 
into drat and dependence, to virc^rve ibeitf 4?ank ; 
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amlsretiHlB quicldy pxeruiiwhy their m- 

ii^ fot^ tM%t tlM thtt« pwm^ «» to 
iilAMie* u» to be, m prc< 
tb»dMlN^1iiwlfli#MtliPoco»{^ or,a«tlte 

bf w^is always 
to be usdemi^, Mira eMMlray as are amch abote 
^ vaixmtit and eoos^uoQtfy despise and 

’‘ailNdllM kfl^ aAne maena as wc oarselvob do our 
inlbl^i^ this ridicttlrais aSbctation are all the 
'pHnsorea bf aot^ lifot tB die edraotages of 
trkrtdiyeonveffietttlMlyiERstroytl^ Wediooseuot 
^ur rompanibne for thefr wit and bWiang, thtir 
l^ood humour w'^eed sense, but for their power of 
uoblttfttlf thie lutag^nkry dignity ; as if grastness 
wM eohsmumeable, tdib the powers of Uie load- 
stooo, by frtetioD, or by booiact, like electn* 
city. Eviiry yoiuw ecnt»ei)i|aa is taught to bo> 
liove it is ttione ra^Bw, and more honourable, to 
dei^tw Ids dme, las fi^uni^ his inonils, and Ins 
unramahtditg at a giuidisg-house erith the &fU com* 
fxmyt dnn t» hunrose them ali in the coovenatlim 
, of im umM hwetdeus and entertaining of his equals *. 
ood’Otbry /|sji«draooiled ghi, in msbionaMe hfe, 
oMtoaes ra(^ to eodim the affimted silence and in- 
solent head-mdisfiay htdr duchess for a whole even- 
ing, than tojpWB w hi naiiw iMd jollity wiUi the most 
amiable of her 'stsquidnwnce* xor dloce it is possl- 
. bio dittsohia ^ my raaden, who have not had the 
bonomr of behm adan^ded into the iesf soapMtiw, 
dtouM imagine nutt mbong each there ii aver me 
beet erantaa^dn, UmMOst lively wH, the moat pro- 
found Ihn most engi%hm affiduUty and 

poHtensm^t n tti^ hb prpnit to tmoMutham# that 
thtshiWto tbaans iawa|i''ihe due? butUmtlra- 
quc»nlf%p^ dnap8ny3tfe' is said, and hbaat- 
. atnded totdnn dispmdtion. dn^nw «bber to please 




out of iottaacriAje fashfoai in -nba variety or 
divemoos, ev«r> one of whicluh^jkmaWe««ii% 
to dModoQ, as soon aa oeauptedt ter thenr iiatetfri* 
nent iivah. In vaio teve they hhytsd 
with lacc and einbr^ld(dr|i'Md wtiewM 
in boops 00)1 futhetep* : bad fe* 

coune to foll-hottanied nomifw ahovtoupees , to 
bigh'heads, and lowdiet^'ltw )M htim at all ( 
ti^do has bMtowed rirJiueafOa thar CQpi|gi^ tt ta, and 
ricbes have ptoeured thatn e^iil fip^. Itair has 
curled as geoteeTly on one s^ oC yii p ^ed ftf y as on 
the othei, and hoops have growh la w prod^ioos a 
magnitude in the fo g gy air oI Ch(Niia^e> aa Sg thg 
purer regions oi Oroa«a{tm> 4 gha»and llili> 8 ^c^ 
With as htde smmsas bavg owiasi aratoriosv ri* 
dottos, and other expensive maesrion been ia» 
vmded to exclude M eoo^ay t traduaiuen, by en* 
hanoug their prices, have found Ut^tets fos* thetf 


their own aitpeitse i atid> She true coiigtirrors, Igtiw j 
obliged the enawy 10 pay for their dsd^ 
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Tor many years was this combat between the 
good and bad ctmtpany of ibis mclropoJis performrcl, 
like the ancient tilta mi touniamcDts, Tbtfore his» 
Majesty and the royd ftwly# every Friday night 
an the drawing room at , which now ap- 

Hh it vauaiiy fares widt ihi seat of war, deso- 
mor and ubbbabited^ and totally deserted on both 
aides t except that m a twelfth-night the bad cmpanN 
never fail to assemble, to commemorate annually 
tbe\ictOries tht7 liavc there obtained. 

I'he good company being thus every where put to 
flight, thoyihcmghtpropei ai la-^t to retire to then own 
t^itaiUK; that n), to ioiintmnu rous and bnllkont as- 
Semblits M thtir own hotels, in whidi they ima- 
gim^d, that they could neititer be imitated, nor in- 
ti uded on, IJat here again they were grievously 
misiaktm; for no sooner was the given, but 

( vt I ) httle lodging-house in ton n, of tn o rooms and 
a closet on a floor, oi rather of two closets and a 
cupboard, to. mod wiUi card-tables, and overflowed 
with cumpany : and as utaktjiga crowd was the great 
pomthcrepimcipallyaimt dat, thcsmallor tht hoiisis, 
and the more iwh^ercnt tin* compaiu, tljib point 
was the more casih cflocted. Nor (‘onld intrusion 
be bettei guardeil ag«iinst than imitation; for by 
some nu ans or otlu i, titheir by the iorce of beauty 
or of tlrcs^, of >\«,alth or impudence, of folly enough 
to lose gieat suras at pla), or of knavery enough to 
wm them, oi of soim such eminent or extraordinary 
fjualiflontmns, their plebuan enemies soon broke 
through the stttmgest of iheir barriers, and mingled 
ill the ihickest of their ranks, to the utter destruc- 
tion ot all superiority and distmction. 

Hut thougti it must be owned that the affiurs oi 
the good umtpnvif art now in a very bad situation, 
^ yet I ^ouid not have them despair, nor perpetually 
carry about tlie marks of their defeat in their couu- 
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tenanccs, sd visible in ai mikture ff /krtc and (U^‘ec* 
tion. They have still one left to fly to, 

iviiidi, witft all their ad wtag^ of birth and educa- 
tion, It is sumrismip they ibould not long since liave 
discovered^^but id,uOo ibe^, have not, 1 stiall beg 
leave so poibl it oat| ahd » is this : that they OOce . 
more retire to the tmi|-deieH^d fruto of tme 8ri“ 
tish grandeur, their princely sebta and ftiagnificent 
castles In their several counties; and there, arm**, ^ 
ing tliemseivcs with religion and virtue, lioifpitality/' 
and charity, civility and friendship, bid defiance to 
their impertinent pursuers. And though 1 will not 
undertake that they >hall not, even here, be foiiotved 
in time, and imitated by their inferiors, yet so averse 
arc all ranks of people; at present to this sort of ' 
retirement, so totmly disused from the exercise of 
those kinds of arms, and so . unwilling to return to 
it, that I will venture .to promise, it will be very lung 
before they can be overtaken or attacked ; but that 
here, and here only, they may enjoy their favou* 
rite singularity unmolested, for halt a century to 
come. 

NM26. THURSDAY, MAV 29, 1755. 


I AM favoured by a correspondent with the follow- 
ing little instructive piece, which he calls 

Thc Aht ok 11aim»ine.ss. 

A good temper is one of the principal ingredi-." 
ents of happine.ss. This, it may be said, i$ the work 
of nature, and must be born w ith us : and so in a 
good measure it is ; yet sometimo^s it may be ac- 
quired by art, and always impraved by culture. Al- 
most every object that attracts our notice, has* its 
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bright and its tljirk side: fee that habituates himself 
to look at the displeasing side, will sour his dlsposi- 
tion, and cdnseqmmtly impair bis happiness; while 
ho who constantly beholds jt.ou the bright side, in* 
8(^n6ihly nneliorates fers atid in consequence 

of it, improves his own hap^i^OS^:and the happiness 
of all about him. 

Arachne and friends. Thpy are 

both of them women and alike in birth, 

fottune^ edttoation, and accompl/>5!unentS. They were 
originally alike in temper too ; hut by different ma* 
nageincnt are growMi the rcversrc of each other. 
Arachno has accustomed herscli' to look only on the 
dark siile ofevory ol)joct. If a new poem or play 
• makes its. appearance, witli\a thousand brilliancies, 
and but one or two blemish, slse sliduly skims 
over the passages that should give her pleasure, and. 
dwells upon those only that. fill her with dislike. 
11’ you show her a very excellent portrait, she looks 
, at some part of the drapery which has been neg- 
lected, or to a hand or tioger that has been left un- 
finished. Her gavdeii U a very beautiful one, and 
kept with griMt neatness and elegancy ; but if you 
take a walk with lior in it, she talks to you of no- 
ihiiig hut blights and storms, of snails and catter- 
pillars, and hOw impossible it is to keep it from^tlie 
litter of falling leaves and wortn-casts. If you sit 
doAvii in one of her temples, to enjoy a delightful 
prospect, she observes to you, that there is too 
much wood or too little water; that the day is too 
sunny or too gloomy; that it is saltry,^ or windy; 
;md ^in^^l)cs ivirh a long harangue upon the wretch- 
fducss of our climate. When you return with 
her lo the company, in hopes ot a littfo checiful 
conversation, she casts M gloom over ail, by gi\ - 

t ing you the history, of her ovrn bad health, or of 
mclnnrholy nccideni t!>^U h ii; h. tillcu ciu i f 
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dallp;i)tor^s chndrcn. Thus she insensibly sinks 
her oivn spirits, and the spirits of ail around her, 
and at last discovers, she not why, that her 

friends are grove. 

Melissa is the reverse of ell this. By constantly 
habituating herself to look only on tlie bright side 
of objects, she preservet^'^erpetual cheerfulness 
in Iiorself, which, by a kind of happy contagion, she 
communicates to all about her. Ifany misfortuite has 
befallen her, she consiilers it might have been worse, 
and is thankful to Providence for an escape. She 
rejoices in solitude, as it gives ber an opportuiilty 
of knowing herself ; and in society, because she can 
communicate the happiiiess she enjoys. She op- 
poses every man’s virtues to his failings, and can 
nnd out something to cherish and applaud in the 
very worst of her acquaintance. Slie oj)ans every 
book with a desire to be eatertaiued or instructea, 
and therefore seldom nrisses what she looks for. 
Walk with her, though it be but a heath or a 
common, and she will discover numberless beau* 
ties, unobserved before, in the hills, the dales, 
the broom, the brakes, and the variegated flowers 
of weeds and poppies. She enjoy*s every change of 
weatlicr and of season, as bringing with it ^ome- 
thing of health or convenience. In conversatio)! it 
is a rule with her never to start a subject that k^icJs 
to any thing gloomy or disagreeable; you ilicre- 
fore never hear her repeating her own gric\ anees, 
or those of her neighbours, Or (what is worst of all) 
their faults or imperfections. If any thing of the 
latter kind be mentioned in her hearing, sfie has 
had the address to turn it into entertainment, by 
clianging the most odious railing into a pleasant 
raillery. Thus Melissa, like the bee, gathers ho- 
ney from every weed; while Arachne, like the 
spider, sucks poison from the fairest flowers. I'hc 
it 3 
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consequence is, that oi‘ two trmners, oftre very 
)H*arly allied, tho one h for ewi* sour anvl dissiuib- 
fied, the oilier always gay und checiful; tlie one 
spreads a universal gloomy the other a continual 
sunshine. 

There is nothing tuqe© worthy of our attention 
than this art of IvappineA^ In conversatiun, as well 
as life, happim^s ‘.ery ofi.OA ilepondf^ upon ilie 
slightest incitlciiU*. Tlie taking notice of the 
nesS of the ^v-u^i^erJunor^!^^‘il^t wind, the approach 
of winter, or any trilling rin unisstanco of the dis^ 
agreeable hind, shall insensibly rob a whole i om- 
puny of its good liumour, and Hing every mem- 
ht?r of it into the vapours. If therefore we would 
be happy in ourselves, and are desirous of com- 
municating that hnppiue.NS to all about us, thei<o w/« 
rtuilet of conversation ought carefully to be attend- 
ed to. 'Hic brightness o»‘ the sky, the lengthening 
of the days, the increashig verdure of the spring, 
the arrival of any little piece of good newn^, or what- 
ever carries with it the most disianl glimpse of joy, 
shall frequently be the parent of a social and happy 
cotiversatiou. Good munners exact frona this 
regard to our company. The down may repine at 
the sunshine that ripens his harvest, because his 
turnips are bunitupbyit; but the man of refioc- 
incnt will extract pleasure from the thuniler-storni 
to which he is exposed, by remarking on the plenty 
and refreshment which may be expected from such 
a shower. 

Thus does good manners', as \v<.H as good aensr, 
direct us to look at^very object on the bright side ; 
and by thus acting, we chcrUh und improve both 
the one and the other. By tins practice it is that 
Molishn is become the wisest and best-bred woman 
living; and by this practice may every man and 
woman arrive at that easy benevolence of temper. 
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uliich Uic w-oiM rails gooj-naturc, anO tbcunp 
tiMi who&e natutal and ncvtr-failni;, limi 

i. II MTINFS'?. 

i taunoi better conclude tbiM paper tbin with 
tlio ode, which I reicmd tVoin another 

i o»^^^pf>ndent, mid wluch «eenw» to be written m tiv 
^ »nie 'puit of cheerlulncsa^with the above esMiy . 

ODE TO MOUNI\(i 

The vu \ tiinr «// (/<///, 

/ 0 Ih avtt nu{)i>hn^ fu a s // /«//, 

Thnt rea/M ihi hlMfimj' Moiu: 
wtfh fh irtspo tits' f it 

stkd fmt tht I'ow’ii, uAnse *>hid si pplitA 
77/’ ettiiif/nl plants ath in, 

Fm hciUL\ 0 Nfoiii ’ thy pt ttst 

Si rtf nth ynanl in wibh} toys 
Ain (id t ha^ hfrn w///^ ; 
l\ hen thine onn spLens l tpiir^ Ihy name 
Sentri ftoiu Ime^ shrUtue in Jatnc, 
ImimrifdtZid btj \ oc s(^.- 

hhth 1 'ipcak^ AtRou\ shtds 
Hit tally honour i oVr I hi mi ads , 

The springing vrtHu^s mile ; 

H dfi s heeifid hadt^ the xMa^ < s^ifun 
lit tun s ihi inboui % nf the plains 
And ncfls Ifi accuslomediotL 

Days monatcfi cf^rnn fn Uess the year ' 

Ysi piiYKs tcardon round Ins //ir, 

Aion^ fit' (Fthcieal road; 
p£ I M Y and III \L i if alttmi htx beai 
hid i’linrH, dnnnefy bright j proclaim y 
The vkiit ^ the Oorf. 
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Atod hif the my snul rex'errs 
The great First Causk, that bade the spheres 
In tuneful order move : 

Thine is the sablc*ntani(ed nighty 
Unseen Almighty ! and thr lioht 
The radiance of thy love. 

Hark ! the avoakefCd grote repays 
With melody the genial rays. 

And echo spreads the strain i 
The streams in grateful murmurs TU 7 U 
The bleating focks salute the sun. 

And musir glads the plain. 

While Nature thus hef‘ charms displays, 

Let me enjoy the fragrant breeze^ 

That opening f OH!* 7'S diff\ise f 
Temp’rance find Iknocekce attend, * j 
These are your haunts^ your influence Imd, 
Assodaics of the Musz ! 

Riot, and Gvilt, and sfiasUng Care, 

And fell Revenge, and black ut^v.ww. 
Avoid the m&ntings light ; 

Nor beams the mn, nor Rooms the rose 
Their restless 27assions to compose. 

Who ViiiTUR’a dktaits slight. 

Along the mead, and in the wood. 

And ofi the fnargin if the flood, 

The Goddess \o(dks copfist ; 

She gives the landscape porvr to charm, 

The Sun his genvd heat, to tvanu 
The wise and generous breast. 

Happy the man ! whose iran^il mind 
Sees Nature in her changes kind. 

And pleas'd the whok surveys ; 



For him the morn smiks^ 

Ami rornhtg Atadrs revcard the toils 
That measiire out hi& da^s* 

The vari/iftn ifear maj^ sht/l the srrne^ 

7 hr Mmndiag tnnpesl lash the inainy 
And Heavens own ihujidcrsroU ; 

Cuhvl^ hr vicxvs the burning stO}yriy 
Tempests nor thunder can dejbrm 
The morjiinj^ souL 

*c. % 


N‘127. THURSDAY, JUNES, 1755. 

Quii turrus hie nostris successit scdihus hospes i 

Qum $ese orejerem y— V r n o . 

Altiioitor 1 profess myself a zealous advocate 
i'ijr modern fashioo, and lliavo couutermnced boine 
ol' its tmldest innovations, yet I cannot but recall 
uiy approbation, when I sec it making some very 
irregular and uujustifiabie sallies, in opposition to 
truo policy and reasons of state. In testimony of 
the perfect quietism I have hitherto observed in this 
iespeet, 1 doiy any one to convict me of having 
uttered one syllable in praise of the good roast bc'ct* 
of Old Kngland, since the ooiisptracy set on foot 
by the Creolian epicures totally to banish it our 
iftland. On the other hand, it k well known I liave 
!)eeii lately present at a turtle feaat in person, and have 
at this very hour several moro engagements upon, 
my hands. I have acquiesced Kke wise* with great 
siiul sudden revolutions in drc$B, as well as taste ; 

I have submitted, in opposition to the clamours of a 
iiiimcrous party, to dismantling die intrenebments 
i>) the hoop, on a tacit pruiuisc from my fair cu)tm- 
trvwomen (in compliance to tlie application of the 
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young meo) that Uiev woidd leave the of 
the leg at least apt visible as before. 1 have made no 
objection Ito ttieir vrearixiff the cardinal, though it 
be a habit of popish et}nnologv> and was, 1 am afraid, 
iirst invented to hide the sluttishnm of French 
dishabille. Nay, 1 have even connived at the im- 
f^rtatiou of roujrc, tipc^ serious conviction that a 
ntie: woman has on hupdil^tible right to he mis- 
tress of her own comfdeition ; neither do 1 know 
that we have any pretence to subject her to the ne- 
c^ity of tellmg us on the morrow, tfie late hours 
she was under engagement to keep the night before ; 
a grievance, which through the extreme delicacy 
of her natural complexion, could no otherwise be 
remedied. 

My absolute compliance in so many important in- 
stances, will 1 hope secure me from any imputation 
of prejudice against the dominion of fashion, which 
1 am at last under the necessity of opposing, as it 
has introduced under its sanctioDi one of the most 
dangerous and Impolitic customs that was ever ad- 
mitted into a commonwealth, which is the unna- 
tural and unconstitutional practice of inocli.a- 
TioN. The evil tendency of this practice I have 
such unanswerable ai|[umcnts to evmce, as 1 doubt 
not will banish it our island, and send it back to the 
confiiics of Circassia, from whence one could hardly 
suspect a lady of quality would have been so wicked 
a$ to have imported it« 

T mu^ dm premise, which is not greatly to its 
credit, that it is of "Turkish extraittion; and (to 
speak as a ftianj 1 profess ,i dread lest it should be 
a means of introducing, in these opera daj^s, some 
move alarming practices of the seraglio. 

It seems likewise, by-the-by, to strike at the be- 
lief of ahwhte predestination ; for (as a zealous Cal- 
vinist gravely remarked) is it not very presumpiu- 
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ous for a 3 ^oung lady to uttotnpt securing not above 
twenty spots in her face, when.peduipt Jtis abso- 
lutdy dtcrced she shall have two hundred, or none 
at aft ? 

But to my first, argument. The world, in gene- 
ral (for 1 pay no regard to what the author of the 
Persian letups asserts to tlie, contrary), is certainly 
much over-peopled; audl of it in this me- 

tropolis, we cannot but wihiy remarlt, in the con- 
stant labour of builders, masons, &c. to fit Up habi* 
taiions fur the increasing supernumeraries. This 
inconvenience had in a great measure been hitherto 
prevented, by the proper number of people who were 
daily rcmove<l by the small-pox in the natural way ; 
om*^ at least, in senen dying, to tfm great ease and 
convenience of the survivors V whereas since inocu- 
tATfON has prevailed, all hopes of thinning our 
people that way are entirely at an end ; not above 
onv in </iw hundied being takOn ott’, to the great in- 
cundirance of society* So tliot^ unless we should 
spei'dily have a war upon the continent, wo sliall bo 
in danger of being eaten up wWi famine at home, 
thiough the multiplicity ot our people, whom we 
have taken this unnatural muthod of keeping alive. 

My second argument was suggested to mo hy a 
very worthy country gentleman ofiny accfuaintance, 
whom I met ibis morning taking some iresh air hi 
the park. I accosted him with the free imperti- 
nence of a friend at the first interview. * What 
brought you to town, sir f * My wife, sir (sfly s he, in 
a very melancholy tone), roy wife* It had pleased 
her, the first four years m our marriage, to live 
peaceably in the coufitry, and to emfiloy herself in 
setting out her table, visiting her neighbours, or at- 
tending her nursery: and if eyiii’ wish broke out 
after the diversions of the icfe^n, it was easily sooth- 
ed down again, by my saying, with accents of ten- 
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dcrness, My dear, wo would certaiuly sc'c London 
this spring, but niy last letters toil me, Uic small 
pox is very much there* But no sooner had she 
heard the fatal success of iNOCVtAXloN, than sim 
insisted on the trial of it;^ms succeeded; and 
having baffled my old valuable argument to keep her 
in the counti^, has huffed me to toMn, and is now 
most it^dustnousiy up hei^lbur years loss of 

time at the abbey, l>y’4Stdering with the most cou- 
rageous spirit into every party of pleasure she can 
possibly partake of/ 

The inference I would make from roy friend^s 
story, is, not that the nation is deprived hcrcliy of 
a convenient bugbear to confine ladies to the coun- 
try ; an abuse, 1 would by no moans countenance ; 
but to show only to our sagacious politicians, who 
are searching for more important reasons, that it is 
undoubtedly owing to the mcrcuse of tkoci;i.ati<)n, 
together with the number of convenient turnpikes, 
that so many of our worthy country gentlemen have 
cviicuateil their hospitable seats, and roll away with 
safety and tranquiUity to town, to the great dnniim- 
tion of country neighbourhood, and the insurt'era- 
blc incumbrance of all public places in this metro- 
polis. 

Another ill coiiaeqa^ce of this practice I have 
'remarked more thari once, in walking round the 
circle at Ranelagh, Beauties are naturally disposv d 
to be a little insolent; and a consciousness oi* su- 
iwrior charms, where the possession is confirmed 
to the party, is very apt to break out into little 
triumphant airs and sullies of haughtiness towards 
those of avowed inferiority in that respect* Hence 
that air of defiance, so visible in the looks of our 
finest women, which in the last age was sofeetted 
and corrected with somO small traits of meekness 
and timidity; while the unhappy group of plain 
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women, who bear about them those honourable 
s^car3 for which they ought U) be revered^ can 
scarcely meet with a beauty who will drop them n 
curCsy, or a beau wlio will lead them to 4heir cha- 
riots* 

. Neitlicr-do I think it for the advantage of a com- 
iftoriwealth to be overstoc)^ witli beauties. They 
are undoubtedly the mostl^^le fumitarc for pub- 
lic plai::es> very proper obji^ts to embellish an as- 
isicmbly room^ and the prettiest points of view in 
the {)ark; but it is believed by some, that your 
plain women, whose uitderstandin^ are not per- 
verted by ndiuiration, make die discrectost wives, 
:ind the best mothers: so that to secure a constant 
supply ol* jit and ugly women to act in these neces- 
sary cnpacicicH, this modern invention for the pre- 
servation of pretty faces oog^t no doubt to be abo- 
ii.^hed ; since, on a just computation, ten hne women 
;.rr annum (which we can never want in England) 
will be sufficient to entertain the beau momie for a 
whoh' sca**on, and completely furnish all the public 
phu-c'^ every night if properly disposed. 

i had some thoughts of laying these arguments 
iignioft INOCULATION before the legislature, in 
hopes that f!it*y would strengthen them with their 
authority, and give them tbc sanetioii of a law 
against so pcrnictous an invention : but I was dis- 
couraged by a friend, who convinced me, that how- 
e ver just 1 might be in my opinion, that ou? peo- 
ple were growing too numerous, and in the < ausi • 

, to which 1 imputed it, Uio pernicious success oi* 
INOCULATION; yct it might be impolitic to at- 
tempt reducing them at this critical sciison, when 
the legislature may have occasion to dispose of them 
some other way. He proposed to me, as the most 
effectual means of suppressing this growing evil, 
that it should be recommended to some zealous 
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and fashionabic prcadier to denounce Ins anathe- 
mas againat winch would not fail to doter all la- 
dies of quality feom the practice of it. I would 

rather proposOi that a {^Iden medal should be 
given by the college of phyjvicians to the ablest of 
tlic jgrofessioRj who should publish the cqmidoatefit 
treatise to prove fas ttudouptedly. might oejprove^ 

* That whatever oistea^^ any person shan die of 
at st^iy years of a^e^ must infallibly be owdng to 
his having, been inooulated at smu: and that 
every person who has had the small pox by ind- 
ct7iJiTtoN » may Imve it afterwards ten times in the 
natural way.* 


NM^28. THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 1755. 


Montaicnk tells us of a gentleman of liis coun- 
try, much troubled with the gout, who bring ad- 
vised by his physicians to abstain from salt nicats, 
askenl what else they would give him to quarrel with 
itt the extremity of his fits ; for that he iiiuigined, 
cursing one minute the Bologna sausages, and ano- 
ther the drietl tongues he bad ..eaten, was some mi- 
Mgation ofhis pain. 

Jf all men, when they arc either out of liealth, 
or out of Jiuinour, would vent their rage after the 
manner of thb rrenchman, the world wogld be a 
much quieter one than \\c ^ee it at present But 
dried tongues and sauj-uges have no feeling of our 
displeasure; iherefbrc we reserve it for one ano- 
ther : and he that can wound his ueigUbour tn his 
fume, or so\r the seeds oi' discord in his family, de- 
rives hapijines's to himseif. 

1 once kiitw a Imsbaud and wife, who without 
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having the least tinettiro of affection for each oilier, 
or any singte accomplishment mind or person, 
made a shift to live comfcniablj M^ by contri* 
bating equally to the abuse of th^r acquaintance. 
Thef cdn«deratian of oUc another's uneasiness, or 
^ what Was ati)l better, tliat it was in tbeir powi^ to 
inflict it| kept p^ti, aicktmi|, and misfortune from 
touching them too ttearlf|^^'Ihcy coDccted sepa- 
rately the scand^ of die dav, and made themselves 
company for oiic another, by consulting how they 
might dispeme it with additions and imprhvenienta. 
I have known the wife to have been cured of a fit 
of the cholic, by the husband's telling her that a 
young lady of her acquaintance was run off* with her 
iutlier’s footman ; and I once saw the hushand sit 
with a face of delight to have a tooth drawn, upon 
my bringing him the news that a very paiticular 
friend of his was a bankrupt in the Gazette. Their 
losses at cards were what chiefly tormented them ; 
not so much from a principle of avarice, as from 
the consideration that what They had lost, others 
had won ; anil upon these occasions the family peace 
has been sometimes disturbed. Hut a fresh piece of 
bcandal, or a new misfortune befalling any of the 
neiglibourhuod, has immediately set matters right, 
and made them the happiest people in the world. 

1 think it is an observation of tlie witty and inge* 
nious author of Tom Jones (I forget his words) that 
the oqly unhappy situation in marriage i$ a state of 
indiffCTcnce. Where people love one another, saya 
he, they have great pleasure in obliging ; and wlierc 
they hate one anotlier, they have equal pleasure m 
tormenting. But where they have neither love nor 
hatred, and of consequence, no desire either to 
please or plague, there can be no such thing as hap- 
piness. That this observation may be true in ge- 
neral, 1 very readily aitow ; yet 1 nave instanced a 
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couple wlio, thouji^h Indifferent to cadi other iw 
it was passible for iiiiui and wife to be, hove yet 
contrived to bO' bappy ^irdagh the tnislortunes of 
their friends, V . v . .. 

But it is neyertiWesi of happinesi^ that it is 
priflcijpally to lie foWd^aitli^e ; and ther^oro„]it isv ^ 
that in most one sfeses tlfe" teiis- 

))aud and wife (inl^^ jbf cementing thetnsetvei^ 
with the miseries of "ihw licigliboura) imitunlly 
plaguing one another i: and 'after a sueccBsion of' 
disputes, oontradlctions^ mortifications, sneers^ jn)utS;, 
abuses, and sometimes blows^ they retVeat sepa- 
r:it('iy into eomp^y^ add are the ea^dst and plea* 
santi'st people alive/ V * 

'riuU this is to bhiajaluallylwipny, Tbelieve few mar- 
ried couples will deny ; ^spec^Ily if they have lived 
tcigether a fortnight) and of cdurae arc grown tired 
dr .ibiiging. But it has been very luckily discover- 
ed, that as our sorrows are lessened by part.iHpation.> 
j»o also are our joys ; and that unless the pleasure of * 
tormenting be confined entirely to one party, the 
liappinf'.s of cither can by no means ho porfecU 
. The w ifo therefore of a meek and tender disposi- 
tion, who makes it the study of her life to plea-^e and 
oblige her husband; and to whom he is imU hud 
for every advantage be enjoys, is the fiitest object 
of his tyranny and aversion* Upon such a wile he 
mav exert hiinsoff nobly, and have all the picasurt' 
to himself ; but I would advise him to enjoy it with 
some little caution, because (though tlic weekly 
bills take no notice of it) there is really such a di'^*- 
ease as a briaken heart; and tlie misfortune is, that 
tWre is no tormenting a dead wife. 

Happy is the husband of such a woman : for un- 
less a man goes into company with tlie consciouif* 
pleasure of having left his wife xnisei'ablc , at homo, 
his temper may not be proof against every accident 
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he may meet mth abroad i but having first of all 
discharged his spleen and ill-humour upon his own 
family» hegoes into company prepared to be pleased 
and imppy with every thing that occurs: or if 
crosses and disappointments should unavoidably 
happen, he has a wife to repair to, oix whom he can 
bestow with interest, every vexation he has received. 
Thus it was honestly and wisely said by the old 
Serjeant of seventy, who, when his officer asked him 
how he came to marry at so great an age, answered, 
* Why, and please your honour, they tcaze and put 
me out of humour abroad, and so T go home and 
beat my wife.* And indeed happy is it for society 
that men have commonly sudh ijEpositories for their 
ill-humours; for 1 can truly assert, that the easiest, 
the best-natured, and the most entertatning man I 
know out of his own house, is the most tyrannical 
master, brother, husband, and father in the whole 
world ; and who, if he had no family to make mi- 
serable at home, would be the constant disturber of 
every party abroad. 

ljut I am far from limiting this particular privi- 
lege to the husband : the wife has it sometimes in 
Iicr power to enjoy equal happiness. For instance, 
when a woman of family and spirit condescends to 
marry for a maintenance a wealthy citizen, whose 
delight is in peace, quietness, and domestic en- 
dearments ; such a woman mOy continualFj^ fill his 
lioiiMMvith routs and hurricanes; she may tcaze 
and fret him with her superiority of birth ; she may 
torment his heart with jealousy, and waste his sub- 
stance in rioting and gaming. She will have one ad- 
vantage too over the male tyrant, inasmuch as she 
may carry her triumph beyond the grave, by making 
the children of her husband’s footman the inhe- 
ritors of his fortune. 

Thus, as an advocate for matrimony, 1 have en- 
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tcrei) into a particular disc][ui$itioin of its principal 
comforts ; aiui that no motires may he wanting to 
induce men to engage in it, I have endeavourett to 
bhow that it is next to an impusMbility for a couple 
to miscarry, since hatred as well as love, and intlif- 
fcrcncc m well as either (1 mean if j>eople have 
, enough to make a right u^e of their friends 
inisforluncs) h sutheient for happiness, indeed it’ 
IK hard to guess, when oa^ reads in the public pa- 
pers that a treaty of niijrriagc is on foot between the 
right honourable lord Somebody, and lady lh‘ity 
Siuh-a-one, wh^dji^, his lordships and the latly f 
passiolii bo lavC^^^imrcd: and, to say trull), 
of very little cotH^liSmce to which of these pas- 
sions their desir,el 8 ¥wuiing together i> first owing : 
it hoing at lea^ fi»ur, that in the coinpasa of 
a 1)101 uli, they anoilier hcanily. But Jet 

not this delcr any oJ^iuy readers from entering into 
ilu! state of matrimony ; since Uieplcasuro oi obliging 
rhe ob]t‘Ct vit* our dmres^ is at least equalled by the 
pleasuic q\' lonncnling the object of our aversion. 


12 a THORSDAY, JUNE 19, i75>. 

I sn M.L^nake no apology for the foilowing misn b 
laitcous letters, unless it be to the writers of them, 
for so long delaying their publication. 

To Mr. riT/-ADAM. 

Sir; 

The late earl Marshal applyingto a bookseller at 
Paris for some English books^ was answcrcil by the 
frenchman tliatbe had none in his shop, except unc 
bagatcikt called the Bible. Your readers will 



vw 129. woiiui. 1:^7 

be iDfermed, lYmt thisjpe^^e bngnMls^ sx\a the book- 
seller termed it, conkainfi (among other niiUtirs) 
some little treatises of eastern wisdom, and parti- 
cularly certain maxims collected by one king Solo- 
mon, of whom mention is made in Prior’a potmis. 
Solomon was, as captain Bluff says of Scipio. a pretty 
fellow in hie day^ though most of his maxims have 
been confuted by experience. But I only make 
mention of him, to show how exactly the wVtwow.s 
ivomnn of that monarch corresponds with the Jtiu^ 
livhj of the pn/sent times. 

WHO van find a ri/lnous says Solomcm. 

By the way» he must have rominin}’, or 

else riV/?io/r.v no/ara Here scarci' in those 

days ; for it will be no that five thoit- 

s^aiid virtuoufi %0onwn may he ai^ii^bfed at any tinu^ 
in this metropolis, on a n/^/£l5r ^ibrning. Solomon 
Ucscrihes the character so that & is m>t easy to mis- 
take it» aSAc hringeth her fmd from njnr, '['hat is 
to say the tca-tabk of the viritious wowan is sup- 
plu>iJ Mriili sugar and cordials from Baibadocs, and 
with tea from China : the bread and butter and sr?m- 
dal only being the produce of her native country. 
Shr yjsrth v:hiht it ts yet night. This cannot lite- 
vail} be said of our modern virtuous uontm ; l>ut one . 
may venture to assert, that if to the xMh it is yet 
liighiy !)(' the characteristic of virtue, to ait up (hr 
:\hu!r night f ajid tltereby have no occjision for 
rii*ing at all, must imply no ordinary measure of 
goodness. She slrcngthenvlh her arins. This is n 
circumstance of some delicacy : Such mysteries suit 
not the vulgar car. The luisbaml of the virtuousr’ 
uoman may say, as the poet says of friendship with 
the great, etipertus mtiuli. She mahtk herself cq- 
veriftga tapestry ; her clothing u siltc and pHi^e, 
Tliis plainly ioclfcates that no lady can be consuni** 
imitely virimus^ unless she wear, brocaded silkh, and 
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robings of French embrotdtTy. To these Solomon, 
iiiritl) all the accuracy ef a tire-*woraan, adds purple 
ribbons. 1'liis passiige is tiable to misapplication ; 
but the woids ,s7/4' maketu Jierself coverin^sl mem 
not that a m luoiis tvomau must of neceasity be a 
\rork-watiiao ; io mah^ signifies io occasion the mah^ 
(ifajiy thing : thus a person is said to make ink* 
m/, when, in truth, it is not hc» but his money that 
makes the itUeresL . Thus Augustus fought battles 
by proxy ; and thus many respectable personages 
beget cliildren. 8o tlmt a ’oiriuous •woman need not 
embroider in person : let her pay for tlie work she 
bc.^peaks, and no ia required. Her husband is 
/i/iow7i %n the gates* ^.^orc universally known by bis 
relation to by his own name. Thus 

you are told ^ Ttmt is Mrs. Such-a- 

one’s husband,*' efep^fhat married Lady Such-a- 
onc.’ Ih siiteih dmiong the eldem of the Innd^ At 
VN'hitc’s, where the elders oC the land assemble 
fheniselves. 

f.et rne add one more instance of the similitude 
between a jinc lady and the virtuous wnnan of 8olo- 
jiion, and 1 have done. When a lady returns home, 
at five In the morning, from the nocturnal mysteries 
of brag, how must the heart of her husbancf exult, 
when ho sees her flambeaux rivalling the light of the 
sun ! xMay he nut ory out in the words of the eastern 
monarch, /^/t\sye.7 is the virtuous woman ; her candle 
g>:cth not out by night 

Jam, Sir, 

Your most humble servant* 


Mr- Fitz*Adam ; 

1 have had the honour of sitting in tile three last 
liaments ; for as it was always my opinion that 
honest man should sacrifice every private con- 
sideration to the service of his country, 1 spared 
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«o i'xpcnvc i\t my olectiuitH, nor u(tdr«r4U‘tts t(» i^up* 
port an inteicst iti my borough, by givius; animmus 
to lialf' the cor|iorattoo, buildiog^ a town-lmlJ, a 
nmrket'house, a now uterplc to the duirch, togetb<'r 
ith a prOH^nt of a ring of hdte, that u^cd to stun 
nK‘ nith rhoir noise* To defray all these CTspenses, 
I Mas obliged to mortgage my" estate to Us litll va- 
lue, exeepting only cmo thousaud pounds, vrhu h 
''Uui 1 took up against the last general election, and 
went down to my borough, 'where I was told ihen^ 
would be an opposition* What I luMrd wu»ftnu>; 
an absolute stranger hod declared hiinselfa candnlutt'* 
and though I spent every larthmg of mv two thou- 
SiUul pounds, and W4^ promised mo vote and lutt - 
rest ol the ma>or and corporation^ they c\t ly mun 
of them went against me, arM|t.loiliM 3 r elect lou. 

As I have tnow iiu oppim^t^w serving my 
♦ uuntrv, vUidhave a wih andtetM small cluMitu 
to maintmn, 1 ha\e been at last concerting uua- 
suics how I might do a small service to myseit : and 
as ibori' arc many worthy gc nllcmcn at pi* '■nit in flu 
same uahn tun.ite situation, 1 cannot think n\ <t Ik iici 
expedient, tlian to recommend to the pailiament »t 
liirir fu \t meeting, the passing an act foi rai'^mg a 
lund towards the building and endowing on hospital 
1 01 the iclief and support of decayed inembeis'. 
1 iiK uhoti it thus early, because ] would give the lo* 
S’ tsl it OIL* tune lodthberato upon such a prop^.sal* 
\nd •'iiielv Mr. iiia-Adani, if the loss o*' a Ihfib 
^llni Ik sufficient to entitle the meanest soid.ti oi 
ulor in the senici to this piivilige, hovv inuiU 
inoie north} of rilut is the disubkd patriot, who 
)ius sacrtiiced Ins kimiiy and fortune to the interest 
of his i ouiilrv, 

^ouf mscrtuig tlin Ictttr, will grcatl) oblige, sir, 
xuu hfUhUf snrant, 

«. 1 > 
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P. S. Ali gentlemen residing in town, who have 
]ost ihiAr fortunes by former parliaments^ and their 
eleclions in this, are deadred to meet on Saturday 
the $^lst of' tills instant Jonei at t)ire0 o'clock in the 
afternoon, at the cat and bagpipe, in St, (iilos*s, to 
consider of the above proposm, or of any other ways 
and tncaus for their immediate support. 

N* Bo A dinner wtll be provided at nihe^pence 

abl^d. 

Sir ; 

The prostitution of characters, given in behalf of 
bad servants, has been long a grievancei demanding 
the attention of the ||!Obl}C. (Hve me leave to 
awaken it, bv A'^ccimen from my own expc* 
*‘ience- 

Some old servant lefl me, upon 

sibort notice, iinother recommended, as m// 

hones!, by a neighbouring |am3y, whom he had 
gerveil As 1 was pressed I took him upon 
tliat single fpialirieation in fiea of all the rest; and 
relying upon the repeated assurance of his integrity, 
rep4\‘^e(l an entire eonfidenee in him. In some Ht- 
tli* time, however, finding an increase of expense in 
the articles under his particular inanagemt^nt? I dis- 
covered upon oI)servaiioii, that the perquisites, or 
ratlicr plunder of his province, had been nearly 
doubled. His dismission you may imagine, ensued, 
and complaint to the person'* who had recommended 
him. The answer was, that they knew him to be a 
sad fellow , by the tricks lie had played them ; but 
that they would not say a word of it, because they 
thought it u'ii'krfi to liindcr him of a place. 

Now, Mr. I'itz-Adam, I conceive it to be but a 
^vicUfi teoM. when gentlemen will liclp thieves and 
robbers to get Into people’s houses; and 1 shall 
take for the future a bare acquittal at tlie Old 
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Bailey» as a better rccomincndiation than that of such 

a friend. 

1 am« Sin» 

Yoh) humUc sax anti 

A, B. 

The altuse complabed of by this corre^pontlent U 
oi too serious a nature to be passed o\ er bhghily. It 
is to this mistaken compassion that the diitordcrl) 
tu'haviour of seivauts is* perhaps, prnu'ipjity ovting: 
lor if the punibhment of clishonestv In on!} <uhaug4* 
of place (wiiich ina> be a levuird, instead of a 
j)uiH<shmcnt) it ceases to bo a ser\antV intoest to be 
tine to iub trust. 

I'liib piobtitution of eluiracterjt (as iny totrotpon- 
dont calN it) i» gnmn bo c£HkUX|^l» (bat a smant 
after be has comn\itted the lUpal ]^f»nble robbery, 
tor M hull you are turning him of doors, and 
vliith uc^uid go near to bung hiiOat the Old Bailev 
looks coinposediy ip your faus and viry inodrjil) 
hopts )ou ill not xvfnse liirn a dmiaetcr, 
ikatyou arv ion xvorthit^ a iinillnnan to bv the nun nj 
a poor irrvant, xvho has vothinn hut hk chat act t/ in 
i/rpeml nv Joi breads So a\idy he goe'*, and }ou 
uic really 6o va i/ xvotihy a i^nttUniant as to assure 
tiu fust person wito inquiits about Jinn, that he is a 
&t)bci, diligent, and JaithJnl seivant. 'I'lnis aic you 
act i "vu) tothi next robbery he eoninnts, and ought, 
III iiiy humble opinion, to he dceuicd liuli hss timu 
ail jtcebsary by the law; lor the servant wIk» oj>ei»b 
th% door of hib nhister’s Ihmim to ilie ihn f that plun- 
iltis U, dilTirs from you only in the motive; the 
conMijiioncts are the same. 

I have baid in a former papi i, that the bdiaviour 
oi servjuls* depends in a gn at rrnasure on that of 
their masters and mistresst^. In tliit. instance, I 
am »me it docs : 1 shall theicfore conclude this pa* 
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with advislnp: all heaik of fainilit's to give hnnat 
chnractons befovc thtjy allow themselves to cxclainj; 
agaiiisl (hshoni'd servauts, ‘ 


1;M). I’lIlIliSDAV, JUNi: 26, 175.1 


To Mr. Fit55*A.i»am, 

• Sir; 

\Vht:\’ your first Wokm:» made its appearance, I wa« 
just ( iilcring into, what is called, polite hfc. and was 
mightily pleased at your promising to^dirtet young 
n)'ud$ how to get hi|s})anw. I was then just eighteen; 
not disagn;e;ijh^ii|'$^ person ; and by the tc'uder 
care ofiiididl^^’pi^hts, had instructed in all 
the ncc ‘ssary ^^omplishtncnts iJlMvauis making a 
good w ife, a gtvod mother, and a'tiJiccrc friend. I 
resolved to keep strictly tOK^ the rules you should 
prescJibe. and did not douY>llil^|,by the time I wa^* 
tiventv. Ifhouldliave ci)oicc of admirers, pr very 
prK)!)ab!y be married. Ihit, would you believe it ^ 
i Inive not so much a.'' one man, vv lu> makes any 
sort of preten.<ious to me. I am at a loss to account 
for this, as I have not been guilty of any of those 
I'lTors, which you and all sober men exclaim so 
iiuich against : 1 hate routs, seldom touch a card, 
ami when I do, it is more to oblige others than my- 
self. Plav s arc the only public amusements I fre- 
(juent ; hut I go only to good ones, and then always 
in good company.— Don’t think by good company 
I mean quality ; for I assure you, I never go to any 
public place but with people of unexceptionable 
iharactcr. My complexion is of the olive kind; 
yet 1 have the assurance to show my bare fact*, 
though I have been often told it is very indecciU. 
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However, to atone m some muasurofor tins nc(;lecr, 
1 novel um seen without a bandkeiduef, nor with 
niy pi'ttieonts above iwy s»hocs. 

'rhou|;li niy fortune is rather beyond what is 
called ji^entecl, I never run into any CNtravaffancy 
in ilre.ss; and tc» avoid particularity, am Tie\er the 
hrst nor the luirt in a fashion, j am an utter eneni} 
to scandal, and never go out of a morning either to 
auctions or the paik. If by chance I am alone 
a whole afternoon, 1 am never nt a loss how to 
spend my time, being ibnd of reading. 1 have an 
avetsion to coquetry, yet am the cheerfullcst crea- 
ture hM'ng, and nc\ir better pleased than when 
joining in afKountry duncOf which I iwn do for a 
uholc night together, w it hotit eWict falling In lovt' 
with m} {) irlnOf^ d‘ agreeable* J<«j||lArrelling with 
him jf awkward* 

(inis may prctiatld to deny it, bttl certainly the 
wluile tenor of their citations leads to the dispoMug 
o{ tJu mselves advan^g^ously in ttie world. Some 
set about if ono Way, and .^ome another ; all of 
tJiem choosing what they think the most hkely me- 
thod to succeed. Now I am sure, when they pur- 
sue a wrong one. that nine times in ten it is owing 
to the men; for were they to admire wonidi for 
virtue* prudence, good-humour, and good-sense, as 
well as beauty, we should ^cek no other ornumeiits. 
The men ouglit to set the example, and thin re- 
ward those who follow it, by making them good 
husbands. Hut instead of this, tlicy make it their 
business to tuni the heads of all the girls they meet; 
which when they have effectualfy done, they exclaim 
against the folly of the whole sex, and either cheat 
US of our fortunes by marrying our gradrnothers, or 
die baciielors. 

Now pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as tin's is the case, 
what encouragement has a young woman to set 
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about improving her mind? 1 am sure in the stuali 
ciic'lc of iu\ acqnttitttancet f have knowti -several 
women Hho hnvo readied Uieir thirtieth year unno- 
ticed. good qualities arc such as i^ould make 
ft ditli( olr to tiiui men to deserve them. 

fii ]>ul>(u placcfi the coquet v ith a ««mall share ut 
beunt). and tliat [lerhaps .trtificiA}| with the 
most trifling conversation tu the uorld. engross ihr 
attention of a whoie circle « while the woman ot 
modesty mid sct)»c is forced to be sdeut, because 
she cannot be iieant Ilius ishtu we And that it h 
not nnrjt v\])ich recommends us to the notice of 
the nun, can it wondered at, that while arc 
iltMroiic ut changing our conditions^flre tr) everx 
inmiccnt attiflce to accomplish our designs f 

As to myaeUT^ I have a great rcsjfect for the mar- 
ric<l state , but ^ t cannot luoet with n man tiiat 
will take me pist os tmtuic has fomuMl me, I uil) 
live singk for lv(‘i ; for it has been alwax s a uilo 
witli ini’, n(‘\cr to cNpt^f dbe least udvautige liUin 
the pOH^c^slo^ oi any thing* which is not to be .U- 
tiiiiu (I but at tlu eapcnve of truth. 

I am not so vain, AFi. FiU-Atlam, as (o nnagnu 
tins letter will merit a plan Jii your paper ; alii 
desite u, that you will oblige me so tai a-* to write 
ai WoKcn upon the subuct ; and nn«:hl ladMSe, 
let the wouiin alone, and appl\ intiiely to 

the relormation of the men; loi wiun once tlie\ 
bt^tn to cherish any thing v.iIiiahK and praise- 
worthy in tlieinselves, yo\i xxill soon hiul the women 
to loliow their example. 

1 am* SiK, 

Your Lunbiaut )eadi) and uihnticr^ 

M 's 
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Mr. Fi-jy-AwiM ; 

You have animadverted on ihc present 

fnshionahlc indecencies of female dress; but 1 wish 
you nould pleasc now and then to look a Httlc at 
iioinc, atid bestow some of your chui itahle advice 
upon your own sex. 

You are to know, air, that I am one of three old 
maida,wb(i, though no relationSf havi' absolved to 
Jivii and die togetiier* Our fortunes, a hich sinj^y 
arc but small, enable when put together, to live 
geittrelly, and to keep two maids awl a foo'tmam 
Patrick has lived with us now going on of hixyems, 
and, to do him justice, is a solxr, clcmdy and dili- 
gent bcrvanc indeed, by f-tudyiug our tnnncrs, 
and pa}ing a bilciit obedtenee to all our wiiims 
(lor we do not i>rtt<‘»d to be without whims) ho 
1ms made himself i^fo uaeiul, th^t'^ere iv no doing 
wilhoui him. Vih give him no livcrj, but allow 
him a handbomO sum voarh lor clothes ; and to 
s.iy the truth til) whbm this lai-t week, hr has 
dresfe(‘d \Mth great proprlelv and decentv ; when all 
ai once, to our gieat confubtoii and distress, he has 
had the assurance to appcai at the sideboard in a 
pair of filthy Nankin bretcla^si. and tbos(‘ imulc to 
lit so eNlrenuIy tight, that a less curious observer 
might have nubtaku) them for no breoiltcb at all. 
'IJie bhame *oiil toniu'-um ho visible in all our faces, 
one would tlnek, blumUi suggest to him the odious^ 
ness ol ills drvs‘ , but the fellow xeems to liaVe 
thrown oti o < I) appearance of decency : tor at lea^ 
table, before rornpdny, as noil U& at mrals, wc are 
forced to tfidure him in thib *aboniinable Nankin, 
our inulexty ail the time struggling wiUl nature, to 
efiace tlie idca^ it convev'-, 

l or the hi^i two dit)i>, though wc could think of 
nothing t)b<, biume ktpt us bilent even to one 
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anotlicr; but we eoidd hold out no longer; yet 
what to determine neither of us knew. Patrick, as 
r told you belore, was a frood servant, and to turn 
him away for a single faulty when that fault would 
in ail probability be remedied by a word’s speaking, 
seemed to be carrying the matter a little too 
far. But which of us was to speak to him was the 
grand question. I'hc word breeches (though I am 
provafled upon to write if) was too coarse to be* pro- 
nounced ; nud to say. ^ Patrick^ w*e don*t like that 
dress/ nr < I’ray, I’atriuk, dreos in another manner/ 
wasiaviiJg uc. under a necessity of pointing at his 
breeches to make ouistiIvc:» understood. Nor did 
it 8 CC 1 U at all adviscable to set either Betty or llan- 
inili upon doing it, as it might possiblv draw tlu ni 
into explanations, that might be attended with very 
puzzling, if not dangerous consequences. 

After Iiav ing deliberated some days upon this cruel 
exigence, and not knowingwhicb way to look wlitn- 
4'vci Patrick M'db in the mom, nor daring to shut our 
oyc^, or turn our backs Upon him, for fear of hi-, 
iliscovunng the cause; it occurred to me. that »1 I 
could muster up courage to inform Mr. Fii/-Adani 
ot our distresses (for we constantly take in the 
\y oRLo, of which Patrick is also a reader) it might 
h(' a moans of relieving us from this perpetual blush- 
ing and confusion. If you walk abioad in tltc nioin- 
iug, or arc a frequenter ot auctions, you cannot but 
have taken notice of this odious fashion. Bull should 
like it better, if you were to pass your censure upon 
Nankin breeches in general, tfian to have those of 
oiu J’atrick taken netice of particular!) ; iumivir 
f leave it entirely to your own choice; and whit- 
her method you may take to discountenance tlie 
wearing of them, will be perfectly agreealile to, 

SiK, Yeur most humUe savant ^ 

Priscilla Cro&s-stitctt, 
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The case of this lady and bcr companions is ho 
exceeding mticah that for fcikr Patiuk should be 
backward at takin|^ a hint, T have thought it the 
wisei^tway to publish her letter just as i received 
It, and if after this ddy, Patrick should ugaui pre- 
sume to appear belore hi^ iadios, cased iu Nai)K}n» 
i hereby authorixe Mia. Bert} or Mrn. Uumiali to 
burn ht» lireeches when vei they < an And them. 

To be sexious upon thih occasion, 1 ha^e often 
looked upon this piece of naked draptiy a wry 
improper pai t of UrCMi; and as such J hereby de- 
clare, that after thi& piosent t^nth day of Juno« it 
shall bo a capital oHence against dccenev and mo- 
di sty. for any person uhaU»oevii to be Ken to ui ai 
It. 

N. JL All taiiViis or linen breechov come within 
the act. 


N 131 TIIURSDAV, JULY B, 1755. 

flic conversation happening a few evenings ago, to 
turn upon the diihrcnt iinploymouts of mankind, 
we idl into tiiL eoi '^uU i \tion bow di the various 
paitH of htf* a g( hcraii} suiti d to the pciboni^ viljo 
appear in thetn. 'I his was attributed cither to their 
own ambition which tempts tin in to undeitake a 
chaiaetii thev haM not abilitjcs to pet toi in with 
cieiiit, ui to MMiu n c ideiUul eiretimstaaci , which 
tiutuvs them into pioies-ions toiitiaiy, perhapH, 
both U) rhtir gemu-' and me hnation. AH wcuc una- 
nimous ni hi tnung tliose parmu, who force their 
cluldicn to entei into a way of life contrary to llicir 
natural hint, which geiuial1\ points out the cm- 
plo} incut that i- best adapted to their capacities 
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To tliis we in a great measure ascribed tbo slow pro- 
gress of arts and science's^ the frequent failjires and 
tniscarriiiges of life, and many of those dtspiTalo 
acts which are often the consequences of them* 

'Ihis conversatiou carried us through the greatest 
part of the evening, till the comtRin^ broke up aud 
retired to rest. But the we.ather being hot, and my 
senses perfectly awake, I found It impassible to 
give way to sleep ; so that my thoughts soon re- 
turned to llio late sul}jci;t of ^hc evening's enter- 
taimnent. I recollected man)' Instances of this mis- 
application of parts, and compassionated the unhappy 
t‘l!cets of it. I reflected that os all men have dif- 
ferent ideas of pleasures and honours, different vie ws, 
inciioutions, and capaciLies; yet all concur in a 
desire of pleading and cKCclling ; if tliat principle 
were employed to the proper point, and every one 
employed hirnsolf agreeably to his genius, what a 
wonderful eirocl would it soon have in the world! 
Witli how swift a progress would arts and sciences 
grow up to perfection I And to w'hat an amu/ing 
height would all kind of knowledge soon bo cur- 
ricii ! Men would no longer drudge on with dis- 
taste and murmuring in a study they abhor; but 
t‘vcry oiu* would pursue with cheerfulness his pro- 
per calling; business would become the highest 
pleasure ; diligence would be too universal to be 
i'Steenied a virtue ; and no man would be ashamed 
of au employment, in which he appeared to advan- 
tagC: 

While my mind hung upon these reflections, £ 
imperceptibly dropt asleep. But my imagination 
surviving my reason, I soon entered into a dream, 
w'hich ^though mixed with wild flights and absur- 
dities) oore some analogy to my waking thoughts. 

I fancied myself still reflecting on the same sub- 
ject, w hen 1 was iuddenly bnaichcd up into the air, 
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and presently tbund myjseJf on the poet^s Olympus, at 
the rtglu hand olMupiter; who toid me, that lu; np« 
proved *iiy thought^j and would make an imnie* 
di:4tc experiment of the chan*:e 1 had beca wi^liiny; 
for. * 

He had no sootier pronounced these words, than 
I perceived a strange harry and confnsion in iJa^ 
lower w'OrJd ; all mankind was in motion, “prepariijig 
to obey tlic tireinendou& nod. 

MuItiUides of the nohijitjr began to strip them- 
selves of their robdl and cta unets, and act in this 
different capacities of iiorsojockies, conclmicjj, toy- 
lor'), fiddlers, ami mcm-andn ws. 1 disringuislied 
two or three great peVsoivigcs, wlio h;ui dressed 
Mieniselves in whiter waistcoats, and witli napkins 
wrapped about tlicir heads, and aprons tuck< d round 
tlieir waists, were busied in several groat kitchens, 
making considerable improvements in the uohle art 
of cookery. A few of this illu^^trious rank, without 
ijuittiiig tluur luniourabie distinct, ions, applied them- 
’‘elves to enlarging the discoveries, enlighteuinp; the 
understandings, roctifyitsg the jmlirrnents, refining 
the tastes, puii,'ihiDg the {nanners, improving the 
hearts, ami hy all possible methods pniaiotlng liie 
iiii crests of iheir fellow. creatures. 

I saw reverend prelates, who, tearing ofl‘ thoir 
lawn, put themselves into red coats, and soon ob* 
Tviined triumphsaud ovutions; while othcH' dwindled 
into parish clerks, and village pedagogues, lint 1 
observed with pleasure several of flint sacred orih r 
in ray own country, who appeared calm and un- 
changed amidst the general bustle, and seemed to 
be designed originally to do honour to their exalted 
stations. ^ 

There were several grave old men, who threw' oH 
their scarlet robe^^i and rciirctl to religious house.**. 

1 suw with wonder w’Ouu. of these iLseited robes put 
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on by private gentlemen, who, Inst in retirement 
and reserve, were little imagined lo he cjualificd i'or 
such iinportunt posts, ihtt what rnore asronihiieil 
me was to see men ot iiiilitary rank throwing away 
^Ihfiir n'giineotals, and appearing with much better 
grace in longer suits of scarlet. Some gentleraeaof 
the robe, whom J had alnavs regarded with rc^spect 
and revtith('e, seemed now more awful and rc- 
.spectahle ili.in ever: one in particular, greatly «ur* 
prised ttie, hy <njiiting the scat oF judgment, which 
he luu) ion^ filled with uitivetsa) applause, till I saw 
him t oll ling a more august asMiinbly, and after- 
Wiir»K passing to the cabinet of his priacci iVoni 
whonet Im returnctl to the great hall, wdiere first I 
observed him, and convinced me of the extent oFhi^ 
ahilirics, by appear ie.g eiiuall) (;a[»ablc in all his em- 
ploy incnts, 

I saw m a pnidie nsHcmbly a junto of patiiols, 
wlio while tlu v were haranguing on the conupliou, 
and inujnitN of the limen, broke ntf in tin* middle, 
and tensed slock johlM-i\H and pawn-brokers. A 
greii[> iff entiis at the Ihdfoul eofree-liouse were in 
an inst.mt converted into habci dashers of small* 
ware in ( heapsidc. Tnnislator^i, ( ommentators*, and 
polemic divines, made for the most part \er\ good 
coblero, g,)l(lfmdtTS, and rat-cut chers. The chariot 
of u very euiinent physician was iransforined all at 
once into a cart, and the doctor to an executioner, 
fa:>tening a halter round the neck of a ci imina!. 1 
ruw two very mjted surgeons of my acquaintance in 
blue sltH?vee! and aprons, exerting themselves notably 
in a sUiughter-boUM* near the Victualling utlicc. A 
reverend divine, who w:i# preaching in ihe fields to 
a nurnrroLi^ audinue, reculiected himself on a sud- 
den, ami protiutmga set of cups und balls, perfuruKii 
sev( ral veiy dextrems tricks by slight ufhand. Tiio 
,,prelt} gentlemen were every where uscluily em- 
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ployed ill knoUinj^, picUing, aiul nnVisv^ 

'l l‘c line ladies romui«ed as Uttfy witc; lor it ivas 
iR-youd evon the omnipotence of Jupiti^r (wilhont 
enlirf'ly el»ajigin>; their nalurrs) tOiissign an t>t{iee, 
in vUiicU they <‘ould bo bcnelicuii to nuinklnd. 

Several princes and potentates noiv relieved 
themselves Irotu the load of cron' ns and sceptres, 
and entered iiith a good grace into private nations*. 
Others put themselves at the head of companies of 
banditti, formed of Jaw^eis, public odlcev'*, anfl'es- 
cisemeo. Their prime nunisicrs had gcncralty the*' 
honour of being their hr^t hentenanU'. an ) soiiie- 
times enjoyed the sole command; ivhilc tlu' cour- 
tiers ranged iheinsclves uudci them in rank and file 
But v'ith what heart-felt pleasure did I observe au 
august and venonible monarch, smroundtai by a 
youthful band, with the most arniiddo countenimees 
I liad t'ver beheld ! lie wore a triple crown upon his 
head, which an anpe) lield on, and over it a -»en>lh 
with this in.scriplion, I'oa A (.imtkfi j, am» ai * 
rrxTioNAn; I’Kovr.i:. 

The shops now began to bo filhd with people r>r 
distinction ; and many a man stopt with a genteel 
air from behind the counter, into a great estate, or 
a post of honour. 

Thc nobility were almost all changed tliroughoui 
the world ; for no man dared to arisw’cr to a title of 
superiority, who was not conscious of superior lix- * 
celicnee and virtue, 

in the midst of all this bustle, I was (Struck with 
tlio appeuranee nf a large bevy of beaut u ami wo- 
men ut the fn jt'ashiou, who, with all the perfect 
confuliMice oi good breeding, indirined ihemselvt-H" 
in the several teuiplcs dedicated to thu <,’vpHan 
Venus, secure of the untmsal adorations and pros-* 

I rations of mankind. Others of inferior rank and 
fame, very unconcernedly pur.'ued tbcir domestic 
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and the occupations of tbo needle or the 
toilette. But it was with a secret pride that 1 ob- 
served a few of my dear country-women quit their 
drofi«iug*rooms and eard-asAetnblicS; und venture 
into public, as candidates for fame and honours. 
One lady in particular, forced by the sacred impulse, 
1 saw nmrching with tnodiaicum|)osure to take 
sussiun of the warden’s lodgings ut one of our coU 
leges; but observing some }ouiig students at the 
gate, who began to litter as she approadied, she 
£juishul, turrud from them with an air of pity un- 
mixed with contempt, and reining toherbeh»\Ld 
retreat, contented herself with doing uil the good 
tliat was possible in a private station. 

The face of afiiitrs began now to be very inui h al- 
tCH'd : all the great ofliecs of state were tilled witli 
able men, who wcie equal to the gUnious load; 
which they accc'ptcd for the good of their <ountry, 
not foi their own ])rivute einuJumcnt. ihibtiy and 
coriuptiQii were at length happily banished Iroin all 
counnoiiwealths ; for as no man could be ]>n'vuiiod 
on to accept of an emnloyment, lor whuh he was 
not oery way quallhcu, imrit Wvis llu only claim 
to pioniotion, 

Universal ficace and tranquillit} soon eusut^d. Arts 
and .H'ieiicct> daily received astoiuhiiing impio\c- 
iiicnts. Ml men were alike ermiluus to excil in 
something; and no pait was diMionourublc to one 
who acted well. In shwit, the goid«‘ii age of the 
poets seemeti to be restoied. 

But while I was reflecting with joy and admira- 
tion On these glm ions icMdutinns, ^the tumult oi a 
midnight broil aw aki'd pie ; and 1 found myself in a 
worlds as full of folly and absurdity os ever it was. 
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It hte been a perpetual i>bjectloti of declaimera 
again$fe Provkiencc it> all that good and evil 
are very irregularly di«tril>utcd among mankind, 
that the former h toe otlon the portion of tlie vi- 
cious, and the latter of the virtuous. NtiminTlesa 
hypotheses hav<- been framed to rceonrilc these ap-» 
pearances to the idea of a moral mu Bkivu: 

I sh.il) mention only two at tlie |n:i*8eiit, as they 
have been cmtdoywl by writerh of n very different 
turn. 

Smu tif these w ritersn^^sent to the truth ortho fact, 
bur ciuioavour to invalidate the eoncl unions ru&od 
on it, by arguments from reason ami revelation for 
the proof of a tut urc state t in whu li the secerning and 
real inconbivu ncies of this life will be adpihtcd agree- 
ably to our ideas of a moTil gtivernor* Now objec- 
tors ifvill anvv\er, and indeed have answered, that 
arguments from reason to support thiv doefnne aro 
extremely iuc < uk lusive. Tht 7 may allow it is* agree- 
able to the rules of just analogy to pre^nme that tho 
attributes of the Sui>KPMr BtiwOr, which arc iin- 
perfocll} known m the present life, wdl be mnni- 
fested more cicarh to our apprehensions in a future 
one • but the} w ill rail it an inversion of oil rea* 
.■sonabli arguments, to conclude, from thence, that 
the moral attributes will he discoverable in another 
state of being, when, by a coufessHm of the fact, that 
good and evil are j»o irregularly di.'^tnbuted, no ap« 
pearances of these attributes are suppose^l to exuiS 
m the present ayatoiu, book of nature, from 
which alone we colte^tnat the author of it is good 
as well as wise. As little will these objectors be 
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bjr erguftu nts ftom riMfliiation. 1 o prove 
nuturat religion % rpvebtitm f which can itsdf he 
erected <m no other principle) they will call but 
fanu^tic ItiEhoniog in a circle. Revelation, they 
w»H' say, prcfaupposos tiie following truths, and 
depends upon Uicir certainty ; timt Uicrc i$ a Ooi>, 
and that sucii evidence^ of bis guoducsib and other 
attnbuics arc discovered from htv works, as in rea- 
son should induce ik to rely with confidence on^ 
those oracles dthVered to us as bis woid. 

Otlier writers, who have undertaken a defence of 
JPirtivideuee, attempt it tn a diffi»rent manner, 'fhey 
ofiirm it iv vain presumption to imagine Man the 
final cod of the creation, who may be formed sul>- 
serrieiUly to nobler orders and systems of being : 
and that Goo govern^ by ^meral, not particumr 
Iowa; laws that respect our nappincss as a commu- 
nity, not as individuals* But the same objectors 
will again reply, that it w ioconsi'^tont with our idea 
of a being infinitely good, to conceive him deter- 
mining ony creatuie to misery, however inferior in 
the order of general naturis or however formed re- 
latively to superior beings and sy}»tcins. They vyill 
think It not more recgncilcable with our idea of a 
Ih mg infinitely wise, to imagine him iocapahle of 
accommodating laws, however general, to the in- 
terest of every particular* They will desire an ex- 
planation how laws can respect the hajvpinevs of any 
system, whi^ ere supposed too gtnorallv to he 
productive of luiseiy, even to Uic hiost valuable »r- 
dividimls that compose it. 

Thi^ argument, drawn from the govemnnnt of 
Oon by general, not paiticulsr hws> heems bj> no 
means to have In on attended with the success it 
'jas entitled to and U apoesrs to have faded of 
this end* not Irom a dsibet m the a gument Uselr, 
but c»i!u I because it has been ill widtsitoo*! or not 
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pursued to it» fsiB Wben u»beSeT«^ ^ 

clsum aguint^t the eu{iipt>«ed ntie<{iial dhtrlbulioA 0I 
things, they in At^sequeuco c<pi;^eiignDi the gonetffj 
laws from whith they proceed* To ropt^y iheo (bat 
<top govtrm by g^eneral« not partictiur is a 
repetMion only of the funridatien of their eon> 
fdatftts, not an answer to them. There is anothci 
mlstaka ia the management of this argument, in 
the eonhidetiuion of the exceHence of human lawa 
we are not content viith t lowing them tntrio$ica]l} 
in thomH'lvrs; bin chnipaie them with the pani< 
cular country^ temper, manners and other oir&m* 
stanc^ of that people for whom they are intended 
K(m irt the cinasidt latioii of d^viiiie laws, wehavs 
not purMted the semi* method ; anf! for thU reason, 
among otheri., unbe)ie\f.r^ have tiiumphed infbf 
imagined woakncmi of one of the nobhsr Higmnenti 
lltaf hail ever been employed in the noblest oi 
causes, a dtf nee of Providence* 

Goo governs by gotieral, not parficular Jaws, be 
cau>e the former atone are adapttd to the conditloi 
of human kind. In thm iinp^'rtoct state we arc en 
tiicly utiacquatnUd with tlio real nature t)i Ihos- 
beings whieii surround us* 'We are iguoiant frmi 
wliBt prindplo or internal odtuititutioii they derive i 
power of operating on other bcangSi or m what man 
ner the operation is performed* We liattcKo know 
ledge of causes hut lu their cdTefis, ami in those *ct 
iVrts aknci^tvhich arc grossly visible to our matenti 
organs* \Ve fuppovo the same dFbets invoriabl; 
produced i\ cm the sumo causes, except where a mi 
rueulous pow-er inteippscs, supersedes for 
moment the general couis/bf nature, whicl* n 
sumes its former rodstaiic^ when the superior sn 
Buence that controllad It^^is leuiovcd. Such tai 
exceptions do not perplex; our conduct, which i 
regulated by the genenri rote* but 10 destroy th 
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genera) or<kr as frequently as tl>c tmagt&od interest 
oflndirideob seems to us toreqqireit, i\ to co»- 
fotmd hoRsaii knowledge* and in Odn^qurnce, hu« 
mnn aetino. The husbaiHiman cotnmits bis seed to 
the* ground, with a presumption the earth re- 
' tains all those powers odiioh promoK' vegetation* 
lie coofledfs that the seasons will return m their 
stated order ; that the sun wtil warm and invigoiafe> 
where it shinesi* and showers cotd and refresh, 
whore they fall, as in ancient times* ikirtsip esta- 
bJislted propertus in matter^ and certnin nstaUisbed 
laws of motion, arc prestuned m the meanoft me^ 
efaumea) operation, nay, in tho least ooosidetable 
actum# of oor lives, 

l«et«ua r^ri'sent to ourselves such a system of 
things existing, as io the opinion of an objector to 
the pre<4eRt, would justify our coooeptions of a mo* 
ral Supreme Being. Let its imagine every eleincut 
and power of nature, in ^ ntmutest as well the 
grentist in^tirici'S, oju^ralmg to the preservation and 
acUantoge ot the good; and^ on the conirarv, con- 
cMirnng to produce miseiy and destrucOon to the 
wicked. Tiie good man inhabits a hou^c wuh gieat 
security. whoH* walls doelino near two feet from tin' 
perpotidicubr, lie asleep with a iighled can- 
dle at the bed*8ide, and theBame it produtcii, though 
MiHinent to consume the dwelling of the wnked, 
phiv^ hut as a iambeui vapour on his curtains. He 
dunks a glass of aqua-flmis, byrnisuke, foi the 
aamo quanuty of chWpOgne, and finds it only an 
innocent cnlivener of hn spirits. The heats of sum- 
mer, mid the frosts of winter, OQCa,^ion the same 
agreeidile sensations* Ridt winas and poigiumt 
sauces attenuate hiHuici^, and reciily the scorbutic 
habit of his body. Tro bad man, on die other hand, 
experiences \eiy opposite e&cts. He silt froaen 
ndh coMoicr that firewlltich Gommunieates warmth 
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(i> the tost of the coiopaoy at the cxtreiqity of like 
r<»om. \r anotbef ti^e he ^cdldfl hi« hui^rs hy 
dipping thcAi foto ooM Wiiter* A baiiin ov brotlt» 
or ricc<^iuilk, mloititdtea hia bteiri, lie aoquireb 
thr stone and a coniplicmion of dintemperb fiotn a 
vc^tctable diet: and at lost roncludcb a miserable 
beun|f, by piUihing under an arch of noVd stone, 
whicli his own iniquities draw down upon his head. 

Let tka rest a moment to express our admiration 
of such a sjfstemf and then inquire how thcebulk of 
mankind, tieitlit^r peribet saints nor des|iier^ $jii» 
ners, bot partaking generally of the qualities of 
both, riiaB Togalate their conduct in eomthnn^y to 
It. From a oonfideiice in their iiilagnty, dhalt they 
inhabit houses that are nodding to^imiir ttHn; or 
from a distrust oi tiicir xirtues^ Wilm 
tliemseiyca under tlie dome of St FauFs ) Shall 
tliey prartibo rogniarity and exerctst^ as wholesome 
rules of life ; or indulging tbemselTes in indolcfice> 
swallow evei^ day gallons of claret as the grand 
rlixu ? Shall tlicy iwnmin uudtterminul whether 
the centre of an icc^bouse, or the chimnity conu^t, 
Is the more comfortable situation in the < iimtiuas 
holidays? nd shali ttoy eotreut in the dog-days 
to cool shades and ruonlng^ Streams , or covering 
themselves with surtouti, hurry away to the su eat- 
ing-rooms of bdgnios ? 

To such inconvenient conduaums arc the persons 
rtduced, whose narrow views, aud narrower preju- 
dice's, furnish them with complaints against the prev 
vailing system; iihich is wischt aod bCbt, because 
fitu>st for mankind, to whobe wants it is accontnip*^ 
dated, and to wb<HM» faculties it is propoitioned* 
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Thkrf. is nothiog in this world thni a man placid 
so higii a value tipon, cr that he pjits with so re* 
iuctantly^ as the idea of his own coNsraurs'CE. 
Amidst care« sickness, mid mUiortune . amidst dau« 
gefit« cUsappointmenta, and death itseJfi hi holds last 
this idea, and fields it up but with his last breath. 

Ha|ip> indeed would h be» if virtue, wisdom, and 
supenor abiHties of doing good, were the basis 
of our roKS£aua>reSit but uie misforiunc is, vm 
fire geweUdiy to place it in those ^uuKties 
for whicfi the I^Utig part of mankind either hate 
or despise ««• <nMiuite of pleasure derives bis com* 
ht uuracti (tom the number of women ho has ruin« 
ed ; the man of feosoor, from the duels be has 
fbugbt ; the country*s<puso, from the number of bot- 
tles he can drink; tlie man of horning, by puz^ing 
you with what you do not understand; tneigno 
rant man, b) talking of ohat he docs not under- 
Stand him<adf; my lady's woman, by drt^sing hkc 
a person of quality ; ai 4 tuy indy herself, by ap- 
pearing in clothes unworthy ot' one ot her house- 
maids. 

Those, who in their own situations, are unfortu- 
nately of no coKacot'ENCF, ore catching at e\ory 
opporrunit} that olfers itsch to acquire it. Titus 
the blockhead of fortune flies Irom the compaTiy 
that would improve him, to be a man of eov''^- 
auKMCB among the vulgar: while the independent 
citisen gives up tlic case ami enjo} meut which he 
would find 111 the company and conversation of hU 
ef|ualb, to be mortified by the pride and arrogance 
ot bis superiors at the other end of the totvu, in 
order to be a man of consaQua^tCE at his return. 

I* « 
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1 remember an enabaptitt iaytpr in the city^ wjlM)# 
to make iimtself % man of coKfne^tnsMcs, to 
boaat to his cMstomre, that >howev^ siloiit Iiisttb'y 
had been upon a certain aiiair» be could aftirm upon 
his credit* tlmt the man m the mask ivbu cut 
Charles s head, was his own grandfutbor* f knew 
also a ^hoo-boy atf^ambridge, ubori 1 iras n student 
at St. John'sl who was afterwards transported tot 
picking pockets^ but svho having at las return cora* 
inenced gatimster, and course made luoiself com- 
lumy for gentlemen* used always to prefaco nrhal he 
nad to sgtr with* * t romcmbor uhea 1 waa'iairoa//, 
or wheu 1 was at < But even a more ridicu* 

leus iiuuanc^ihaalhit>iate anddgeade^^ 
has latek taken a garret at my Cthis kdy 

(whose fatber* )i seems was ajaSl^of tha quorttm) 
consuntly sits three whole hoisrs wmy escuing 
Over a halfpenny roll and a farthing^i ef choi si% 

because it was the custoin of her thwiily, she to 
dmc late, and sit a long while. This kind oi i os- 
Mf^.QURNct was very hapmiy ridiculed by Totn 
Maughter the butcher* Oi wcwmarket. lOverv body 
knows that Tom s father was a gcitrlemaii n ho run 
through a very good cstatO by cocking and houe* 
facing* Tom In. mg asked* last niorUng* by one who 
hiUl knoun him in bis prOspcrily, how he could dc- 
>*1 end to low a calling as that of a butchf^r, a* - 
swtiecl, *wh\, you know* sir^ Otir family a) way* 
rook a pndi in kdbng their own mutton.* 

1 oat this ad’ecUtioi* of coN'^uQrrsra is the most 
iidicnlous otall vanities, cverv body Mill allow* Hut 
wheic men of feal w^ortb in oilier respotts are 
possessed of It, or where pcrsiin^ in great and bo# 
nourable stations render themsoKtt and their em* 
ployments cumtcmpiibie by vuch aflbctation, it is 
tlico seriously to bo loiislitted* 
o 5 
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Oar ancettars 4erived their coksi^quevc c item 
their indepeodeticy; and supported it by their intt- 
and nospitality. T)iey rebided upon their sevtTal 
eitfttes» and kept open house b for their neighhoura. 
and tenant They exerttd themseives in deeds of 
hanlinobb aud activity ; and thiir wivts and claugh* 
ter* vrere mbdest and good houKC^ives. 

There ib an epitaph in Pecks colli ctlon of curious 
historiral pieces, whicii (as that book mbut in ti few 
hands, and as I do not remember t(» have si on \t 
in any other collecuoii) I shat) here transcribe, tliat 
our gentry of the prebent iuncb ma} be instructed 
iu the art of trtaking thembeivcb persons of real 
cONsaQVBNOE. This epitoph (nluch for it<) natu* 
ral beauty and is equal to any thing of 

the kind) was wriltealn queen Eii^abetlfs i}me» 
upon that tioble and famous knight, &ir Thomas 
Scot of Scia(^i^<®hoil, in the county of Kent, who 
dif'd on the SOth day of Bciiember 1591, and was 
buried in Hradboin church. His mother was the 
daughter of <vir \K dliavri Kt mpc. He served in many 
parJiiunenU as knight of the slnrc fur that count) . 
In the mcatotabie year IJftH, upon the council's 
sending him a letter on the Wednesday, acquainting 
him with the appioach of the Spanish Aimada, he 
sent tour ihoubund armed men to Dover on tlic 
Thur^ay* The jnhabitsnU of Aslifbrd would have 
paid the charges of his funeral, on condition that his 
corpse might have been buried in their churcli. 

EPITAPH. 

« 


I. 

Hm ties Sir Tbomas Swt ^ mum; 

Oh hapte Kaupc tkid bore kmi 
Sir Kaynoio, wifk/dUr kmg^ ^/ooie, 
Lyv’d l^neaffy i^ore hinu 
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ir. 

///^ mefes uere Baki k, IlFYVAi4^ JJ^rna; 

ilishoxc to them 
He lu'icd n^H and^pfl^ yforej 
And ^cxcti*un 9oVik^)u »a^ned. 

111 . 

Hi X finl uief liwte them tvtffifi ope ; 

7 he wof/d n i^ht not have ha * 

Slit na\ a nm jiaragon^ 

I Iw ladu HccKf uvi * t^nider* 

IV. 

Hu ^tdoxi ///tvLS tn sober (ort; 

\o mat) osi more dii^tetejr* 

She sitU rtteigeute a ffOOitn'ppHey 

And is a guat hma^eper*^ 

V. ' 

lie {being eet/^A io $pemt phce) 

Hid Vfhat might best b* hot c him*. 

Iht QiEfNi: ft/ En( LAND;{«rr him gt act ; 
fhe Ki\o 0/ did love him* 

M. 

Htswen anti iemirds tend'd ihedaycy 
His / itifi and mnftie rued ' 

Both tfoiingand old in Kfnf woy sai^e^ 

IVor iioorih the da^e he died* 

VII, 

Uc made hts porter shat hu gates 
i 0 sycophants and btiebers ; 

And 0^ ii fum wide to gfcate estates^ 

Ana ahdt to his neighbors* 

vtii. 

Ills hous was righSue ituned hall. 

Whose hrH md ^^was redie* 

And nS/itgeJ^ the needk. 



152 






from ttiie/ier mde^ 

In totw/fr mw* «n somytietp 
In ChatmM time he dtd pm ide 
Ufud cheer Jor tmu (owu, 

X* 

fVhen any #ei(3|L/« ekoM be donn, 

He iyeiM Old to Ipmar ; 
rheyich ViouU UiUy^epouy ttWrf runn 
Ij he held %p hi$ Jinptf* 

Xi, 

lie kept iaU ihent k$ fvdd g>ect hoy s f 

^ mdhlthd^eia^l^ndye^ 

Ih mHbt m ecid ^tems 

Btdh wuidjf 

fiii Iping money hts ehorgie^ ffrea^ 
Hudoti^hUr^ u(U bcstOiiedi 
Altnouph U*nt he \ute li/t 
In pm he yiolhin^ ontd; 

Mil. 

Iht dud in iti h and hapitt 
Uthii V/ of man end xvomen i 
And {iJuih is ^entnmekmoeethan that) 
Hi tia* cut yd man* 

XIV. 

In pi^fue he dyd nmk e^ceO^ 
in late he naHiat eoribigied; 
iit hmMfellpp^%ondrotis xud^ 

*■ Hut he ^ HK/i majat^lfd. 

xr* 

tei BoMsfY mareh^ md DovxX xaj^ , 

Ask ^mamneempailemufr* 

(fhe h make 

/ Q do hn ciiteim piman* 



^ MQIHifP. Kill 

\\U 

Bui A^iikord^s froj^nf pancth itlly 
It itm tmA retsf^ end gcnth i 
Thoj^ mid hd/M lQ» funerdB, 

T have tomV hm tn their 
XVI u 

Ambdkn he did not regard^ 

No boaster t nor no htagger h ^ 
lie spenlf and luoLt Jat no tmard, 

He eold not fdatj me 
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In u former paper I oiteoiptcd to prove that the 
Ian'S must he general^ not poiriictitar^ which God 
employs m tho government of mankmd* us 
Uow examine n fade panicul«u}y» the nature of the 
complaints uhuh tlic«c laws occasion, and consider 
how far the existence of a Piovidencc is rendered 
}irecauou» by them. 

\Vt Umeiit that hopOincss and miser\ are very ir- 
regniaily distribured amot]^ the good and bad : und 
3ct, as it has beOh Wi^ d>$ctvi(h are by no niean»» 
determined in quostkois, v^ry necessary to be pror 
cisct\ settled, hofbre we Ibrm this concluhion: as, 
what is the fina) end proper happiness of man? And 
who are the good, and ^vho are tlie bad, tint de- 
serve to partake of it, orio be excluded from hi 
tie is nor a good mati at^lUigie, arhtsit a good tuan 
at London. Nay, in the same countijr, Ibia aect 
adores him as a whom another profib^a a 
minister of darkoCai*' Tho pfuriofc of one party k 
the rebel of ihp oppoaito one^ the huppinesa liiais. 
or misery of such a pmop becimies \ery fi cqiseotly. 
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at the same tima« 'iM tn tli? very ihme placc» both 
an atfumant forlhab^Hsf^ ana rejection o\ a Pio 

^ A|^in» the greatest sart of the mllfortuncs hic li 
afflict UH, ore concluded to arUe from the acnoti of 
general laws; when^ in rcaUtyii they proceed tiom 
oiir own wQful opposition to thom» and refusal to 
urcept them ae, the measure of our conduct. Ob- 
scure and Henitt^.as bodtan reason it Is Mifflcjcnt 
to discover tons ceitaih desirable ends, autl cer- 
tain means fitted to produac them . ends not to be 
procuied by the {plication of differt-nt means, and 
means not adapted to^COre different ends- Ph>si- 
cal causes produce pbyfiod, and moral causes moral 
effects. It IS surely «inremmsl|te to invert this ordt r, 
and expect moral effects ^(wpiysicat causes^ and 
pbysiom effects fVom moral ceuses. It is unreasonable 
to cxpecti that the virtues of a saint or martyr wilt 
secure us from the dangers of a well or ptocipice> 
if we advance to tlu ru wUb a bandage over our 
eyes. Wo should smile at the country gentleman's 
siuiphcKy, who disbelieved a Providence^ because 
fox-hunting, port and tobacco* werelncapolile ofin- 
Spiring him with the genius of MOtont of because he 
was unfurnished with the sagacity a^ pcnetrallou 
of LocLc, after a dozen yeM aHandance to every 
debate at the quarier^sessmfiju Thi^ epicure would 
bo entitled to as little serious treatment, who em- 
braced the same atheistitaittcnet, because hiasireams 
did not flow with burgundy and champagne, or be-* 
cause haunches of vra^n^, turtles, and turboti*, dal 
not use as ^ontaunj^sly from, his hot-beds as 
mushrooms. We show tjhtslt such diaracters with 
ridicule; bat, are othm less rigiipltiloua, who ex- 
pect effects as djaprc^Ftiomim to their caust h, as 
those just descfibwi l^oula the wise and good 
coa^dsin, that they are not rich and robust hku 
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patticiilar wicked men; tiite tMf n obvious: ihc 
iiKMHb tl)at procure wisdom anf mue ore very dif- 
Itient Ironi thole tiMt |^rOcinw^d<dth add r^ei. 
Do they tmneat dkai 1 ^ are not in posscsinon ot 
tiio<.u evternll t^dvantt^s, wiicn thef have neglect* 
c(I tile naturd methow of acquiring them, which 
poisons iem MdiUkbtc have nunued with success? 
it N no objection agajost a Providonco, diatmendo 
not gather grapes from thorns, or to fimn thistles : 
till’} have reason to be satisfied wMe it is in their 
power to receive fliem ffWn the phmts proper to 
their produetioii. 

Let it be allowed that on siMtic oceaijons, ifith ail 
our precaution, the order of ^ture may operats* to 
our disadvantage : the j^ornent may overwhdlin, the 
flame consume, or tj^iearHiquake swallow ns : 
are general laws to til^hondemned, because in par* 
ticular instances they give us transimit pain, or even 
determine qur meseot state of being, which they 
have contributea to preserve in every period of it, 
and on whitdi flat only oUr happiness, but onr very 
existence hssdqiendei? It is a necessary condi- 
tion of a cmnponnd snbstanec, like the material 
pait of man, to DC subject to dissolution, fromcausev 
exterior to it, or nnited with its constitution. Docs 
a more convindng arjKMtcnt arise against a Provi- 
dence from its dtasolutimn at one season rather Uian 
another ? or flrom its dlssDhition by en external, ra- 
ther than an iRtemsd dune, which is as cflectusi' 
to the end, though less pradpitatc in the means > 
Some fhw cases (ronmi fewer than are generally 
imagined) may possibly be stated, where, in the pre- 
sent life, the montent of {nfaetT to a fenltlcss crea- 
t ure, may cxcee^i^y wvettwiance the moment of 
Its happiness; as men H tsialrodpccd into faewig 
with iiihrmitics of body, too Obstuiafe fer tempe- 
rance and discipline to correct, aad which teomr ' 
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il iosenaibk to ovOfV e«ijojm('nt. But to solve those 
appeoranoeSf a iicli aopported revelation, that in- 
btructa ui In the of a future state, may iitly 

be applied s for thot^j^h revelation cannot setve us a 
baate to natural religtoo^ on ivhich it la only a supt r- 
btrurture, yet it may be extremely useful to roconeik* 
the seonitn;^ iiioonbistcndes of u system discovered 
to be good hv afguiuotits of another kind ; and rea* 
bon will acquiesce in the truth it teaches, as agree* 
able to Its own dictates* 

After promising these reflections, I may venture 
to make puldic Ulc foUouing letter from a \ery 
learned female correspondent : 

Mr* Fit^-Adam ; 

h has been some burprise to me, that in a paper 
which teems designed to cdkAict our jud|tmt^ntt, and 
reduce the influence of fathlod, folly, prejudice, and 
pastion, you have never confuted a princtple> which 
It a composition Of them all* I mean the behei of 
a Providence. It answers tndec^d no individual pur* 
p080« except to conotenance the toaolence of our 
parsons, wlio maintain^ in defiance of the wUdom 
of their superiors. I w.ts early initiated in tbatyt/^U 
jpAitnsojfh^f which explained the creation by n for* 
fuitous coQCourt-c ot atoms. An intinile number 
of parcels, varied in shape, si;^c and colour, and 
embracing each other m all possible positions, 
opened a scene a« enteffabing to my fancy as it 
was intelligible to thy Wiidmtaiuliiig. Mv brother 
was an able advocate fot this opinion ; andhissUim* 
tion in a gacd, under tlie pressure of ill-health, loss 
of fortune^ reputation and friends, furmshed him with 
copious arguments to support it. A maiden aunt* 
inoeed, who had the ipaq^ment of my educauon, 
was perpetually reprcMU^og hie principles as impi- 
ous, and his avgumcniui fmr thesa at jmsurd* She 
insisted that hi$ lussfprtunes Oduld ha ascribed 
to no other cause than liisisdr: that loss t . 
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leputation and fncncla wf» tbe 
qutncc of a HOnt of CQmifioil hortc«t,V» loh9> of 
fortanCf ot eiktiava^nc^e ; and toM beiMth of da* 
haiicliery* 1 am ashamod to conjaaB that tbi^e 
childish reasons had too much uith mo, and 

tltat I continued too lone m a Huctuntmp; be-* 
twocn truth and orrot. i thi^iAk riod huuever^ that 
sny own mlsfonunes have taken off the pauial bios 
from tny mind, and ofioi ed u to camu'tion and the 
reason of thnigs. My bcautt impairith if not loa 
by the smalbpox, the death ol a favounto child, the 
scBatiRer,<« of iin < ircumstanceSi nnd iht bnuaht^ ok 
my hu<>hand ln\o pimted beynmt exception, that 
no moial }U n^ pit sides us. 1 &bau not trou- 

ble you with a rc pqiitiou of the same nonsense etu- 
ployed agautst ma» tie before ogamst my biothori by 
the same ancient lady. She concluded with ob» 
scrvini;, that comphnnu of circumstances and tho 
brutaltty of a husband, came with an indtBetcnt 
grace from a personi who, after rejecting so many 
ndvantageous offers, ca^j^ from a window with n 
stranger she bad #^ar(!f% seen, will do im 

the justice to brllerc, that my judgnunt on thi'* oc- 
casion was regulated moiu bv my own h tlmgt, thaii 
the eloquence ol my aunt, if} satisf iclion ii«, that 
the good lady, insensibly to hvr<( 11^ «>tpfns now bt 
coming a convert to those opmious which haU hn 
life has been employed confUtc* Some late cn- 
OtUDstances have indeed staggered her f>ithodoxy. 
She ha*i made a new discovtij, that she is coni' iifer* 
ably turned of seventy, niid ft els the iiifirmities, 
which accompany that sciwon, making hasty ad- 
vances to her. J Icr father confrs^or, and imciumt ad-** 
mirer, the vicar of the Daiiih* broke his leg imt {ong 
since, and received other contuiuons net yet UMlde 
public, by a Aft fiom a vfetous horse , a^ a lady 
in the neighhooi^q^d, whem she has never jSargiveii 
voc. xxviu. ' r 
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thcmiKtiltftf filiriiierly ibo piecedcuce m 

«'h»rdi« h. a rank very superior to hei 

otviL, hy rae lu^Uoa #( her husband to an esrare 
and title, lo which ho has been presunipUvc hcic 
for above these twenty >earb. 

IaxD>4^c. 


S'* 3,35. TUUKSUAY, JULY 81, 1755, 


To Mr.T?n/-AoAM. 

Sni, 

ffiKKL are few thi»g<! whioti contribute more to 
mislead our judgments^ and pervert our morals^ 
than the confusion of our ideas arising from the 
abuse of words* Iltmce it hourly happens that vir<^ 
tues and vices are so blended and disguised, by tsk* 
ing each othcr^s names, that almost thp worst ac« 
lions a Tuan can be guilty of, shall be attributed to 
an elevated and laudable spjrit* Thus U^e most ex- 
truTagunt follow living, ho, to keep up an ostonta- 
tiouK figure by nil knuls of expense, sets his coun- 
try and conscience to sale, snail be extolled by all 
about him as a noble generous soul, above the low 
considenition of dirty money* Xlie high-mettled 
blood, uho drl)auchcs hisfri^s utfe or daughter; 
who Withholds a tradesman s just debt, that he may 
he punctuul with a *)harper; in t»bort, who dares do 
an) injury, and run Um man thiougli the body who 
ishaH resc^nt it, calls himself, and is called by the 
wodldi a man of gaHaniry and honout. (ikonotoy 
19 put out of couotenmic^ by the odious word ava- 
^ric#t gjod die most rapacious covetousness takes 
sbaUcr under the 'terms prudence and discretion* 
m easy thoughtfessoees of temper^ which betrays 
the owner to recommtad a scoundrel ; to lend to, 
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or be baund for a spenAltlli'ift to c<^furm nhh oil 
galbftt ttihetDcs tff 0 proiitgate; to hii^p favours 
Oil A plitup or fthflfper, e\i» to tbo negfect of niori« 
totiiiu« trieiid^, Aod frtquontly (0 tlie dNtrcsMOg u 
\tiio and ch)Uiret|i^ in fine, that ea»y iln»poMtioa ot 
lumd retilst koportunUy, be the solicit 

tor ever bO untvorlhy^ !« mgnthed witii the inoHt 
aminblo of all epitbots gopd nature, anti so the 
thing itaclf brought into di>grace by the mistijiplica" 
tion of tli 0 word. 

The bale mention of thcao abusca is bufficient to 
leadirtr\ ihiiiking leader into a larger latalo^^te 
of the like kind. Hence it ib ibat fal^ hood usurps 
the jdaco of truth, and ignomiiiy of ment$ and 
though this may have bean the complaint of all age a 
and nations of tliedviiiaed ivorld, yotstdl the cheat* 
CIS and the dieated arc as numcroos us ever. 

T have been led into these reflociiotia by tlic su'> 
pcrficial and misUhen opinions ndiich are almost 
imuersaily received of tvto genllenicri in a neigh^ 
bouitng county, at whose, housoi^ 1 have been lately 
cntertaincil, and irhiMii^dfiaracterh I hhall here fhv 
irneate, concrAlittg their it a) narrns undi i the fu 
tfCious onov of iSombnous and llilainis. 

^ombrinus is a youi^er brothi i of a nohh fannl), 
vho<te imrinbic worth Graving been descried and va> 
lued by d man of sdkl sense in the neighhoui hood» 
procui ed him the happiness of his only dangiiti i *in 
nianiapis with a fortune of a fhon^and pound 
ixranijinn Somhnnns is a man of < Mi lordmai;^ 
natural ciduvated bj much leadmg sod bb- 
Bcrv atmn. oi mce honour, sincere tn his ftietid*^ 
bhip<, winch uie but few ; and universally htsiiiai|t#.r 
V waitn lo\tr of his reU^^oti nud cduniry^ Ufott 0ti 
fvcdleut )«stice of the neace, »n which cUpUdity he 
takes mhinte pains to allay bitteritcsiH. and 'Compose 
ijuarreh Pious himself, a ngularjty of 
IS kqu up m Ini family. Uts numerous lasuc {tif 
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vhich he ift tiiihisr ftficctionutieii than 

ioiui) obltgt^ him iu cec6nomj^> tlu^ugh his iwtural 
nchuation btf£>*}git toMTdiJ^ dispensing rirW» 
tiiau Uoardmg tbeoi* I Its uqmpage and ubie arc 
rathei neat and sufficient tii^ suj^UMu<i* Ilea- 
son d)1e people are alerays wdboitie to him , but the 
liotous find thtir accoUat neitlier jin bia temperance, 
nor hits coiiversaUun. With alt these good quali- 
hts ton great «v dity ior boidk-knoiirledge, Ins 
fienotiatuiri into men and mannert, and Ida exalted 
motions of rca««on and KiUtude, combining with 
a sickly lidhit of hndy> rcndei him apt to be sple- 
netic or sih lit, upon occasionb wherein his dehcac^ is 
grossly ofiendud. Hence the much-injured Somori- 
nua hea under the calumny of being a \ ery lU^naiurcd 
^/an« among all tUdse who have but asliglit acquaint- 
mtf of him ; while even Itis intimates, who see him 
at all hours, and m every mood, though convinced 
of the goodtuss of his heart, and the purity of bis 
intentiouo, are ju obliged, when coDtemiing in his 
favour, to grant that he htui oAeo tlie appearance 
of an lU^hu^iioured man. 

ndorm^ IS a dovi *uight country gentleman ; a hnr 
mant ; an indefatigable sportsman. Hr can drink 
Ins gallon at u Mttmg, and will tell you he was never 
Hi r m bi<, hfi . He mat tied a most disa- 
greeable nonian with a vast fortune, whom howiver 
he contents hniMit with sliglitiug, mtJtl} because 
he cannot take the trouble of Ubing hi r ilk For the 
same les^on he is stidoiu seen to be angry, unlc&s 
hts favourite horse Should hnppi n to he lamed, or the 
^toe-act iuftingocL Ha\ing an c>tiite of above five 
ioousand a year, hi^ btroog beer, ate, and wine*cel- 
ISr are lv||Pstored ; fo either of w Inch, as also 

to his tshte, abounding in plenty of good victuals ill 
aortetl sod dl dressed, eveiy votci end fox-hunter 
rlauis t kind of rij^lit. lie roars I >i the church, 
whici lie c( vir \Mts a itl is cUrnall> (fucking bis 
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i onrsc and tdllnlng ifnut to the parsons ; n horn 
if he can make lUddiedf and expose to contempt* it 
18 the highest pleiisure he can rnjoy« As for Ins lay 
irrCods, notlYbg is more frequent uith him than to 
6 Ct them and Iheir servants dead drunk upon their 
horses, to whoae Sa jpctdly it b kft to tind the nay 
home in a distk night ; and should any of 

them happen to he ftnnd half smothered in a ditch 
next morning* ti affords him excellent diycrsioa 
toi a twelve-month after. Hit sons aie loobies* and 
his daughter<t hoddens: not that Ik is rovetmis, hul 
cartkas in tluii (ducattoiH* Through the sanu in- 
dolenre, his basturds of which he has not a few, art 
J< ft to the pansh , and hit men and maul semots 
run riot without control for want of dtscipline in 
the family. He has a mortal asersioti to any inter- 
ru|nion in his mirth. IVIi hun of a calamity that 
has befallen any of his ttcqitamtanco* he asks where 
stands the bottle f Propose to htSa tlic nssisiing at a 
ciuaitcr sessions, he is engaged at a cod-nmich; or 
snould he* througli cariosity, m.iko hrs jppearatiet* 
ilure, over jvivial aro "fattiions, end t«juill> free 
tiom the disturbance passion and t (mipa'^sion* he 
uill crack hiH joke from the bench with the \agiatiL 
whom hf* sentencea to be wliippc cl ihmugii thecoiin- 
ty* or with tfic felon whom he condemns to the g.il- 
lows, 's'lieh IS hts cniidc'sc'crision* that he makes no 
scruple to t ike his pipe ami pot at in alehouse whh 
the verv drtgs of the people, -\s lor tlicjwilia- 
mtni fthongli his s< at m it cost him very dear m 
hou^t 'Ki epingl if ilu fatc» of the nation depended 
upon hrs atteneldnce tin re, he would not be prevadad 
upon to «|uit the eouiuiy in the* sfiooiiMg or hunting 
season, nnks^ ioi ceel up by a tha bouse, m 
hne, it IS an intartabJe maxim with fum^ }et %h$t 
will happen, never to gm* himseir one 
tontcrn. \re }ou hi health and piosperity^ Ko 
r J 
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one is te'idier to (lull d 1 lu^it utth )oa * but he has 
no car to the \ OR 0 ot dt^Ui s or coipj hint. The 
buhjm ts of Ins life ib (what he CilU) pkafaure; to 
promote ibni, lie tinnually consuiiics hts large in- 
come, winch, Without uny design of his, may hap-* 
pen indeed to do some good. 

And ui^nd^r, llt<tv*n dite€ft4i Ut iht poo 
With tihse endowment, there arc aclcaMiiino in 
ten, who i?ive the preicrtnce to Hihmus, and 1 ivish 
on iiiiii tin epithets of tlie woithicbf, the noh)i-t, 
and the In ••t natured cn itun alive . while Sombn 
nus IS riduulid os a dtadly wise man, a milksop, 
fctmgy, piouti, fiuUon, and tU tutored. Vet Soruhn* 
nusis the man to whom every one Hieoi wfaencicr 
there is a dem md for ju^itice, good sense, wholesome 
counsels or rtM) charity to ifilarius, when the belly 
only IS to be consulted, or the time dissipated- 
Thus lire the thousand good qunlitiu oi Sonsbn* 
nus eclipsed by a too reserved and serioas turn of 
minds while Hilanus, on the fatso credit of gene** 
ro^ity and good humour, wjitbout cne single vittue 
in his coinpoMiion, swiins immiphantly with the 
stream ot appi luse, and is esteeiiied by evety ot o 
pf hiS acquaintance, lot having only tlie abilities 01 
a complete voluptuarv. 

I cannot dismiss this letter without lamenting tho 
mistaken opinions usually received of characters 
like these, as a wotu) instance of the depravity of our 
hettrts 88 well as heads, A man may with equal 
propi^ery aver, that the giant who showed himstli 
for a shilling fast winter at Chanqg-Cross, wa^ in 
every respet^ a much greater man than Mr. Ptqyc, 
wb(>had tten^fortune of being low, crooked, and 
nflheted the head-ach. 

1 am, SiH, your constant reader^ 

And hmiUe tenant 
\A.M. 
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136. THIUISDAY, AVG. 7. 1756. 


*ro Mr. Firz-Ai^AM. 

Silt ; 

As ii is iiicumbeat on an hutcnrian* who writes the 
liistorv of his own times, to take noliee of public and 
remarkable events, so I apprehend it to be tbe hu* 
siness of a writer of essays tor entortaHmieiii and iu- 
sti action, to mark the passions as titcy rise, and to 
treat ot those es{»coiaUy, vrhich appear to fufluoin e 
the manners of age he lives 4 a. 

llie love of Aoistt, though a piusioa ohsorvabio 
in aU times and ceuDtrics, Itas yet been so predomi** 
Atnt of kteyeardi and given rise to so many of our 
modern cuntoms, that I cannot think it unw^ortby of 
ODC of your speculatitms. 

In many mstanpss tliis passion is subordinate to, 
and proceeds Another, which i& no loss uni* 
versfM, and no less comnicnUablc , 1 nicim the lo^*' 
of ftme. Nbise, or smuid in general, has been con- 
sidered as a means; whereby tiiousamU have ren- 
dered tlmmselves i^oos in their geueiatiun ; ami 
this ih the reasoa why to be imnous, and to moke a 
noise in the world, are commonly understood as 
equivalent expressions, licnee also tbe trumpet, 
because one of the most noble instruniients of boumh 
was anciently^ made sacred to the hcaliien god-, 
dess of fame:* so that even at thU ^hen tho 
world h too backward in dothg justloo to u iuaA*{> 
merit, and he is constrained to doit huAficrlf, Js 
\ery properly said to sound his own ptsdoes, or 
trumpet out his fame. 

The great utility and advantages which may be 
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obta&e4 noiV, in Jevtr^l other rcspccta^ 

ate very apparent. In the pulpit, the preadier who 
<h*claifn8 in the luuilest manner, is bure to gam the 
^r(*atest number of followers. Ho has also tin* <^a- 
tisfiiction of liunving that Qxe <1cvoliou of a gre^t 
paif <>n«s auJlence dependl; more upon l!ic sound- 
nes.«! of hU lungs, than the soundness of his dnt- 
tMiie. 

At the bar, everj one knows the great indniMitc 
of sound : and indeetl vxhcie pt tple actMistom theii)' 
aeKts to talk much and mean little, it behoves tin m 
to substitute noise in tlu' pkice of eloipieace. It i-* 
tiho a vei) ]ust ronioik, chat scurrility and abu^t 
it(|Uin' an eluvattoii of the voice. 

ip the senate it la often seen, that the noise and 
thunder utth whldh the patiiot shakes the hoiisi*, 
has redeundod more to the good of bis country, 
than all the knowledge of the history and laws^f 
it, locked up in the breasts of profound politic* 
emns, who have wanted \oiccs to make themselves 
hi <nci. 

1 lom a conviaion that in general can be 
made subMU vitnt to so many £ 0 <(>d purposes, we may 
iiiMi'v imagine that a great iobdness iPust be often 
shown for it, even w'hcre its usefu1nCsS| or tendency, 
is not ImqiediaUly diNCcrnible: for from tljo very 
foice bf habit, the means wUI often be pursued, 
n here the end not p<Thaps ni tamable. 

At b ceffi,v-house which I frequent at the .*^ 1 . 
Jzunea's end *he town, I meet with two sets of 
\oimg men* dbmmonty di^tlnguiKhed by the name 
oi &|itox &i^ Bloods; \sho arc pcfpctually inter** 
lupWIPthe conversation of the company, cither 
w ith whi^itling of banes, lisping of new-tasliloaed 
^lothsv WlUng *dut ^jdlected speeches and short sen- 
tciHcs; or with KH'itaU of bold adventures 
past, and much boltler which they ate about to cn- 
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Mge in. But 9$ ttolie ii more becoming a Rloo<l 
than a Beau, I ata generally diverted v,iin the on* , 
and always tired widi the other. 

This has led me to reflect on thei^bdom wliieh 
has been shown in the institution of certain i'IuIb 
and nocturnal meetings for men, into which no \>vt 
sons can be edmittea as members, but thoi^c who 
aic disposed to matco that particular noiso unl>> 
w hi ell 18 agreeable to the tastes and talents of thur 
respective societies. Th us tlie mombers of one club 
vent thoir noise in politics; those of anotlicr in * n- 
tical disbcrtations on eating and drinking: a third 
pirhnps in story*telling, and a fourth in a eoustant 
rotation of merry songs. In most of these clubs 
tlicreare presidents chosen and invested with au- 
tliority to be as noisy as they please iheiiiaclve«> 
and to inflict pcnalitca on all those who open out 
of time. 

The ladies indeed arc somewhat motti lUniicd in 
their topic') for noiH?, though thoir itieetisigs for 
venting it arc more numerous than tliObC of Uie HKn. 
They also lie under the disadvanlagc of havn.g 
\oiccs of a tone too and deheaU to Isc heaid 
at a great distance : bH^k they scum in some uiea** 
sure to have obviated th^i^c disadvantages, liy ugicc* 
inc to talk all together: by which inoHns, and as the 
subject is generidly of the vituperative kihd^ they 
arc able to cope with the men, eu at the iuo«l vo- 
cifeiou^ of therr clubs. 

Again; those diversions, in which noise most 
abounds, have been a!wa;^s held in the higiicbt 
esteem. Tht-tj’ut «nd original country wJio 

is actoatid by Ibis gt nerous paswoft for 
fers the di version oJ hunting to all other enjo|paents 
upon earth. He cam entertain bis companioi«f/cw 
hours together with laUtmg of his ^bouhds, Wid 
tolling the divine music and harmony of their 
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tongal!s$ tind scarce ever gees to tied without Yiind^ 
mg the boi«i and having the full cry m hit» parlour. 
HonM'adiigt cuck-fi^titingf bull-batting, and tiu 
hkc, are sports wbicii fill the hearts of the connnop 
people with the most extravagant delight , while HiLii 
voices art cnipluytcl in the loudest shouts ami i x- 
clamatioDs In the optmon of oiu English sailot«>, 
no cntcir unmeut can be complete nheio the all 
cliccring hurza ix w iiiting by the iorce of uhah 
they arL inspired iMth bUi li courage and rcsolulion^ 
that i Vi n fighting itself becomes tlietr diversion 
In London, witeic many of these spoiU cannot be 
tnjo}ed the fashion foi noise has appeared in \a 
nous othet shapes. It lias within the immoi) ot 
most men, given rise to routs, druinb, and hum- 
caiicb , which m oH probabdit\ would have b«ta 
improved mto canuonadc^ thundtis and rnrth 
quakeSi, beibr0 this time, had it not been for the late 
panics mi aceoqnt of some concussions in the air, 
ver) much roscmbhtig IhobC of a real carthqmiLc* 
lloHivcr, as a proof that the names alrcadv givpn 
to those pohte asbcitiblus are extrtnuly pi opt i for 
them, 1 need only to remark that they are luiii ihv* 
compooed of what i& culled the best compan), uho 
fiom time immemorial pleaded the ptivdtge 
of hitth for talking as loud as they can. 

\mong the mm V other instances of the effuts of 
this passiofn in high life, 1 shaBctily take notice of 
one looie; which is an ingenious method (unknown 
to our forefathorb) of making n thundering notse a 
people's doors , l)\ which you nc gei erally given 
to uhderstaud that bome* person of ctwtscqutncedoi s 
xoa the honour to bOpi>osa you ait in the land ef 
ilu Jiivsng. 

Some ma} think that it will bear a dispute, whe- 
ther xuch a violout hammeriii^ at people b door* 
m 1} not bo Icolced Upon zn the eye ot the law, as an 
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attempt of ^ijorctklefnir^t but it is rnybumbhrOpi*' 
nion> that it cun ooly be construed to an actiiHi oC 
ttssniilf und baiter ; aince it nuiy be proved that tlio 
j;eiu ralay of those who are guiUy of this ini».dc- 
ineuiK)} have really no inientton of xnaUnji; any en- 
try at ail : for when doors arc opened to then), they 
secure tbeir retreat as fast as tliey can ; dying fiom 
tlie face of those whom they count thefr cnctniLs 
ulieu at home, and vi<nt as their frtendb when 
abroad. 

1 have now by me a certain curious book of me- 
moirs wherein the smtimcnU of a wealthy old 
lady in the city* with regard to tho usefulness of 
noise, seem very nearly to correspond with the ob- 
str\ationsI ha^e here made upon that subject. 1 
siiai) transcribe a short passage from the charaettT 
oi t))i^ lady, and conclude my letter. 

< TowanU the decline of her days she took lodg** 
mgs on Ludgat(*-hill, in order to be amused with the 
noises in the street, and to bo constantly supplied 
with nbjcctsof contemplotton : for she thought it of 
gie it u^c to d mind that had a turn for meditation, 
to ob<iorvr what was passing in the world. As she 
had aKu n very religious mposition, she used often 
to say it was a grievous shame that such .i tiling m 
sdonf lueetifigs, among some of the Uissf iiting bre- 
thren, should be suifemd in a Christian country. 
And when she died she left five hundred pounds to- 
wards tlu^ ertvting fifty new soundin^^^boaxiH^ to aid 
the lungs of the aged clergy, in divers churclies 
witliiu tile balls ot inortalit^/ 

* 

I am. Sir, 

Vo«r tiMigied hwnUe servant, , 

R.L. 
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snsi. THURSDAY, AUG. 14, 1755. 

Mv correspondent of to*(iny, will, 1 hope, excuse 
me foi not publtslung his letter sooner. To confess 
the truth, I had sonic thoughts of making an apo*- 
logy to httn tor not publthhtng it at all ; having con- 
ceived an opinion ti. it it might tend to lessen those 
exalted ideas which the woild has always entet tam- 
ed <il us men of karmug. But though upon rc- 
lonMdcnitiou 1 have (hanged my iniiid, 1 must take 
the liberty ot 011*^01 viug, b) «ay of lutrtxluction, 
that as 1 modestly pK^sunie no man living has more 
learning than myself, so no man Viilues himsell 
more upon it, or has a greater \ (‘notation for all 
those who possess it, estn though tiny should pos- 
sess nothing else. 1 remember to hnv<‘ seen it un- 
der mj grandmother s own hand, m the new primer 
^he give me «U my hrsi going to sehDo), tlial itum- 
fjctinr than hon^e an^ land and though 1 
cannot sa> that 1 ha\e ever bun in a situation to 
make tlie proper ceTii})aiison between iiAiiMsr 
and lioi M and i yet my grandmother was 

a wi«>e woman, and I bid never reason to call in 
f|U( ^tion the truth of any of her i^aying'^'. 

To Mr. FiT7-ADitM^ 

Sin ; 

h is with pleasure 1 observe, that you commonly 
avoid the iidiculous ostefltatioii of prefixing a scrap 
of antiquit} to your lucubrations Tiour piac'ttce 
confirms me in mv opinion, that a fine or two of 
<«rcek and Latin, is neither useful nor ornamental 
to a pnpci intended for Ih# benefit of all torts of 
uaders. 
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It excusable in your prodeewors, Uie T«t* 
ler. Spectator oad Guardm ; <or in their time we 
haJ iine Rcntlenion, one out of twenty of whom 
euulil, perhaps, make a shift to pick out the moan- 
ing of 4 Latin couplet. Hut now *tt*il«yathe caOe is 
altered \ tt is pedantry to know any otitcr language, 
or at hast to seem to know any, hut the fabhiotia- 
Me cuoJern ono^. For my own part, 1 by no moans 
approve of mottos, w^liich 1 doubt not are ottrn 
thought (It* ft(\or the piece is wnttcii ; and if not, 
iuu>t confine the writer too closely to the scn<>e of 
tliani. The smm* objection I have to numcTOUS 
juofilions from the nncicuts; for why hhotild wo 
*sp(M! in a less intelligible language, what may be 
i> pf itinenti) and justly expressed in nur own } Jt 

with reason then, that in our days a man is no 
inoK* lopiitcil a i»choiar foripjotiog Ilorucr and Vii- 
s^il, than he would be esteemed a man of morals for 
reading Tuliy and Seneca; andit(>r<ek motto is 
tiumeht <1*1 unnecessary to a good esss), as u head 
ofOiho 01 (lalbu would he to a learuod man, if it 
WAS slung I omul his shoulders. Indeed, to spt.ik 
rn\ mind il the use of a language is to arrive at the 
s use, wit, and arts conw^cd by it, I mc nu mmsoii 
why our own should yieU to any othci, oiicunl or 
nuidorn. It is copious and manly, thr»ugh not te- 
gular; and has books in every branch of the aits 
and ienccs, written with a .spirit and judgment not 
to he exceeded- Kotwiihstancling which, a mini 
versed in (ircek aud Latin, and noliiing cUe, sliali 
be cai lid learned ; while another, )e<>A knowing iii 
those, who has imbibed the scum', spirit and know- 
ledge of all the bei^t authors in our own language, is 
denied that honourable tiUc. 

I ofvn to you, Mr, Fite- Adam, that he who would 
lay in a store of prudent and judicious maxams for 
the direction of nis conduct in life, can do it no 

VOL. xx\in. « 
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nhcre more ejScrtuallvt than jGrom the invaiuablo 
works df ftnttquity. Bat is it absolutely neoesst^y 
that he abould do thia from the very langiiajLce^ lo 
which they were written i 1 am my sell what ks called 
a good (ireck and Latin scholar; and yet 1 Inhere 
I might bo ina >u»r of as much true know ledge, if I 
understood riLMtlier. There are many good rcasan<4 
to be given why the study of these lunguagch ought 
to bo cultivdt<^ : but 1 think this puiMUtina} bt 
catTied too far : nod that mm h of the time spent m 
' arqiurmg a critical knowledge of them, might be 
employed U> more advantage. I speak in geuirjl ; 
foi tluue aic bonic, who have a genius partKiilaily 
suited to the study of words» that would nevar make 
any figure in the study of things. 

There is hardly any thing truly valuable in tlic 
dead languages, tliat may not be read with eqini 
advantage and satls&iotion in the living, and more 
particularly in our own ; for if 1 may rely upon mv 
own judgment; and the report of learned men, many 
of the best ancient authors have lm»t little by thmr 
translation into our soil, i am charmed with the 
(ireek of Thucydides and Longinus^ but 1 am like- 
wise delighted with the French dress of the last, and 
Mr. Smitli*s English of both, t can distiaguish the 
gontfllty and case of Cicero, and the spirit and neat- 
ncs.s of Pliny, in their epistles, they are tran<!- 
latcd by Mr. Melmoth. Will anv)i^ that has seen 
Mr. Popc^s flomcr, lament that ne tm not read him 
in liie original ? And will not every man of a true 
taste adimie the gaiety and good sense of Hmaco, 
the galhintry and genteel carelessness of Ovid, the 
fire and energy of and tlie passion of 1 1 - 

bullus, in tSe parapbrtgg^s and tramdations ot 
Donne, Dryden, Oaitb, Congreve and Hatomond ? 
I iustance these, mm their beauties are with inoru 
difficulty transferi;ed inio a foreign language* 
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It wmiUi be to onutnriate Uio^Englifib 

poi ms that pedrapb cquai aov llnng lo Ckeek (cft La- 
tin, Tin* iMtadise Lo^t wHl be thought httte infe- 
1 Jt)r Jo the Iliad or «Knoid in judgment, majtMy, and 
true jwotic fiftj. Tbo Ef^«y on ( i iticihm» 1 nu d not 
^rruplr to compare wHn the Lpistlo to the risot; 
noi to prefer the Dunctady Kswy on Man, and llu 
I tint ipistlcN, to any of the productions ol antiquity. 
And you not join with me in prtfeinng Alexan- 
del's Hast to all the cxtinvagancc of Ihndai, m 
point of harotouyi and pot^tr of exprebsion and num- 
ht 1 s ? 1 he poetn, jt ib ii ue, had difTermt vii n s ; but 
tiotuithsianding, there may he a compartson. 

To enlarge further, would carr% me bi\oml the 
hmifs 1 pronntc lo myself. 1 shall therefore con- 
I ludc my remarks <m this kind of writing, with ub- 
«tn T)<r, that if we fall hhort of the ancicnU ni any 
part of polite anting, it is in the method of dia- 
t )gu( . Ml whicb tH>me of them, as Xenophon, IMato 
>i>Md lully, had most excellent talents: andict I 
know mn whether Uie dialogue <Mfi Medals, anct the 
.Minulc Philosojpher, wav not rival any ihingtiny 
lu\e lift beliind thorn t lorastothcii pohiKol wut- 
jnc**. DU man will think iheni equal to tho Letters 
on I’atrioluait, and tlm Idea of a Patriot King, In 
li vtory we are certainly dchcieat, though ttah igh, 

1 larendon, aodKiew orhcis arc excellent iu tlnn 
kiiid^ ; but we fU certainly make it U}> in niathema*^ 
tns, natural (itfltosophy, physic, and the many ix- 
ciiiuit tieatuics wo have on moraht), politics," and 
( nil prudence. 

It I*, not my mtention to resume a subject that has 
iircMdy employed much aUer pins, and to raise a 
dispute about the comparative merits of the ancietit$ 
and moderns ; nor would I by any means discpni^age 
the ^tudy of the ancient lihiguagcs ; for I thintt the 
time J spent in acquiring th* m exirehMitly w'elf em- 
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plof (id : but I would illingly persuade such as are 
’)ot maHer^f 0 ^ thioii that the) maybccume scho 
Lfis a>ui {earned nun with no ot!u r assistance 
their own nativi* Isuglish 1 am A\xse I think the 
man more deserving of thofe namesy who is con« 
'^>i^Ant with Bacon, Boyie, l«ocke» and Newton, 
than lie who is unacquainted with tliese great phi* 
losophcis, though )h should nave read IMato, Aris* 
totlo, and the orators ned poets of antiquity. 

You will now, no doubt, bo cuiidus to know who 
I am, that d( cide so magistciially m x point so long 
given up, and ol i»o much consequence to the repub* 
l!c of letters. Time, ’Mr. hit7.-Adaai> may bring 
that to light: at present it is neicsbary 1 should 
iicreen niyAclf from the indignation of pedants^ who 
Mould overwhelm me with heaps of ancient mbbmh. 
My view in this letter is to convince the laches, that 
many of t)im possess more real Itarmog, than a fel- 
low of ftcollegei who has for twenty vear^ poitd 
upon remnants. I have mdted often woncleied that 
tho author of the Would ha*^ not been favoured 
With a much greater shaic of the prodtictu)D«i of fe- 
male corro<i|>ODdeiits than anv of fats predecessor*^, 
js ho has set at naught (ircok and Latin for their 
frakc^. But perhaps it may be for that verv reason : 
for so capricious are the sc'v, that though tiiei hate 
a pedant, tWy despise the man who fs not ftow* mul^ 
iarum l^erarum, 1 have heaid u lady declare, that 
she could nn more love a man whose learning was 
not superior to her own, than him who took all uc- 
cusioiis of showing her that it wa^. If you approve 
of me as a correspondent, 1 may hv sometmiis at 
your services in which case, to show my learnini^, 
ray style ahaB tk>w and Uien be cnricbed with a little 
lireck and Latin. 

I aim Sir, 

^ J Ymr mo9f humble terxani^ 

’ C. 
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Von jM'vcrul wftdb |^t« I have been considering 
\ijHi myauir Imw I might exttmd the uac and rnteiv* 
tiunnu'nt of theae my labours: for though thonsarnU 
of' my countrymen nave rxperteucod and arc ready 
to attest their aalutary effects* yet it cnnimt he de- 
lucit hiii there are stiff pcopio to be met Hith, tvhn 
are by no tneaits us n tbo and 0ft good as they ought 
to be. General ^ati^e, as I have formerly observed, 
is what feir people eaie to apply to tla'iusc lvcs ; 
and though I have hitherto bteu averse to puitn 
cular ond personal abuse, 1 am at last willing to try 
iis i fleet, \\*dl-knowing, that if iho good winch may 
act rue from it bo but m (he proportion of one m a 
nuilxm to the entertainment it gives* I shuU have 
K a^on to bless myself for thuH quart eUing w^ith the 
woild. 1 am oensihle aUo that by adopting this 
method* I urn incrou^tug the nuniher oi' my cor- 
iropondents, as every (me will be for ir\ ing Ins hand 
401 so delightful a subject as the fadings of lus 
fnviuLs; espocialiy when 1 fthall have gi^tn iiim my 
hommr that he need he under no apprehensions for 
liia bafety* audohat I wifi fake every 
ni}<!rlh *i therefore hereby invite nil .viiat- 

rixvcr to transmit to tnc forth with all the scandal 
i!ii \ eon either eolleiH or invent. Name*!, and par- 
tuoLirly gicat ones* will be very aercptahle; <a in 
d( hiult of buck nanies* minute descriptions of |a,r'* 
MO s, their alliances and ronneHttms* or the bluets 
ihc; live in* will be equally agieoiltbio* f treat re* 
wdl be paid to the Utters fit fetuale cor- 
ic'^pondonts; but it is humbly hopod tliut they wiif 
not sutler the copiousnesa and cnticemenC of the 



WORLII. 


174 




subject to liuity them into lengths tliat mey exceed 
the boutuls of this paper. 

I am bcnMbic that a great dial of courage, and an 
equal (tegrt^e of dexterity at hiiif'le mter, will be 
necessary on this ocoaston ; but a» 1 said befixre^ I am 
contented to take the whole upon myself, lather 
tiiuu lay my correspondents under any restraint: 
iny name is Adam l:u/;-Adiim; J am to be heard of 
every morning at tine Tilt-yard coB(»e*hnUM.s and, 
though an old man, sh<di be ready to give any gen- 
tleman batisfactiot}, \^ho chooses to cal! Ufionme m 
u hackney -coach, and frank me to 11} de-park^ or 
"Montague-houi'C. 

To extend the usefulness cf this paper still flir- 
ther, it is my intention (notwithstanding any for* 
iner declaration to the contrary) to nux politics 
with blander. 1 am in a manner compelled to make 
thib second a ttcratioo in my plan, iiom a thorough 
« onvictioii that no man in those kingdoms ib .such 
n iHitblcr of politics as my'^selt ; and as a war wuli 
Fraiico set nib now to he inevitable, 1 .si^al! from 
liiiic lo time iobtruct our minister^ m what manner 
to conduct it, mid ^h^rll hope for aa exact compli- 
ance with every |dan 1 btuili lay before them. This 
uill be saving a gAat deal of trouble and potplexity 
to the common people of England^ wlio, though al- 
ways ready to itjbtriu t an adtnmiftiralion, aio bomc- 
times sp divided in their opimaos^ that the said ud- 
|d|||||bation are forced to pursue their own inea- 
w ane of plain aod punctual instructions 
from their fiicnds. 

The better to pfl^ry on this laudable design, £ 
shall direct whales are proper to be brought into 

r irlianient, and what acta 1 would have re|X)alcd. 

shall also devote three mornings in every week to 
tlu^ private instruction of all such ministeis and 
ipembers of {larliaaieiiti as are desirous of confer- 
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ring with ma at my lodgings up two pair of stairs 
«it the Truiik^uukcr's m St Martin’s lant I shall 
liUwuc ready to answer alt questions in pohtu h 
to such gendeuien and ladies f» would willyi^ly in- 
icstigatethat aeience without study or appluation 
This IV ill tend greatly to ttie edihcation ot all )us 
ticcs d the peOcOi nurses, mtdu ivrs* coutitry < uiuic s, 
and parish clerks, whose idca«^ srerki at piescut to Ik 
alitUe confused, for want oi a thorough kntiwhdgo 
of the interests and cornu moos ot the u^vtial states 
ofEtilOpe, and how the bilmri id power is to be 
malotaitud I Khali kcip u uatihtnJ €>c over the 
ktug of 1 r&iuc and bib ministi r«, and w dl time )y 
Doucc of at)} nitinded irvasions, and dincf ntc t- 
btircs lt> dekat su«h inva*‘ams in ptoptr time I 
shall hnd niean^ <d inMuut ng the other powcis nl 
i uropo in then tiuc ai d natxiia) inlt nsti, nni) will 
r oininusudite in this papu thi intclliyftnue 1 shill 
Iroiu imie to tune keCci%o from the said powers , 
th it the public shall always be oppn/cd btfou Imnd 
of the utKtisurch they miond to ( tke. 

Uhon 1 conSidir the \ast utility of thi* my un- 
dertaking, I cannot be top that kful for the abthtir ^ 
{ am bichsed with for pair} mg it Oil to the univi isal 
sitidict on of all parties M> hthmmity is, 1 con- 
ii'is, a little hurt, by reflecting that while 1 aut 
thub miking attamopoly of politics and slander f 
am doing an ii^ury to tWse or my brotbef authors, 
who have lung lived by dealing out then occa^unml 
]>ortions of those commOditn ^ Hut 1 am comfort- 
ed upon H cond thoughts, that as this papr r is pub- 
lished once a Week, they wdl have contmurd op- 
]>ortumtu.s of enriching their own larger coTiiposi- 
tton^ with the most shining )>artn of it, and this they 
shall have ftec leave to do, provided that they add 
1)0 conjectures of their own, or pretend to doubt 
the fauptrioiity of my abilities, whereby disputes mav 
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be raised vpoD any of thr^e £acU which 1 hh.ill 
think proper to advance* 11ie saioc indul^ft u< o is 
hereby plivcti to a)l writers or ei nipilorf of countiy 
ncw»-paperi in Britain and Ireland ; for us I 
have only U»e good of my < ountry at heart, J am 
desiroua of extending these mylubonu totheri.- 
inorest parts of hts Majesty*s domimons* I &hu}] 
also have this farther s9Usfsction> tba< the gentiai 
complaint of the country's being deserted oT inlia* 
bitants eveiy wioicr may ceaj»e; as l>v means of 
tliis circulation every private gentleman may reside 
eoaBtantiy at his scat, and every cicigyinan at his 
living, without being obliged once a vear to pay a 
visit to London, in order to study politicSi and in*** 
struct the administration. 

But a much greater advantage tiiau any yet men-^ 
tiouedi remains still to be told. 'J'ho circulation of 
this paper will not bo oaDfined to (ireat Britain and 
Ireland; it will doubtless be demanded in ail the 
c'ourts, cities and large towns of Europe i by which 
means our cnemios on the coutiucut, finding the 
superiority of our wisdom, and knowing by w hoia 
our counsellors are coi^isolled, will suu to us for 
]>eacc upon our own terms* In the mean time, as we 
mo entering into a war not of onr own seeking, but 
merely in defeiicc of our commerce, and for tlic 
prntcaion and support of our tiittfeubted l ights, 1 
slui) direct the auunnlHiration lioV to raUe such 
su|mlies, as may enable Uh to carry it on with vigour 
otidT success; and ihiN I hope to efivet to evtiy 
body’s satisfajctioi), which 1 humbly upprtheut), ha^ 
not always been tlm case. » 

am well aware that there are certain saperfu ml 
fmsons kit the wwhl, who may fa icy that the\ ha\c 
net dUcovt red in^ my writings huherto, thm ni.ir* 
V('lloni» abilities, to which I am now laying Li ilnu 
To all such I ;»hid! onlyiptswery let the event deudev 
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for 1 Imve al^rajs thought it beneath me to boaat of 
talenis su{>eriorto oilier men, till <tfie tiece«filf of 
the timea cam|>els me to produce them* Tnone 
who know me> wit! any of me whet Modestjr forbitU 
I ahouhl say of myt^eli: indeed it has been owing to 
a very uneunnuon degree of that sheepish 4{uaiit >. 
that I have not let my readers into many secrets oi‘ 
inyselfy that would have ama/ed and confounikd 
them^ 

I have uiulortakou politic^» and .Candor ot ilie same 
time, from a constant ohservattoii that tliere is a 
certain conne>ci(>n between those hcieuccb^ which it 
is difficult to ba^ak through. Hut 1 intend to vary 
from the common method, and shall sometimos 
write politics without abuse, luid abuse wirhouf [>o< 
iitics. It may be feared, pi rbaus, tli.ii a*. I have 
hitherto received no reward for Im* great candour 
with winch 1 have treated adniim ttration during 
the course of ibis paper, I may inclino to diicct 
wrong measures out of pdre spite j hut 1 cun assure^ 
tny readers that such fears are 'Groundless; 1 have 
nothing at licart but the public good, and aluil) 
pose no measures but such as are nost fipp.uentiy 
conducive to tho honour and glOry o( my native 
country. In tmtfitig of tiieso measures, 1 blinil 
build nothing upon bynofhesis, but v^iil go maflic* 
niutically to ofw udut^ every thing to ‘dc- 

monstratiDn* m imtance, if the war is only to bo 
a naval one, I would instruct our minhter (as a 
certain ingenious painter is said to draw) by the tri* 
angle. As thus: The end of the war is an odvan- 
tageous peace. *Now' .hu{^h' any triangle, ( quiln* 
leral or othcrwi*f, where A i^hall siguiiy the Kngliah 
ficLt, H the French Heat, and Ctbe nlmvc nca^; 
the bolulioii then will be no more than Hus; {a,lhc 
fleet A take the fleet B, and you produce thepj^^o 
C. I'lic same ffolution will do in a land war, wheie 
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wbtre A 0ttd U may stand fo* annifs in^.f tad of 
fiwtE. ^ 

Having now sufTictHitiy explained upon 

tni<t important occasion, 1 ^1 ail tike tiuo oi luv 
leaders till m*\t TIiur*da}, iit >\huli tin t, unit s f 
•hould sec iiM on to tlu tOil tn\, 1 Iiali pn^nl 
llitna with a p ip< r oillir <1 -i t n3 jl oi poulu^t 
shall bo to all thur sati^i a nous. 


N hiil TlIl-liSDA^, Al tiivr i28, 1755. 

I Hwn judged Jt proper to po'^tjmno politics to 
nnotiicr week, that I maj obfigo nj\ i< adirs with a 
piece of senndal, or whatever else tiny may please 
to call it, which husbui just tran^pin d. and tthich 
will quickly engage the coiuciMtion ol all the 
Inst families in town and counit}. Hio^c who 
are unacquainted with the parties concerned, 
will 1 hope excuse me for publishing only the 
initial letters of their nemes, or sometiuxes no 
letti rs at eil ; tbdr h«^ rank, and the hnnourahle 
othccs they betr» demanding from me a httle more 
complaisance than t may probably iihow to meaner 
pi 1 sons. At the same time 1 should be soriy to 
lM\i. It thought, that my tendernt^s upon this oc- 
casion aiuse from any sclBidi considerations of the 
consciences that might ensue ; the swoi d of a man 
of qumity is no Inngei than that of nnutber man, 
nor, for any ibiug I have oln^crved, is he a jot more 
dextrous at drawing a trigger. My model ation 
proceeds from the great respect wliich is ffoiu 
persons itt hcimbia situafioni to men of high and 
nlustrimis birdi I though at the same tune I rnubt 
take the liberty of declaring^ that one oi two sio- 
liesmoiepf the ^oie nature with what I am now 
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t;oin» to roUtc, vrill entirely cancil mvrocftrdii and 
me to treat thern with the freedom of atl 

l.MTy Iiod^ kno^^s, at lea^it every body in geiiti'ol 
hti, that llu* mail h hi tv*c n lord ^ and mi'js (i— 
was {ihonf by the old cailj and the young 

tail) s aunt , at wliosi house niy lord untoitunftfMy 
saw’, ami hM dcfrperatoly in love with mis» 
who was a distant rtlatiou of the mint, and wlio 
Itappiucd to be there upon a vim at the time ot 
his lardfeh'p & courtship to tin niti i'. I'lie cbaracU r 

of miss L is too notoio>us to require a place 

in this narratnc, thougli i must do her the jnslicc 
to own, that I believe every art to undo a womau 
was prnctibcd upon her, Ih’forc tho was prevailed 
upon to giv(^ up her honour to a nian, whom ^hc 
knew to be the de&tined husband of her most inti* 
mate ftictuL 

Those who knew of the affair betwoon my lord 
and miss L— endeavoured by every poiiMblo 
method to dissuade mias C«— * from the nialcb ; 
and indeed if that unfortooate young lady had not 
preferred a title to happiDesa, she bad treated his 
lorthihip as he deservea, from a thorough convn - 
tlou that he hail already bestowed his affoctiona 
upon miss L-—— . But a union of hearts is by no 
means necessary the marnages of the gi cat. My 
lord and the oUl earl saw a thousand charins in nnss 
G — large fortune; and the young lady and her 
aunt saw every Uiing m a title that « ouid be wished 
lor in the married state* The ceremony was per* 
formed ^oon after^at the earl s house ; ami tlie young 
coup!*', though pCrfeitty indifluent to each Offaeri 
conducted themselves SO prudently in ail co^apa* 
nies» that tliuftC who did nOt know them ifitimately^ 
believed to be very happy people. 

The old earl dying soon after, my lord age^eedgd 
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to the!* aod titlo ot * ♦ and Hvrd with his 
kdy m 41 the niaguiBcence and splendor vkhich hi^ 
targe hicome could uflbrd. His lordshij> had a cor- 

'ideruble mortgage on the estate ot Sir O 

and it Was under pretence of •»cttiing somr 
with that gentleman, at hin brother’^ seat near 
St. Alban’s, that he set out the beginning ot* this 
tnonth upon the expedition nhich has unhappily 
Turned out so iatal to his peace. Colonel 
gentleman too well kuo*va for his gallantries among 
tin* laches to need tlio initial Ittteis oC his name, 
ua^s to be of his lordbhip*s pat ty . and though my 
lord hod two sets of horses of Ins own, yet for cer- 
tain reasons, \ihich may hereafter be guessed at, he 
hired a coach and si\ at Tubh^i’s ^he 

Tuesday for St. AllnnV, with iiuentiou, as was given 
out, to return on the Thuisda\ following. 

1 should have infomiodni} tVaders, that lads * * • 
and the young vi:tcouutc«s — , ^vho was said to 
liiiv<« u t(Hdre for the coiotud, wore to meet them in 
tik* MbCouutcsb's coach at Barnci, on their return 
iiome, and that they were all to dine together at the 
(iiecii Man. It was said, f know, that doctor » ♦ % 
i\!io is a man ol family^ was of ihe lady’s party s he 
bad boon an intiniattf acquaintance, and i^ome say a 
lovci of inib4> (5— — , before her marriage with lord 
The doctor is a itiau much more famous for 
)ii& wit aud addioss than his practice ; and is thought 
to be t)ic author of a kite extraordinary perfonu- 
eace, which hours or celebrated, in my humble opi^ 
iiion, rcHects niou* lioitour on his invontiun, than 
cither un his know lodge m politics, or hib clmriicttT 
us a moral man. Ihtr 1 will aspld circumstances, 
and be as short a$ 1 can. 

Doctor though he lives at Su Jansca's end of 
liio town, had been soveial times m that week at 
Batsog’s and Child's coffeedtousosi and had drank 
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chacolate iritb Sir E* 11—*- the very''rhiit®8^ 

that lt)rd ^ • an*! tho coU»i»eI were to 

St. Alban’s to nifctt hul^ and the vi»eouhtealSr^ 

tiu* (ireen Man at Barnet. Many people are' 

that the thjttor was not of the party, but that^ 
hu lecelvcd his intelligence from one HV*y who had ' 
formerly been a steward of lord But H — jr 

dentes the fact, and lays the whole mischkrun liKly' 
•» Hfr woman, who it seams liad been hoas<3keeper 
lo the doctor, when lie lived in rlic Si|itai:at There > 
are strange reports of the doctor and tins' ^oinun ; 
hut whether she or II — y was the coiitrircr,^id‘ this 
villainy, will appear hereafter. 11 — y h a uiyin of (i 
ver^ ifidiflerent character, and { I am not nlVoid of 
saying it) CHpable of undertaking; any mitvC'hief 
whatsoever. 

Lady and tlie viscountess, according to a^rcc-*- 
nicnt, set out on 'fliursday at ono o'clock fer Bar- !■ 
net, atul came to the Green Matt, which was the , 
place appointed fur dining. My lord and the co- 
lonel not being arrived, the vrscountes« u irolliolcd 
that she had an arquaititonco in tho nrigldniufftood, 
at about two miles distance, whom dit’ r r<qM#sed vi* 
shinW in a post-chaUe, mulct pretence af'^avmg iu,*r 
owniiorses. As this acqujantHnee oT rfu; v;v.con;Uc.'"S 
a^strsngcr to lady ***, her ladyiihip dcihin'd 
going with her Frieivd^^and agreed tf> 
with a book of novels till her re? urn, ol' till the ar- 
riral of my liwd anil the colonci, which^wss every 
moment expected. ITio vi^tcountc^«s st<'pjk'd;tmmedi- , . 
fttely into the post cliaise; and ooon after, as lady 
# «' was iookmg ojit of the window^ of the ian^ »ho:'V 
saw a coach amf tqx ilrivc by very liastily towards 
iKindon ; anil the landlord declares that he saw ' 
lord « and the colonel, ami two in the 

coach, mufted up In cloaks. 1 fo also dedhtes^iliat ' 
kdy ♦ ^ callt^d din three thats for the 

vo-uxxviu. ' 
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%iop^ but that no one answered, and the coachman 
(frove out of fcighf in a few minute*;. 

^ J should have taken notice before, tlut as soon 
at the viscounU'FS was gone upon her \ j^it, lady 
• ♦ ^ was sitting at th^ w’lndow next the road, the 
captain in ouuitcrs took gicat notice of her, ant! 
said to the cliatnhemiaid, in her 1ad}bhip's liearing, 
that he would gi\e up a wlioh^ ytai s pay to [>iiss 
the eftenuum with 80 tine a crcMtuiL . opCii winch 
lady * * ♦ frowni'Hl upon him very soti rt ly, and be- 
gun a Mart ron\C)8ation with him on Ins boldness 
and presumptinn. 

The visruuntess, to the great snrpri-^coflady 
did not return till near mx in the evenings and 
seemed to gi eut confusiott while slie endeavored to 
apologise for her ahsenee. But as l.ulj * e ♦ waa 
convinced that her lord was in the eoacli that drove 


fo hastily towards London, she dceluied positively 
that she would not stir a htep from tlic inn till here- 
turned to fetch her: and insisted on the vifcouatesi's 
going immediately to infotm him of her resolution. 
The vtscountisHs accordingly sot out ; and the captain 
was wn going up stairs soon after. But whether 
lord Tcturned that night, or whether it was 
really his lordship s coach that passed is uiicer» 
lain; however, lady has been aoissing ever 
since : and yesterday a lady was found drowned in 
Ko.<amoiHi’s pond, who U suspected to be her; for 
.^MjCgh lady ^ was a thiu womao, and wore a 
d|Pjta gown that day, and the person taken out of 
ttm |jMi)d appeared to be fat, and was dressed in 
white ; yet it is Uiought that by lying a long time 
under water, the body may be very much swelled, 
and the colours of the linen entirely discharged* 
One thing is certain, that lord***» is like a man 
dtstrade^ the doctor, the stca’ar(|| and my ]ady\ 
womaft^ are taken into custody ; aihd the colonel 
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and the viscountess arc ded nobody knows will- 
tlicr. 

I shall leave my readers to make their own com- 
inctUs on this unhappy adair; wliich 1 have brought 
into as short a coiii{>asH us I wUvS ablen with trudi^ 
and perspicuity, i am sensible that where nainrs 
occur so and those only marked will) uste^ 

risks or initial letters, it is a very difficult maj;ier to 
avoid confusion : and indeed f bard^^o 

thou^t myself perfectly clear, if I 
lYiunumtcd niy narrative to a country acqidlintunca 
of totally ignorant of the whole af- 

faitj wwlms pleased to assure iue» that never 
nwt With any thing so plain andihtofliglblcr " I have 
b(^n/thc more circunutantiiiiiittpon this i^pasiotv 
from a desire of ptpiniing out the most perspicooua 
manner the leading steps cC fatal catastrophe : 
for I am not s«uii»Hed with enieflaining my readers 
with the frailties and misfortuhes'id* persons of. aunt*, 
litr, unless I can worn tliem by fclu^r cxample^aga^M 
fddipg into the like errors. 


^ N*140. THUIlSmY, SEPT. 4, 1765 : 

The report of Um^iufig of Fmeo^s lately 

forbidden the ooffiejarbouses at Parts take m an/ 
English news-papeirs, was no more thaii t expect#a» ^ 
after having in the Would of hist Thursday waa. 
se’n night, so phunly and openly declared my ta« 
tentions of making all men politicians. But though 
hts most cl)rtstiaa majesty has thought proper to 
keep his subiecis in the dark as to the sdcuce of pD« 
iitics^ yet I hearwitb pleasure, that hireo^hml^^ 
in ihis^ city are buying up large uumbers 
my lucutotYtiauit, for the private perusal 
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nuWt^Kand lila ministers ami that a i-ouncil i» or- 
tiwd ta Woiul the reading of them as ?oon as they 
arrive. Bwt for very reasons I have thought 
proper to change my ^ifctionij, and not meddle witii 
matters ol‘ Mate; at least for the present. Indeed, 
to confess the truths 1 have Ijiidy received fuU con- 
viction that, great as my knowledge is ip politics, 
there are those at the head of aflahra, that know to 
tlte much as m>«df. JSuccess i» not al\ra)6 
in "fiowt r ; hot It we are u;aUy to enter into a 
war with iuance, I have the pleasure of assuring tlie 
couimup people of England, that they may dc&nd 
upon its b<?mg as w cU conducted, as ifUiey Iw^thc 
entire management of it in thelr.'dw»i or 
even if I niy^cUVaa to preside at all their 
for settling plans and Operations. 

This anil other rcaiittns have inclined roe for tlic 
present to lay aside politics and to go ou in the 
old way, im*iuiihg:!>eafts instead of heads, or fur- 
mahiugsuch ammements as may fix; tl\e attentioft 
of the i^e, or divert the schemes of the vidouSr for 
at least fivc.uMOUles every week. Of this kind W 
the followiiy little . piece, winch 1 received BOmcf 
iiiiie:iiince &om a very ingenious correspohdenti 
who Ojaihlea it. > >. 

A MiE:ptTA.xios among the B^oks. 

From ev#y/thhig in halure a wbe roan may de- 
rive matter of roediutioo., In ihoditatious various 
audmrs .J^ave exercised their gciviviH, or tortur^yd 
their fancy. ' An author who meant to he serious, 
has meditated on the of'wfiivhg ; an author 

who never nu ant to be serious, ha^ nfedttuted on u 
: let me also meditate ; and a lihmrt/ nf 
looks ahull be the subject of my mediutiuns. 

Before my eyes m alniost iunumerabje amhitude 
of aud^hrs arc ranged ; different m their o^anions, 
itt- their bulk and apfjcarauCC ; m what light 
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shall I y\ew thb great a$S4'n)b!y ? Shall 1 caiii»t<i^it 
as an ancient legion, drawn out in goodly array 
umiei ht comnuinders ? or aa a modern regiment of 
« ritcrh, where the* common man have bct n foi eed 
by want, oi seduced through wickedness into the 
MTvice^ fttuU where the leaders owe their advance* 
nient rather to caprice, ptrty-favaur, and the pur- 
tmiity of friduhs, tium to ma^it or service i 
Shall I consider yc, O yc books I as a herd of 
courtiers or i^trumiiet*, who proft^s to be aubacr* 
vicnt to my use, and yet seek Only your owtt ad* 
vantage? No, lot tne consider tills room as the 
great clmmel-bousc of htiman reason, where dark* 
neaa md corruption dwell; or^ as a certain poet 
expresses himself, 

tVkt'n* hot and fo/rf, and twd and dry, 

Am^ h^ef^ and broth^ and applc^p^v 
Most s(ovt )th/ (mm tic. 

Who are tlu'>, whose unadorned raiment be* 
speaks their inn aid simplicity ? They arc ienv bools f 
and ronmeatai xVr on statutes. These ni i ads 
^ parfiament^ wdiorn all men must obey, and yoi 
few only can purchase. Like the SrnrKJt: of an- 
tiquity, they speak in lenignias, and yet tlevotir the 
uniiappy wretches who comprehend them not. 

'TIicm* nrr cimmcfUuneif on slatuies ; it>r tlie pr 
fusing of them, the longest life of mail would prt>ve 
msurtieient : for the undei^tandiug of them, tlie ut* 
mo^t ingenuity of man w-oold not avail. 

i ruci is tlio dilemma between the necessity and 
rhe iinpo^sibilitvsof understanding ; yet arc we not 
left utterly destitute of relief. Behold for our 
comfort, an abralnnent of htvo and ci^Uity ' It con** 
sists not of many volumes; it cKtuul'i only to 
twenty-two folios ; yet as a few ihin' cakes may 
< ontaui tbe whole nutritive subbtauce of a stalled 
rS 
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oXt so tmgr (*otn{Andium (onitUQ tite eMential 
gravv of w^ny a leport ajf^d adjudged case. 

I be aagoa of tbo levr ricomuKod abridge 
tiKnt to our pi*iu9aL Let us ivub all Umuktuiov^s 
of htait ucKwe tbeir (CmiustI Much are no ho* 
hoUkn to |>h'\sicinn94 who ool) pteaenbe tbo bark 
oi the (lutntjuinn, whiu tlie) n»gl»t oblige tbeir pa 
Uonlatoawail tb uhoK tut. 

l^rott) thi M \«! i <. I turn ni\ i)i on a d* p- 

cmbulioil n oman^ uui foiuudabk « they 

ate Ci^ntniwmai dmn* \ , so ttu norjd ugr i d to 
r<itn tltent. How arb«ti u\ ik languap^i > arul heir 
doi,f< tbs cui^tom (d m«vTil ui! pun uottK^ that Uitaon 
kWti put A'^uudn * rhu^ \u oii > in ir oj heli-hre 
cold, of divdidi h tulsorm at d tlie hkc: AOd thos 
to‘?/ 0 I ml/// / { In b#on k ucMto^ 

Dust c/iDli nctsi 1 liinu s ha\c d. ua^ I 
)uk oi Itie into a t^t indaul oi disputatum llux 
ha\e cmpio\id tin ' mph of the \i(*si llf< t ^ t 
iennog*Kb / ‘ *^ht ^ ubUt L\eui%cs au* t ailv 
c\bd»Ud <1(1 \ iton suv^s only to excite 

ntw lUiUu tlu hi iuaii s uiteicwich Ui 

who lit stowed }( luioa on lu ii Liial I id hi nett 
On have I liionu) is Ltl h >nth vanoi %y n laitt out> 
worL*t, wluth ai iiios ol uarnor^ c.^ii wuh dii^u iilt\ 
doit mi, 

Iho next uv order to ib »i no tm rf doubt it»' 
antu^onktvi t ( oonnoon MUNt iho ^tntlnntJ vlut 
iloi 9 t up the ctnmiioi Jn^nwav to loi m, md v<t 
open no lit i i *<l lui jn^uo*k hmin; oioasuo 
to luuD ti at wa, Die viijtrr'. oi this tiibo pat- 
riot , hut in \Ui b • <11 \ nunml notbin<« 
imuu L t ri.t leviuw t* tm Micy «;tand ari'inp-* d 
Ibti i u i jU kti ifi ojuioi V, who have i odnv min d 
to coniound the ldtti^ oi nsflit and vvioog^ to tin 
ini^'pc ikabli comiort ot InghnavoMsa ami ^tniv- 
“[obbtite Ihcww arc impi un u/^ir IrtUhf who m u i 
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ilrign to irngtorr the* aid of knowicilge in tfieir r<iw 
scarclu's, The^ a\q ^l»o bbaur e&r«<iit)y 

to ai^iu' fhflfmst’lvcsi out of their oin6 exi$tctu'o\ 
lien 111 membling tliut cixoioe npirit, who oiuhiit- 
vouied 90 uiUuUy lo pick hw dhu ooeket as uot to 
be (lotiT^ed by hiiuseU^ I^ftt of cul, arc the com* 
po'-om of rhapbifitks. ffa^mnh, aiul (itrftogc to 

\nn(ist tlus ,intn of anfi-aurijiK, I liiacesn a vo- 
Itinu ofpi (Mihiii it* inia^ie 

th( lint) '^a'ulims'. nt it<i habir, make it luar 0 pci* 
f'Mi iei»ciul)i .nee oi a duayed pHUhnmn. ibe 
^nvbht'it moiHintotf oi'iumtalitv was brougitl Ibiitb 
lu the r<i|rn ui ( hjihs llu hccoiui ; it wub the daur* ' 
' iHT UK? oniv chilli ot .1 mau oC ({uahtyv Hoir did 
lu jMHiit i-MiltaHtb hiitht How many Haiti reia " 

( ^ • iImI u hiM/tid till II own offbpntig, aiui urged 
Its rr< iluhms lather to dhpla\ excHiencicv to 
the whole uurliP riuiiiiiil by Iheir aolicitationi^ 
ilie t<ither anayed hta child m acarlct and gold* 
^ubiuHted it to the public i}t\ and i ailed it. 

A//./ ptn^H ij hmoiiT. ^VhIi^* he lived bis booby 
ofliipriniT waa Heated with tlie cold respect due to 
the noiv and foiitim* oi* its parent; but when death 
b 1 1 lor kod up bii Ivitohcn, and earned oft' the keys 
OI lu'v ctltai, thi poor ihdd was abandoned to the 
puidi , it was kiikrd from stall tastallt like t /Jes- 
pu^titute; and after vaiioub calamities, wa*. 

M voui il out ot the haitdh oi a sender of Scou Knuft* 
.ind i\ pkiLiii as a pciibiontr m tiic band oi free* 
tiunki IS. 

Thou first, tfio'j j,rt itcst sue of the human mind, 
\mbiUon ^ all thcM* uutfiois were ongindlly thy \o- 
tcMTt s ' 'j hej promised to themboUi ^ a trtmc motu 
duiahlo than tlic calf«bkin tb&t covered their works 
tin ualtskio (as the dcaltr speaks) is m excellent; 
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conditioo» while the books themselves remain thr 
prey of fhst silent criUe ihe worm. 

Complete cooks nod '"cihovey sneers; bodies o€ 
school divioii^ lisssmy Ibutnb ; HtUe story* 
books, systems of phit(MKji|^y, end toemoirs of ^o- 
men of plc^esure$ for the Ihrea ef pl(i}ers 

and prime ministersi are all consigned to one com- 
l|KM|k«bIM0l]4 r 

One boob Indeed iltere is, nlnch pretends to 
little reputation, and by a strange felicity obtains 
whatever it demands. To be useful tot some 
months only is the whole of its ambition ; and 
wough every day that pnvses confessedly diminihluK 
its utility, yet it is sought for and purchased b} all : 
audh Is the deserved and unenvied character of 
that exccHcnt treatise of practical astronooiy, the 
AUf ATTACK, 


NM41. THURSDAY, SEPT. 11, 17JS. 


Tita following letter was mislaid, which Is the 
msou of in not having appeared t^ier m this pa* 
per. IGha mteuia perhaps is lest pardonable than 
the ftoll; bWI H la the enty one 1 can n^ake with 
tg^ ; aM I hope tlie author will receiva it with 

To Mr. FtTZ'ADAM. , 

Sir; 

If ever you Mkft the trodUe tf looking into any 
of the pi^liepapettberidet your oim, you cannot 
helo observite the many curiouaex|wrieMBtti which 
jj^Mte yearf neve been made tbrougH ^ of 
(me in rumtingf ridbigt aNvutg, 
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and various other useful 
irts, b) poijUMis of Ail funks and fortunes. 

I din wlinpr to give credit to these extraordukSry 
actii('ven>etits» though mij^ of I uivn, far 
exceed the bounds of pgpsiMtHjtt beeau<o of (he 
hf>]K>ur they dote our ag^ 4m couiury: and tt m 
not nithout high indignalm jmioit tlie ingrati- 
tudi of the present times, thSI I nave bet^n httoerte 
<u»}|)pomtea itt my evpeototions gf seeing paUio 
Iionuuri. and renaMU bestowed on 
personages, a ho by such esepeiimonis havesIkOWn 
us H'has great Uungi powers ot nature are qfjpo- 
hie of, ulien preperl) directed. Newton "Wgf 
kuji^hted, and both ho ami Mr. Locke hud tef]^ 
ioiiMdoiablo placit. undti the goverimiont ; auIT 
yet mighty mattcu did thcbu plnlosopiicis d9»^^ 
tn coinpoifMm of our new expenmcnt-inahtes r 
Mic^ coiR^uted ilnuibdves with iookuMc tuto die 
laus of itatuie, <inil uetil iu> faither. The sated 
ordifb idoab just as it used te do, before the 
Ilssai^ on Me hum^H uf<da A/aa^?ag had tmiiished from 
the world the doctrine of tnmfe princffite$ and sa4- 
Maniiat fijftus: lind New ton alW be had detnohsh-* 
cd the vortices of Di*scartos, Ivfl tlm pianeta |usfc as 
he found them. They havo rolled round dte sun 
precibcly in the same ttme, aad at the same dis- 
tance, before and since IiU dtbcovertcs* IM ^ 
w«iindcr*iirorkcr$ bate ibund the seofS^ j^MMtro!- 
Mag ^(he Igwa of nathrtt aasl'ltere hiteWy accent* 
phshod what ift the war^s of Bcdlain* ao4 the tabo- 
ratoiub of I^*g*uU, it would have been thought^ 
mad nobs to atl^ipt. « 

I am sensible it may be obji ctinl to me. tbsg dtie 
thiugii I compure are totally ihdcrent : and indeed 
of tliese ijtedem chiefs in phdo*»opby, 1 hliould ra^ 
ther hate.lteMd my eyes ro the renowned heroes 
of anti^u!tj^ whose exploits have bep tlxe:^ltoint>* 
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tion of 60 many ages. Be it iO» We oun ilic re* 
semblanoe, and have no neason to be airaid of the 
cofnpar)i»on lor besldas that many of tltcsc ex- 

S ioita are looked upon aa fabulous, jf ic be conbi* 
ered that «ome of ttMian were only tfan eiSectb oi 
brute force, and that tllb merit of is to be 
4tvKl6d among mullltudest ^ho all badaehaiem 
ibeir production , no doubt can be made, on a fan 
eatlinate between the merit of ancient and modem 
wQinbiesy mytkoH side the balance nrill be foundto 
inm* r am no enemy to the fame of antiquity , 
but town It gru\e6 me, that when ancient exploitb 
have been cth^braied over and over by the clioicest 
poLts and historiunb, those of our own times, no less 
extraordinary, should he left to pass down to pos* 
ferity, on no better authority than the doubtful 
tcstimoi^ of a coratnon news*papcr 
Mr« Fnx*Adam, you profess yourself a citizen of 
Uie world, an e<|ual judge between all the children 
of our first parents, act up then to this cliatacrir, 
and do justici sufiir not exploits to drop into 
oblWioiit at which the Ci>maa»ia of Grcn i e and Italy 
would have stood aghast, which would ha\< bci.i 
honoufod with statuis and crowns of olive at 
Olympia , with a place m the Piytancuni at Atfu ns, 
and an ovation, if not a triumph, at Home. Suffer 
not ingratiiude to fix a stain upon our country, 
which It WQfddne^er be able to wipe off. 

I pretend udt lo enumerate, or even to bo sensi- 
ble of all the adTanfages with which tliese singular 
efibrts of genius will be attended, but in natural 
phfioadphy and religion tbmr uses <ire apparent at 
tba first glance. 

Experiments, it is now agreed on all bands, are 
(he only solid basis of maurat fcicnco* lu these 
Bacon and led the way, but tbdr Followers 

iiave enoblad them, they have trasiix&rved them 
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from hea\y nmUer^ to the very ^mntew&ncc of 
iheir boi 9 CS and themulveii. What beforij 
was only ill tor itclasc they have made 

tho amusomont and the blMiaeM of fine gentlemen. 

Andh6ralbegleivc% by the way, lopioposi a 
problem lo tbaloveifl of thaid noble aits, winch 1 
hope will not bo thought altogothor unworthy of 
tlutr atten^Qn. 

SupiKise a gen^Jenmn i$ able to dfiireii wh|wd»oaf‘» 
riage any given number of mti^l m ao fcbWt when the 
motion of hfs horses i» progre'^woe^ or accordujg to * 
the natuial courtie of their limbs ; hbw much tune 
ought be to be allowed to do it in when his horses 
mo\c retiogradc, or tails foremost. 

But to come to religion. These new experiments 
serve to show how little wo understand of the bounds 
of crcdihilit). Had such experimental beisn »ro- 
ptrly attended to^ a certain j^otlemaii that ihau be 
i)a»itlc<S| might have spared his ha^ty challenge 
to the (h fenders of the chiistian faith. Our brave 
youths mil soon make him acnsiblo of his ertor^ 
and turn tho edge of that formidable broad-sword ' 
of his upon liunseii) with which he has threatened 
to depopulate the Christian world. Will he any 
longer pretend to say, that no testimony can make 
a thing credible that is contrary to cxpeticnoei 
wlitn 1 defy him to match, in inc annals ol any 
age or country, the feats which ho is forced* to 
believe on the credit of a common newik|Miper i 

1 could run through alt the arts and sciences, and 
in each of them show the wondcrfttl advantage of 
these new experiments: but this is a task tbatde** 

St r\cs an abler hand : I tbevefoie propose, uhan hto 
majesty hliall have , incorporated the authors of 
them into a new Boy , winch I hope will 
be soon, that one of obT ^st eminent p^s be ap*> 
pointed, after ibe exampk of bishop Spijdy to write 
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tlu' liiMlory of the society * and another, jftoi the 
example ot 1 ontenelU> to make eulogies on «» pai- 
ticuUr tnciubeu. And I de&irc tiiat^ou will mi« 
mrduiUly look out fnr two such person^ among 
vour couispomientft, wlbtoh 1 should imagine can 
i>c no gieat ditficuHy to oik uho haa the lionoui to 
ntkon tn tiut number the prinib Mits of the age. 

your humble fen*avf*. 


Ml Ifr>4naM 

\\ Hiking the other day thiough tapping, to s( e 
tiu humours of the pUtc, I happened to cast my 
eves upon the amdons oi «in althuuHt, where 1 saw 
viiitten in Jngc capiuU, Homan Pl< r. 1 liad the 
cuno«>ity to ask oi i mm hIio uatking niai 
im I wlty It might not as Mill h i\e birn ( tlkd Hui* 
1 1 ri K ru , as Woaiss Ik m ' * (> sir s n I lu, 

the lindioid has had tvuntv tunes tin iuston 
^ emcehega\i bis lujuo) tha outhndish name ' I 
aOOti found that fu\ sagac ouv iniormcr w is i m hr 
of leather briuchcsy b) set 04 hurt cnici ml 
ininseli to m oik in t shop thi door ol \ hull 
nrasHritUn upon a hii of piper, II r juu ii \ 

1 IAN / ath(f htaih \ hulls sfld hoc ot tin \r vki r 
T i onfess 1 uas a httle suipii'*(d to' fmd tht I ibh « n 
of adininiig e\er) thing torti^n, had cvtc’akd it- 
self to so gn It i dist mce liom St Ihiius\ having 
tonceiyed ag opinion that lume hut out bituis at 
the polite end oi the tovin, were the dLvpt>»ris and 
diacourageim of our home manufactures. 

As I aee no solid reason tor this univcrsvldisldt 
to every thing that is bnghsht 1 should be glad of 
your egaeiuiienu on the subject, nhich mil greatly 
oblige Sir, 

yew Lonsfant /eacA/, and ad^mrer 

i U 
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I ‘Iiall forbear making any remarks upon llns 
letter^ that 1 may oblige a very wilt) io*w|u)h. 
dc‘iii, >\Iit>se lelur J leteivod a tew da^s ago, l>ythn 
gential j)o*t* Uuf I niq^ cmireat iho favour ol' thi*f 
gentlcmastf and of all otbera uho may tf> 

wiita to me in M> laeonica to cimoHo anotlu^f 
method of cdtiytij^uic^ for iear ibeir letters Khoidd 
i^okneiimes happen to miscarry* 

To Mr. I'iy/^Adam* 

Sir ; 

Pr,^^ be io kind to insert this in yoi<r next- 

Nv, rt 
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the pubficalioii of my rorrespondeot'a letter 
on the ’.ubiei't of noise, 1 have received the tirofo(«' 
lowing, wIikIi I sluiil lay before my readers for tlm 
t iiU i raintnent of tO’da\ , 

To Ml. kirz-Aoxw. 

Sir ; 

Your paper xiliieli treats ol the pa^Mon for umo, 
ha*- in one respect g.\en me some pleasure j the 
«b-t rv.itjnrH m it being j»ncli Rh I have often made 
mx^^eif. and the ndtcule intinded by them what 
man\ persons in the world ver) justly deaervo* At 
ihe '^uiiie tiinc •! could not help fi cling aomi un- 
casme^'s, on being led b) tho^e ob^crrationay to re- 
fit it scrioudy and dchberaft* * wpoa my oi^ wis- 
iorlMne>. ' 

Till 1 was about forty yeais o]d» I Imd lived a 
bachelor In London^ at wbicii timti luvmg 4C- 
vowxwiii. 5 
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J uircd a comfortable )biiune in the mercantile way* 
retired into the couftiry; and hoping to njm the 
re#t of my days ih peace| and to be happy in a so- 
cial companion, 1 tmotied t wife. She has alvtaya 
been, for any thifij; that 1 know to the contrary, 
what is caflod a vtrtooos woman : a nat^Ue one 1 
^am sure Ute ist bat though chastity and notablc- 
vtess may be very valuable qualities in a woman, 
yet if they are to be nursed and cberh»hed at the 
expense of meeknci*^, foibearanoe, and all the other 
virtues, in my humble opinion, she had better be 
without them. X cidled at your friend Dod**]ey s 
(he last tifuo I was in town, to look in Mr* John^ 
son's dictionary Ibr the meaning of the word nota- 
htf ; but oottld dad no such epithet opnlied to a 
wife. I wish with all my heart that ho bad given 
us a dehtdUon of that character, as also of a f*ood 
U'tman, which, according to some alehouse signs in 
the country, is a woman without a head. 

X have kmg been of opinion^ that as the princi* 
pal virtue of u man i» totfragr^ bo the niincipal vir- 
tue of a woman h uience: my w'lfe. inaml, is of a 
contnwy way of thinking, with regard to this fe* 
inale vtftUG : but till I mn stark deal, 1 shall never 
be prevailed upon to alter my opinion. Dumb 
creatures were aWays niy delight, and particularly 
a cat, the dumbest of all ; but my wife, wdio has a 
natur^ antipathy to that animal, has hung up a 
parrot tn my parlour, and filled my hen-yard and 
garden with maccaws and peacocks. 

Besides the domestic noises with which I am 
perpetually tormented, 1 am unfortunately situated 
near the church, and in the hearing of ten dismal 
^ bells, wbi^ oar parishioners have set up* in the 
^room bell, by which for many years 

'beforli; theproporgioUco for churdb^time, and other 
(Aocfaial mattmi had been usually g^?en« And 
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les^t the advantegeof the sound of these beJl^ sltould 
oei he lo^tt one of ouf irealihy yeomc n has bo«* 
nMcathrd by v^fll a considerable sum td money to 
tile ungen oi* the pasish> Ibr a ceitam number of 
peaU Bso otm tinrits a weeit for mi. Aboirt tbo 
time of this desirabia acquiutioUi^ the nt^w iweiliod 
of psahnody was introduced into our ohurch» by a 
act of feHows who call ihcmseives tha singers: so 
that our oood old tunes being rejected^ 1 am obliged 
toMtunabear ihetr terrible bailing and di^ord* 
h4\ mg neiree been taught to amg lu treble time^ or 
to hiul any thing soletun m the airs of a jigg» 

it happens alno that our parish it famoaa for de« 
lighting in what is coiled tvugk contfsiiog of 
jierformaticcs on cow-liot|is» sall*>boxa9; WOnntng- 
pansi sheep*bc!h» &c. iittomuxed wiiii bootiog^ hal* 
iiioing, and ail suits of hideous no»eib witli which 
(he young wags of tlie vlilsge serenade their neigh* 
hours on se^eiat occasions, particularly tiiose faita* 
lies, tn which (as thephrauMs) the grey mare ia tbo 
better horse. 

Yleing thuh accu<Uomed to noise in the day time* 
1 am frcijucntly awaked out of iny sleep (though m 
the tth^cm t oi my wife ) by dreaming ot them *« the 
night , so that in almost ail my hours ofoatiraiiieMt, 
in my •‘lumbers, and ecen m my di voddns, i aiA 
constantly tormented with noises, and Uioroughly 
coiivinci d that there is no peace for me but m tlie 
grave. 

This being my case, X arould advise you, Mr. 
F'itz^Adanm, by all possilde means, to dtscoeroge 
tills raging {vissiun for noise. If you are a mar* 
ried man, and hftso n noinbkt wire(wu^h Irom the 
fitcdom and! spirit with which yoa write, I fthoetd 
gui hs )*ou to be a bachelor) you wdl ne^ neither 
my example nor mtreatici. to aet ld>out this work 
IQ buber sadness* I am firmly persuaded t)»t if 
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\ on can put at) < nd to all unrca^^onable noi^cst y on 
Wifi tbc n Mccoukpfihh that tiKttverml reformation of 
Hontnnt nts and uianneriy for whtch your p iper « ts 
imfndtKl ihewomeaw^ be dibi. root end love! v» 
and the men rational oompamoiis tor Uieir tviyoa 
utid on« auudiLf* 

what I have hare aaul of mjraelft 1 dafre not 
let YOU know the Amt ajilablo ot my name, nr of 
the where 1 live, bat I detore nemtluksa 
to be lati’^nte.d ih your very ^ood fnend^ and. 
though unh)ioHrn» 

\^fur moif fitU\/ui ftutnUi, tertati 

P 1 forgot to teli you that I have three fine 
^*irK» whe^ tbeugh extemady wel} iiictined» arc 
whtpt en^etyhour m the day* and made loj^ertf 
•ny ear*« a iih th< ir cnes^ for nut htmgfWonun bt* 
timei and Ah a fabl^^Lh Uitii mimma It 
liad like to hav( ts< ipt d me too» Uhtt thougli my 
wik IS reckoned to have the bexif tit les of i#ny ao- 
I ivian in tin pjirish it ib Iht test ot tin whole 
^ ) ouiitonck upon Iitarma *ntv violent or unu^nal 
^ hi i^itniogi tiut Mrs. * ^ * is iu Itibour. 

Mr Fii V d\\i 

binding by ^ kiti, paper of yourit^ that yoti lu 
on udvoi ite for pt art and qiin tness, I am t m ou- 
rigi$di> thmufi a womart^ to makt knonnmyiaaoto 
ton. I havi been a sofleiei bv noivc ad my lifw 
kmg. \S% n I w^ Yoim^, I had a uudir» though 
not a iuck!\ tonstiUKioii and a at reckon^ by aU 
iny ai quainUiict^ a giri of a mdd and gtntio dtvpo* 
aitioti, uith abuniifance of goodniature. Hie U n* 
ptr ot mr imliotr was mgbftuDttrclv the tery nestrst. 
ol tame . and thimgb | was ready to obey the least 
notice of hk« wdk pit hts commaods were alwavs 
vix fr n in so load and harsh a tone ofYOtce^ that tlu y 
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tci I itied ntft hke I Imvc a tbousand timei 

licaittnl frcim t»f chtufi aad at(K>d null tny knoe» 
knocking together, umm hb baginutug to aiik me i 
common i|u«iitJon. Mv motbor, >.tie uhod to tell 
me, would ruin too by nor gentloiHms. Indeed 
was as iiKdttlg^t (ti me as 1 eodd and batdiy 
e%cr chid me tit her lifr» unleaa fbecod to it by me 
father, and to keep the peace of the fitmily, which 
on various other oct assons, was frc'(|uently ui danger 
ot bei 02 brokoin 

At the boat ding bcliool, which 1 ana sent to at 
the usnai age, I met with a governess who was iiasty 
and passionate: and as in her cooder hours she was 
frequently luaking eoticesuons to her acbolurh tor 
the imguarded ihmgs siio hod said in Iter imgeu she 
Ifv^t all her autliority ; so that having ut> one to feur, 
ami lu) good exiirnplc to lollow, we were noisv and 
quarifUonio all the day lonfr. ^ 

XfUr tins I had the iinluppincsiu< to be left git 
orphtui to the care of my jifothcr*^ hrodier, who 
was a wcttilh} pewtcirr m the c)i>. 1 li<» room wc 
In id tn was dirictly over the i^liop, from uhtnee 
my cars were pirpttuatty diinud wiili oi 

l.anitners, nnd ihe ciuttcriiij; ot pbi« s and diKhea. 
Our country -Ijou^c (where »r iisually passtd three 
or lour luoiitlis tviry suriifRei } was budt close to 
home iiou^tiidls, oi which my uncle was proprietor. 
During oUr stay at this house, I iitcil not tidl you, 
how 1 was tuniumted With the hornd and tiemen- 
dou5 noise whiedt proceedid Ironi thesr mills. 

At last J was frini to biuid nith a distant ttla* 
tton, who had bem captain of a mati of war, but ^ 
who tiaving Goarricd a rich widon, Itod given up his 
commission, and retired into the country Unfortu- 
natLly for poor me, the captatst still retained a pm- 
Mon for firiog a grpat gun . and had mwonted on a 
httle fonihcuUon that was thronti up against the* 
s S 
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of Ills liouso, olevcD Dine pounders^ which 
were ootti^tatiy diischarged ten or a dosen timea 
t>vor» Oit the arnvik) of ^Hiitorg, aiid on all holidays 
and rtjotdhg^. The noise oi thette catmon wa^ 
vnore t4rfible tome than all the reat« and would 
iMt rcnderadl my contiotdthee there mtoh rnhk, il 
A }Oong gentlomiinx a loUtloo of the captoin>, had 
not held me by the heart 'htnouH, md 1 by 

the most lender roa-islup in th work tht liorrorn 
of these hru)gi«« iashoit^ [ staui it (iu ci| tuifs till 
toy fhrtotie Vras m Oiy own \m\m i and llu n gasc it 
to a husbandii 

Hut Idas I Mi. 1 It/- ^d nil 1 anx wt hkd to no^c 
uui cooteAtion long «u I h^e Ttii^ u r,d( tofti ctl 
iovcis is the luo&t l>iaiuncal ot huibaioU The 
haminenog ol {>twter, the irou-oMlK and the can* 
non which so much dMi«i bed iiu, iirc but lulhujr 
sounds^ whett couipuud 10 the ragmg ol In )iu » 
whenever he thtuws hmisetl into out ot hi:> 1 uh ^ 
U It the study t>i my Ido to oblige and please Inm,, 
yet I <»ft* nd and disgust him by i%tj\ tlmi^ 1 do* 
^ it 1 am sihnt to his upbnitdmg*' 1 tu ^uiUn, il 1 
amwuTt though with the almost niihlnis% I om 
ekher insolent or impeiupent^ Uuiv uiin)i i do, 
Ml. lity-Adam, to Htdiim or bear with Inni ^ 
\\ liati vtr r was by nature^ 1 am at puscnt i»o hum- 
hic<h tint K lan submit te any tiling 1 have laid 
my iMsi InloiL you lor yout advitc , being mli 
convince ih by your speculations in gene rah tha^ 
you are a Warm advocate the though you 
sometimta tale ilia hber^ of lolling us our own* 
It IS not so mUtA at the crossness ol my hasband, 
ttb at the Iwidneia of hia aoicc, that 1 complain for 
1 could f^obout with jmpte kiud of patience to bo 
bcai» pmebedi scvatchafl pr any thing, &o that thq 
rdrum of my ear was not entlreSY in danger cf }>eing 
broken. If 1 was dmi^ I could dety the uu lo^t of 
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jbk malice; but nil that happ) tnnc arrival, I 
the ni(><it m^Ltahle of vromeif^ tlieugh mifch Mr, 
FiU- \itam*', 

AdmiffTf and tamUe ^ervanl. 


NM4J rnim^DAY. se?t* as, irss. 

I ot’CHi houtlv 1)6 lookm]^ wtUi gtaninde 
afid 14*81*^ t ) the ( i i < ntft or my being, ^ biivi** 
ing ioniuil mo oi t tli^positiuh (hit UiflllM oS 
(VLty piitt<VM«f anciittliii ihx&<Mtity at* 

tentmn to obiCCts ui cht iibilix^vK and jiy^ or ina* 
bleamc to look upon their coiitrancs a| I d€» un 
on a picture, wbieh acid torc< to ftie hphtr, 
atidbcautv to the HhoU, Witli thn haVpiof '<-> erf* 
amsta ituin 1 cao btholci thb luxury of iJbe tuoo^, 
eivtn,; loud aid ilolhmglo tht luiupry and the 
naked ixtcndtci^ our cotnmtrce, wul iMromotm^ 
anti euiOi, 1*4, iIj liberal art I lan look upon 
tin Itonorb oi \ u, gg pruduc4i^e nt tho hlin»mg!r 
aod tnjo\n c r t-' of peace, and upon rht im^eriea oi 
inaiikind ^ I ih I cminot /t.htvi, ^Mth a thinkful 
beau tl it on uwti lot bae been moM tavouiahic* 
rime I’j a m thar truly on jmal pcH^m, 

€ i!)cd the S|}U ill %^htcb n)ea<»oa me n me than a)- 
moiit aii> thii / I iiavo reici. The itasw^e ih thib 

the man$ vAOf utrfKinU 
Gtux er not emH f 

His dtff (he^takh thf ( arren^ 

Nai pttJSm pulPd 0^asHtt itdt * 

i/t , padmng naming nmdf 

S(L\f ummai»*d^ m^er rawd. 

And uhen hr can^i prettnf Jonl pky 
I jf 7/s of %hrJr(n/% 
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^ The lauftShg philosopher has aUays appeared to 
me a more eligible chacac^er Ibmi Uie weeping one ; 
hut %dtm % 4oarii eiNher to langh or cry at the 
fblhes of menkindt oa I hare publicly enlisted my- 
^tfif $n their setvict it becouies me to adinnnsur 
my power to relieve oi turt tlunu 
For this purport I shall here lav before m\ readers 
aome loose fiintaoo a subjeit, which will, I 
excite their atteutioiN and contribute tow inlh the 
expelling from die fu art, tho«c imltgnnnt and sulUn 
bum<mrS| which distroy the harmony of social 
life. 

li we vonko Obseivitums on human niturct either 
from what we fee) in oursclvts, or «tc in others, 
wo shall perceive that almost ail the untasmtsses 
of mankind owe then use to inuti\it> or ivDrmss 
of body or Sotnd \ fret ami bn^k ciri Vwum ot 
ihtt bi&Mt ia ab90luu}y nccis^al} ton aids the in- 
xttng ensmm ami good humotit and is the o ly 
imansot wearing ui Irom a itsilcss tram of idL* 
thoughts, which cannot 1 id to make u$ burtlieii 
Home to ourseKes, and dissatishcd wiUi all ibout 
us, 

Providence has therefore winly proudi d for tht 
generality of mankind, by compelling tJicm to use 
that labour uhicli not only procuKo ihim tlu nt • 
ccs&irks ot l^fe, but peace and heaitli, to tnjoy 
them with delight. Nayiarther, we hid how 
scntially neccssiry it ti thnt the greatiM pirt ot 
mankind ybould be obliged to earn Uieir bind by 
labouij, frbm tjiii liiuae that is almost umvci&ally 
made of l^hoie ridies winch exeunt nuti Irom it. 
b\en the adwaotlgea of the best education are go* 
joerally foimd to be iinfeftcient to keep us withm 
tiie limits of teaaoti pud mo^ratioo. How hard 
do the very best of men ^od H, to force upon them* 
^ adim tliat abslmcacc oe labouri which the nar- 
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To«iie^ of tbcir cirdfuniMtftnaes lioes oot jmtuo'd^^ 
ntoly c«n»jH*l them t« there rcftjW mf m u is 
vho l>> efl the 

made more bapj>jr rWfeoct wore^ 

UM^ul to ipaokift4f wTiat iiuiiWftt^lfp ife dwiy 

i>ce of s^uth inrvrtos tUb« » noting iH Itpintyt 
Aliepiog m hlods for ptie fvhaomkes a itase of 

the 4dvuniagC9 nhich rlidiee giveftlir^ unproiri 
ntOTif of lumaelfy or the happiMeai of Aiul 

how man) do we uKit ivith» nhi^ fhf 
the Ucfivinas of lift ^ au gtren up io pat^rtudi 
ea^ini ss oi mitul and to the grt aic«^t agooiee of bo* 
dil\ p^uii ^ 

M hoLVCi iKwiy ronsttkrK tine polot* will dtor 
rover that ruliv# are by no oioans oudi certam 
bleswgs a« the pooi tmagtne ttieiotobo! on tfie 
t atitrny, In will jfn rn i\e that the commutd btiour^ 
ami un|>i<>>uKnt<t of bfe are miuh beUer suited to 
tile 1 H^v of tnanktodi tban pn2t>pen(y uni aUun* 
i’aiKi wuultl bt without thtm. 

It WM a mtredbl wmttnce whirh tlie C’lU \ii>n 
pasHil on man for hia dmobi dunces ^|j/ o/ 

/ /aa vW/ thon tni huati ; for to tlu? punidi» 
ruLi i it^i it h( ^tauds mdehud fot htaltfs '(treugtis 
«ii d <di tin < njo^rm nts of lift • Though the hr^t 
I'aiudiM w \H foj tilted for hh fraongu yet by 
tlit piMd(\ liftluted for l)ut traribgic^juun, the 
earth i m idi into a purodl^ aguts in the bcaoUful 
htlu-' ai.d aaiUitis which we dadv see produced by 
the labour ut man. And itiou^h tlx ground w is 
pionounccd cursicd for liia dtaoindKnf yol »« that 
so ordcrejjl, lobe the dbitfly 

and almost solely, of tbo^e, who by or 

sloth, loHict It iipoA tbomsolvtiN 

Lven from the wants tM at mtmhiidb 

are the bands af uta^ soppoit^and aiKiiion dor 
iMd. Iba ne0feidii(!« dT 6acbi wluch no mjau <d' 
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bimdf can tuficiondy i«|»ply, compel him to f<m- 
trilHite toward tho bmrfit ot othcih; ami while he 
labwor^ oMy fbr his own advantage, he is promoting 
ihg aoiveroat good of all around him. 

; fl toe blewdog vhioh cv% ry one wiahos to 

enjoy ^tet the multitude ace i^o unreasonable, aa to 
deetre to purchase it at a cheaper rate than it to 
be nl^ined. Tlie cnntiniianco of it ih uti)\ to be 
scoured hy eseatoibO or labour. But the mi^turtune 
i», diat tuO poor arc too apt t4> overlook thitr own 
omoymentK, and to view wuh cnv\ the tan? and 
lUnucnce of their superiors, not considering that die 
usual atiendanta upon great toituntb aic anxiety 
and dtseise* 

If It he true, that those persons arc the happiest 
who haveilhe fowcbl wanth, the iidi man is more 
the object of coinpai^sion than i n\ \ . 1 1 ow i ver nio^ 
derate Ids inrlinaiion«i may be, the cu'*tom of the 
world lays him under the tu ei ssit\ ot hutig up to 
hiKioitunc. He must he surroiimh d a i«m it 
tram of servants; hit apixtiu must be paih d tvitli 
plenty and hia iTOaoo invaded In iiowds^ lit mu^i 
pvc up the pleasures and endearments ot domestic 
ble, to be tlie slave of part? and I action. Or ii tlie 
goodness of his heart shauld incbm* him to acts of 
humanity and benevolence, he will have frequently 
the 11)01 tibcation of seeing his chanties ill beMow- 
ed . and b) ins inability taieheve all, the constant 
one of making more enemies b) his retusaK^ than 
friends by lus benefactions, li we add to these 
con<udmtions a truth, whicli I believe lew persons 
will dihputc, namely, tliat the greatv«»t fortunes, by 
adding to the wants of the poflscssor», tisuaU) n n* 
der wan^ ibo Wmt necesAoua of men, we shall hnd 
grmitiiesi and bltppiness to be at a wide diatauoe 
from one If we carry our iuijUtneB sitll 

1^ MIgber, if We eaundiKe into the state of a kiog, and 



o\ eti i nthrone him« like Mr lb the iMrls of 
his peofilc; if the hfe • 'Arttker be « hte of eoie 
and anxiety, to l>e tim fiktber of it PMpt* ft pi^e- 
( nntictn e to be li<>noured» Imt bot iovted* 

I he happiiie^b of hfo h, f beW^^ (imrttSf to be 
found 111 tho«e ototicmst which iMSthet tottdty 
iccc men to labour^ nor abbolutel^*^ exftmpt tbetn 
from It. 10 llio parent of ditoutoludet nm« 

bn 10(1 of dihnppointtncnt> and iictict or ^beanc. 

i ^ 

I oiP conclude tlicse ieflertiona with tbb follow* 
mf/r (able . 

* LxBOtK, the ufhipriitg of V\ and the mo* 
thir of !(i M 111 and ( h\ed with 

h( r tn o d iui.httih in a litthi cottafpb by the aide of 
u lull M A HU It distance from town. They wore to* 
tai 1 > umuqu unud with the ^leah and had kept no 
be tit I cuiiip«in'v than the nei^hbourine villagers ; 
but liavui<> a <h Mre of seeing the world* they toi- 
siiok their coiii[>aiiicms and habitatton, and deter* 
miiuii In ir lui. li went soberly along the 

road uith Ilf \Liir on her right hand, who by the 
bpri^diiimcsa of ber eonvmntion, and vong^ of 
chr nfultit*-s and joy, softened the toils of the way , 
whit (oMj-MMir\j Willi smiling on the left, 
supporting the steps of btr mother* and by her 
perpetual good-tiumour, increasing the visauty oi 
iicr FisUr. 

In tiiiH manner they travelled over forests and 
tbiough towns and vdlages, till at last they arrived 
at the capita! of the kingdom* At their ttitraiice 
into the great city, the motfu^r conjured her daugh- 
ters never to lose sight of her , for it waa the will of 
Jupiter, she said, imt their separation rikotdd be 
attended wiih the utter nun of aH lltree« But 
HhALTif was of too gay a dispoaitiM to tegard tlpo 
counsels of Labour ; we suficfed herself to bo de- 
bauched by laraMPBRANCBi asid at last dkd in 
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cVrfiWbirih of DmASR. in the 

atl^nco of hi r lict'^clt up to tho tnttre- 

mentn of SiotH, «iod ncx^r it.ud of aftti , 
whilo LiiiuuHi, who could ha\e iio uijo^mont 
wftliout ho** douglitcrs, mrenl i \cry uhero lu dearth 
of tlK*m> till '‘he wto At l«*'t Mixed by L \ssiri,ui 
in lu r wny, and duil m ini!»< rj. 
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'I in fotlowoiir lotti i in of m> inti lostn ^ a n ittrn , 
tfial 1 Invo |»ut niy prmrii to no vuull inroiivc- 
nunco in tting it luuh ir i mi) uarnin^ 
fur lliH day's puldu atioi I* fb« ( onttoU ot it ate 
i;om\!ne^ I hirdlN Kihj » \ p I0^^hm(nt, whitli the 

inlliot of mkIj * irnplu i*cd luin tints nut tltstrvi\ 
'I luMmaVoulabl ini-t lus inai^i uul ut ‘^ufhutnt 
in tlituisclvi^ till hi !u in rVun to bt u , but when 
ikhamo and dn honour irt icUt I to povcrt\ and 
want, the lot t)f hit i ouK m bt indmid b> the 
couMcleiatiou that then is ilmd st«\ of letnbu- 
t.on, Id ttliith th( suileMO^s « f ih* innocent will he 
aburidanti) rccomwnsed, md ici iptvrii t kuirous be 
ifoaned with enduHh joys* 

fo fa - \0AM. 

iMn; 

It your hrrS'^t ha-, any fothng tor the distresses oi 
d mined i^tic and niotlur, I bcseith you to my 
most unh8};py stoiy a plit\ in vonr i i\i pijitr. It 
may possibly tome tnm enough *o pn wwt \ lMM- 
Irophc, whith uould tuld horror to nun, .ud dmc 
to utter distraction a | ooi helpless fiinuly, who 
s ha^^ more already ttiaa they are able t > 

* Ik.'i 
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I sum the wife of a very worthy offietT in the 
Army, by a train of unavoidable nmofortunea^ 
a 1 obhgetl to & 4 *ll hla commiasioO; and from a ' 
n\ iMvp rtihl plenty, has been Jong sinto te- 
duK< I to the utmost pcfiury and want. Oik ^on 
and a d juj^bter wen^ ooe only chttdrtn -—Alas ! that 
1 sitouiil live to say it! Uapj)}' wouid Jt have been 
ioi Us, if one of tliem had never het*n born 
ho) of a noble nature, nnd in Imppirr tinK 
1)1 tathci huught him a oommu>iuu m rhe aeirtice, 
uUic he h now a lioutenatit, and ^itiirtered in 
Soot>.>iid with his loginient. 0 { ho is dear ami 
dutitii) child, and Ims kept hts pt»ot purtmts from 
the extremity of want, hy tiie kind suppUev h hid t 
ho h'l^ fioni time to unit «^enl u« in oar luUfortuoeK 
sister was iti the eytv of a fond father and 
inoilni lovely to an c^xtume, Alas, Mr, Titr-* 
\doiii * fh<' wa,s too loviU. - Ihe invis f have wa- 
teicit lui dear face with iii\ tiarn^at the thought 
that h‘ I ti was too un (k and gentle for t»o tn* 
t'a-oni:; a loiai* Mic lived with us idl she wa*- 
lnrmil o< ieiutceti, at whidi time wc were prevail- 
ed 01) by a Intml to plait lier with A gentleman of 
iortime in the country (who liad Islflt buried his 
lady) to hi the romjMtfiun of hn daughter®, lh<* 
giiitloman *. charucler was too honourable, ami iJie 
oth I too .uh antageous, to suffc r us to hesitate long 
ahout partint^ with a chdd, whtim, dc.ii to us aK,Khc 
wa-, Hi Mcie not ahli to Mippoit. It is now a littio 
nuiiR tliaii two years »jnee our hepuralion ; and till 
wiihm a very few months, it was our happincbS and 
joy that wc lyid piovidtd for hci so fortunately* 
Mie lunl in tin esteem and friciubhip of the 
young ladu-^, who weie indeed very amiable per- 
sons, and such was tiiur father® ia.ifnmg indut« 
genee to ua, that he had advanced my liusboiid a 
turn of money upon his bond, to tree hits from 

v(»t* axvui. T 
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some small de6tS» wliicb throatimcd him hourly \«ith 
a flftol 

l>ut iionr «»lial1 1 tell you» sir, tlmt this seeming 
beiu'ihctor has been the cruellest of all euemica ! 
Tim enjoyment of out fortune began to be 
intrrrupCiNj, by heflriiig 'less freqiientlv from our 
daughter tfmn wc used to do ; and when a letter 
from her aitivcd» it was short and constrained, and 
aumetimes blotl^i as if with tears» tvhile it told lu 
of nothing that should occasion mj concern. It is 
nuw^ujp^mdsof two mootfsi since # 0 hate heard from 
her at all; and while wc were wondering at her tU 
lencOy we received a letter from the clirci.t of tfio 
young ladio$> which threw us into a perplexity^ 
which can ucitber be described nor imagined. It 
was directed to me, and contained these words: 

^ Mapam ; 

* For reaioiiH that you will too soon be acquatnl* 
cd with, 1 must desire tluit your daughter may be 
u sti anger to uur family. X daro nor indulge my 
pity for her os I would, lest it should lead tnc to 
think loo liardly of one, whom I um hound in duty 
to reverence and honour. ITie bearer bringi» }ou 
a tridc, with which I desire you will imniedtately 
hire a post-chaise and take away your daughter. 
My father U from home, and knows nothing of thi« 
letter , but assure yourself it is meant to serve you, 
and that 1 am, 

’ Mapam, 

‘ Year very Hneerr friend 

nnd ^uwdte servant/ 


Alarmed and terrified aa I was at this letter, X 
igiade no hesitation of complying with its contents. 
Ifflie bearer of it cidier could not, or would uot in- 
S 
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toxni me ot 4 liable that I fv anted to ki)o\r« My 
husband indieil )md a Utal guess at its meftnmg, 
and in a fury oi rage, instated on accimipBn}ing 
hie but at I rodly iio|>ed better things, mid 
tcrid myself that the ytmilg IsftKes wcie apprehon- 
Msc mameeo between tbetr lather oml iity 
1 soqihcd him ^tnto pattaoce> and sat out 

aldtu 

1 travelled all tdght; and eatty next mom- 
ji)g* MW mysell al die end of my joumey.<^>f nr * 
mu i nhve to lell I found my daudUkr in a aitu- 
at ton tin moat shocking tliat a IbtianjOtbitr could 
behold t Site had been ioduoed by her bcne&ctor, 
and wan visibl) nitli child. I Hill not detam 3’Oa 
ufth tlu ^'HOOnings and confusion ol the unhappy 
r< ttutc It ihm meetings nor with my oan dbtrae- 
ttoo at vvliat I and heard. In shorty I k imt 
fnmi the e[dc«>t <d the )oui)g ladies, tlmt ^hf lud 
k)iig Mi^pietid boine tmaananUibk lutnmu us bi- 
os ten hti faitur mdfii>guK and tint finding in 
hn litcrcd ^hap< and ejipt aiance t c onfirmation ol 
hi I toUspK ions, she had <|ve«tbncd her s«»vtrcl^ upon 
the t, and broupbt her to a full confession of 
bti guilt that farther, h«r infituited father vmh 
tlicn gone to town, to provide lod^Ogs for the op- 
prouiiiig nereSHt}, and that tuy poor deluded 
^ 11 1 hid loiiscnied to live nith hmi altci wards m 
{ ondon, in the chancier of a mistress 

I ULid not till }0Uj Mr, the honor 1 filt at this 
diHin.l tile 1 cWtSittlRce that I ri turned with my 
imhipp) child, With all the haste I was abk Nor 
is If needful tiiat I tfliOuld ul! you of the rjgc and 
lodtgnaluui of a food and di^tiacted fathei at our 
coaiirig home, i^ohtgipdy for us alt» ht xxa^ too 
violent m Ilia metloc^H, wbfc^t t suppose reached the 
car<^ of this ciueltest of meoi who eight duyt ago 
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caiuied him tP be arreimd upon bit bon(l> and hur^ 
rind to a pAop. 

But if th*»» FUz^Adasn, had been xhiA utmoat 
of my misery, craHaiiiiii^ 1 had bparid you tiu 
trouble of this idatlaa, imdbuiKdmy ((neflnat^ 
own bosoriK Alas * t have another concern, that is 
more maupportable to me then alt I have told you. 

^ My distracted huabaud b the anf^uUli ot hts soul, 
has wiiUon to my son, and given him ilte 100*4 ag- 
gravated detad dPhis daugbtei^e shame, and Iun own 
* bnprisooment ; conjuring him (as he baa cooic^ved 
to rne this morning) by the honour of a soldier, 
and by evoTy thmg he hoid* diui, to lose not a 
moment m doing juirtioe trilh hi!» sMurd upon tins 
destroyer ot hi*» family. Tbo b^tal letter wb<i 
J A^t week, lud has left me in the utmost horror at 
the thought of what nmy happen. I dicad caci\ 
fhuig from the mhnmand unpotuosu\ pi my soor 
whose notions of honour pnd Ju^ttco oe those ot a 
young solditr, uho« lu dcbince ot the lau, mil b<* 
fudge 111 hH own cause, mtd the axenger oi lojuriev* 
which heaven only sho^ imnish. 

I have written 10 him upon this oCcaMon in all 
the agony of a fof )4 motiioi’g distrossts. But O 
I have fatid Cbreboding^ that my letter mil arrive 
too late. What is this honpui , <iad what this jii«- 
tice that prompts men to acta of vtblenoo and blood, 
and iithci leaxes them ViotiniS to the law, or to 
their own iiiiwarraniabie radioesi? As forLtbly as I 
was able 111 this dlstiacttd tondfthtP^ 1 have set htsi 
dui y before him ; and have ebnrirea him, for his own < 
>oul s «<uike, and foi the sake or those ho most ten>^ 
di rl} lo\cs, not to bring ctteitrvuR 00 a famUy whose 
(hNUcNsei» alrtfliily pc» iHuir iruikiog them to tlie 
grave. ^ 

Tfie only i^moiering df comfort Uiat opens upon 
is tlus hope tlmt your publication of this letter 
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may «ain (he wretch, n^o bai (tndemo us. othi$ 
danger, und nn lino him to avoid it. Fear is gene- 
raiiy the compjniua of gtiilt, and may possibly be 
the means of pieserving to me the life of a sou, ai- 
ter «oise than death lias happeneil to a daughter. 

If )ou huive pity in 3 our nature^ J bog the ituiuc- 
(bat( pubbeation of this letter, which mil inhnitvJy 
oblige, 

«S I H, Yoidt f* reatfj/f iftsfresstd, 

hut most JhaJjjful humhtc Arr<*a/(r. 


N TUrilslUy, (KTOHIJI 9 , 17 .W. 

To Mr* Piix^Adam. 

I ♦ I'l unli great pleasure that I sec you frcqnc nth 
doing justice to tiio age you live in, and nOt lUuning 
iMtii thu \ulgar imd ilUnaturofl pnjudirr that tin 
pif nt iinrieR are worse tliao tfie pasU We un* c 
iMMiij bi.Ucr in cvetry respect than iwir fon^faUn is , 
and It is right we should be told spy to cnrouiagr 
III tiur prpgms towards the lummit of pcrfit- 
lum. 1 ctMiidgtvea thousand iosfances of th( vntues 
o\ (hL*'etun(^{ but hlipl! at present r«m tint tm self 
sfrith our, which 1 do not ttmemfer that vou hive 
hnhtvfo so mueb as fonebed upon, it IS tiu* cx- 
irtmc condiiuy and disinftrefclediiess of llu men, 
hi irt,nrs<»i love and mail lagc. 

1 nn a uoinan, Mr. hl|n-Adarn, and have Intcly 
cx|ur»(rKt‘d tin^ truth, fa 4 dijjree thut would 
btme upon mu fUr nitputation of fagrotitiidc, if I 
iicgkrtid to do Ihfci pubtie jwstict to the loo'll con- 
stant and generou*? of‘ all tovprs. 

It b now apsiards of a year since 1 received the 

T 1 
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adApeMes of this gentlenan. He is a man of for- 
tune OBt) fonuiy ; perfoctiy ngrtesble in hu penon ; 
VtiXXy tod engaging in Uth tnnvtMsotion ; with a 
heart the mo<;t teudor, and mannt'rs «lte most soft 
and unuablo tiwu can be Imagined. Such as I have 
described hnut you will not wond«^r tbut 1 gave him 
my whole luMrt^ and waitisl with die ntmofit tm- 
tu he uoiti^d to him fur ever. 

1 will mU give Inm a nterir ulmh he does not 
vrmU that of inteifdaig my happiness only, and ot 
raising inc to a rank w^bioh neither my person nor 
foitune gave me any p(e(en»ons to; an th^ con- 
trary I vitis }0uug and handsome, and in the opi- 
moo (d the wufkl, one whose aUiaiice could 
bring as ouioh honour into my lover’s (amBy^ as be 
could rtfiert on mine. Npr imUtd did I ever wirii 
that &era should bo any Mich ohii^ritton on tuher 
side; having generatiy ob)»€rvH) th.it tla monttqud 
nmtehes arc the moat productive of iiappincM. ihu 
i onl> mention this circueistaucu'v it may sci ve to 
du hoiuMir to hi^ behaviour tnnea*. 

Tim tune was now approaching, which was to 
malcr^ us insepamhly <me. what his sentiiKumta were 
upon the oocaitou, may be seen by dm ibilowing 
letter, wbidth aMdoi^ a Ibousaiid of the same kind, 
1 shall boro uimscribo. 

« It it as impossible ibr me to vise* and riOt write 
to my angel, as to be dovrn wad oat thmk of* her. £ 
am too happy* Pnqr use me giftde ill, that I may 
come to 8 fight state of leiod; for at piesent I can 
neithi^r eat not sleep; yet I am more good-humoured 
than all the world ; and then so rompasstonate, that 
1 pity every amn 1 Sue. My dearest lovts only me, 
aud all ocher men nvust be miscrablo. 1 vvcuuler 
that any bo^ canto^li. besides mvbelf: if it be .i 
maiij he makes me jwous; 1 fancy that be entei- 
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tains Iinpos of mj charmr; fot thdwcirld ImiMM 
tiling t>\w IQ It to male him cherrfiiL 

< Hnd now, my lite* I have dome with nil tnj 
doubt*. ; the i«no approaches^ that will cbango ibt^i 
into happmesB. i know ol noUimg (sidnoM and 
death eKCoptod^ that can pusHibl} prevent it. Our 
pleasures will be in so inurow a'i^^iiipass, that w 
^hail always be wtihm reac h ol them, 'i o oblige mid 
liL obliged) will be all we want , and bow sweet it is to 
ttuuk) that tbo busmens of our Uvo% and the delight 
«U our heartii, will he the same tiling ! 1 mean* the 
ni4li(ig each other happy * but 1 Ymi dootneni to be 
11 ) on obliged than I bavepowi*r to oblige -*^WItaf a 
ivite 'im i to have’ Indci^ my love, I shati think 
myself the worst) i( 1 am not t|io vety best of all 
Imsbauda. 

JOeur 

rpoo my in iktug I visit of a few day# to n friend 
nt \r tuwn, win lo I desired him not to coniC) ho 
u I otc to me as follows: 

‘ This iaay peniiy^post) boW I hate it * It is two 
fedioits days dial i most wait hr an answer fo 
what { write. 1 will set up a po*)t of my own, that 
shall go and eomc every two hcKirs, and tJien upon 
conditfon that I hear from you Ijy twevy return of 
n, I will obry your cotumaiwts, and tint think of 
i»eeing you. 1 wonder you have not ttken it Into 
your hesdio hid live wthou! bicatlung. But 
take car<*, my love, that you noicr give up the 
power you have < vtr me, lor d ever itoomcB to iny 
turn to rogtiji I will bs revenged onyo^j without 
null). 1 will load you so with love uni kind of* 
hL<^, teat your littiL heuit ^hatl aiiuo«t break, in 
struggling how to be gratelal. I will be tonneat* 
ifig } ou t\cry day, and all day long. I will prevent 
}our tery wuhcb. Even the poor tonifoit of hope 
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slinll be denied you ; for you shall know tliat uom 
of your 40-morrow s shall bo happier than }our 
tiida^a. Your prulu too almll dc oioitiiicd, for I 
will ounIqvc you» and be kinder to you than }ou 
can possibly be to oie. All these miseries you shall 
fiufUr, andi yet never be able to wtsl) for death to 
rclitve you from them. So if you have a mind to 
avoid my cruelrioM^ u'boJvc nor to mairy mr for 
I am a m my naturci and hII) txccuic ail 1 

fiave threatened.' 

IJow tender and obliging were these 
f ovsn toyoU) Mr. Fit/- Adam, that I an^werrd thi lo 
all, in an ci] ml strain of funduesa. But m tin nml^t 
ol tliisswiit iiitucourse« he w is unhappilj^ fikni 
ill of the smalUpox. Tlie nitomeut bo was sen'*iblo 
d his disttnipir, he cor ) died me in a letter not to 
t omo iieai him. teal his apprehensions for me (ai* 1 
bad nevirbadil) should prose more fatal to him 
than the di<icoae. It waa Indeed of rhi most dan- 
gi lous kind : but how was it possible for nic to kit p 
‘ from luni ? I dow to him whin tie was at the worst, 
^ and would not leave lum till tin v t< * k me away by 
forti, 'llir conMMjuence of ih . v it tliat I 
cauglit till injection, and MiUned next day* My 
dibit nip<T w as of the c ontl icntsort, nod much worse 
than til) lovers, whomit»s thuix thiec weeks was 
jn a combtion to ritvim mv t. lit* had semt al- 
most ivirv bout in the day lty|m|U'ri how 1 d^i; 
nd win n in saw me out of da»er (tiiough totally 
dt^red from iny forinet «df) niv i insporU were 
not to be told or tmaginod* I cannot resist the 
pit ON me of tx|i|cribjrig the letter that he sent me 
at hi'H reUiro liPhe tbiU rveiung* 

« Wbut lanscuaga slmtl I iiuint to t\,ll tlu chamicr 
el itiy soul how &ppy this visit ha** made me ? 1 o 
you restored to health was my heart's only 
wish, nor can mv eyes behold a change ia that 
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fji’i' (irthcy c£tt> bc«ewbieorftnY clwwjgo) tkdt will 
»)<»t I'tultar It to mt^ bt'j^ontl the'fuwef of boauty% 
l.voj V ttace of lhat csrori dibreto{ior wU) bt* fo««i. 

by mo aa II iove tOftiJf, tlut will for cvor tovive 
lu iiiy MEMtt Use idiotii of that kindaeso by ^hich it 
i’dtuc. Lament oot a change then, that make^ you 
lovelier to mu than eter; mr till your «oul cliAMgCh 
(wbicb can never 1 viill be only and all 

' YmnJ 

Tbi^ letter, and d tbouftand repetition# of the 
«^aine eaga^irg language, luiulo me look upon the 
of ray beauty, a« a trivial lo**#, Hut iKc lime 
was not >< ( <oiue^ tbal wax to ^buw oie tbjji gene* 
toMs aiul (li-jriiefO&Kd lover in the moi^t aiujable of 
all iuiliu. My faUnr, whoxc only child I wax, ami 
u fio iiad engaged to give mm* a targe ibrtuiic at my 
riartiage^ and the whole of liix cMute at his death, 
fell ill eoon ufler; and to the xur^n^c of all the 
world, died gu'uily involved, and J«H mo without u 
ftbiHioff to my portion* 

My lover wav In the <*au»try, when 1 aciptainlf d 
him with thix f ital lu vvs. Indeed I bad no doubt 
ol hie genoroailj , but how* hkr a divinity be ap- 
peared to me Wheo by the relmii of the ]»ost, he 
sent mo the folio*' ing fetter ; > 

* Think not, rny xoul, that atiy external occidtiiit 
cau occaaion tho least diamic in my affrctioua* ! 
xalln r rejoice limt^ opportunity li at ta«*t givhn 
me of proving to nr^Cftrett creature, that I lovt d 
her only ior her^elfc I have fortune enout:li ii>r 
both ; or if 1 liad not, love woiilil bo auihi'K nt to 
aupply all our «vtnU* Tliix crinl buxinw, bow an- 
gi> It mokes me ! But a very few days, my life* tbalJ 
bring me to your armx, O! how 1 love too! Thow.* 
are my ikvourite wor^ aod i am xuru I xbalt die 
with titem ; dr if I ihonid hare the mUery to ont-lirp 
N ou, they wiB ooly be elumged tn-~0 ' how I loved 
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Jier! But the Htnv, my Amt ^ n^t to he tuld. 
yuur own ^aart muU teach it you« When la it that 
1 sh^ll }uve )Ott of oil? Wny, Iko last day of in} 

ido^ after having lived many, many years 

* Your cbhgtfit and happ^ husband.* 

Ij0w trul} nohle was thm letter » But }ou 
Uunk me dwelliDfC too long upon my own happi- 
ness; I shall thiii-fore on^aud, tlul it is» now a 
wock idnCL ho wrote it, and that yesterday I re- 
ceived tlio undoubted inttlhgcnce, that ni} Iomi 
was married tb*' very next day* to a lat widow of 
ii^C'^and flit}, with a large jointure* a fine ]jon<HC, 
and a foitune of twenty thousand pounds at her 
uwn dl^po^a). 

I ani^ SfK* 

1 ou/ fftos/ obcdicrU ^erutnf, 

M. B. 


I4(i 'HlUnSDAY, U( TOBKfl 16. 175.^ 

I jiw! SO tender a regard foi my fair oountrj- 
wonv n* that t moat htiartil^ congratulate itiem up- 
on the appu itltiug meeting of the {rariiamtnt^ 
which I consider (and 1 bellivo Uit} do so too) as 
tlie gt. lu ral gaohdehvery of the toe\cral counties of 
the uaitul kingdom. 

That beautdal part of otir species once engrossed 
m> iarcs» they still share them: 1 have cx- 
iLuhna yalFccted aU the summir with the thoughts 
cd ilait captivity* and iuivo felt a sjmpaihtik grai 
io^ them. 

In truth* what can be more moving, than to nna- 
gbe 0 line woman pf the highest rank and fashion 
tojrn ftom oU the elegant and rehntd pleasure^ of 
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tlie metropolis; Hurried by & merciless Husband 
into i ouiut} captfrlty^ and Uiero eaposiHl to the in<* 
ciu^'o.)s oi tlie neigl^uring kntglus^ squires, and 
pirvons, shi^tr wiv<^ ions» daiightc*rsi dogs, and 
lior&Cb f 'Hie metropolis nns at once tho seat of her 
cnipiic, and tho thootro of her joys. KmIciI frewn 
tlu'iKc, iion great tlie fatP lio\% Jrcadiut thepu* 
son* Alethinks 1 see hoi sitting in her dressings 
room at tho nmnsion-aeat^ snbhmety sulteiii^ like a 
(k throned eastern monarch ; few books» scat* 
tciod up and dovn» seem to imply that she finds no 
ron&i>Iation in any. Ihe unopened kaottlng^bsg 
Kpeaks her painful leisure. In-cnsibJi* to tlm pro?^ 
fund endearments of hci tender irifunts, they are 
M nt iiway for being so abomimMif nm^ y I ler drese 
is even iieglectcd» and her comnU\mn ludby* I 
nm not ashtimed to oviu my wealLm bs, if it bi "one; 
lor 1 confers that this image struck rue btv stionglyi 
and daeit upon my cmnd so long, that it drew tears 
fi om my ej 

I'he prorogation of the parliament la:^t spring was 
the £sital forerunner of tliis summer caj>tivit\. 1 
was uell aware of it, and had some thoughts of pre- 
paring a short treatise of consolation, sOiu h I wouid^ 
na\^c presentodto my fkir couiitry^uomi i», in two 
or three weekly pa^rs, to have acconip oued them 
in their exde : but I most own that 1 fmttid tho at- 
tempt greatly abotr xny strength ; and inadeqiuro 
consolation only redoubles the grief, by le^ivmg to 
the nufid the cause of it* Thus at a loss. I seardicd 
(as eeorymod<^t modern should do) the ancKuts, 
in ord^ to say in Bogtidi, whatever they bad said, 
in Latin or Orctik upon the hke occasion; but iar 
from finding un^ case in point, I could msl find one 
in any degree like it* 1 particularly cODSulted Ci- 
cero, upon that eidile which he bore ao very iififif- ' 
iti cntly bimselfi bat to my great surptiie^ not 
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meet ivUh ^ «»>gle word of contotetiOQi iddrosM^d 
and a4aatod to the fair and tender pan of ids Npf^- 
cie$» To ffny the tratb^ that {disiq^opiior 0 ecfxt<; to 
h9Kte had oither a eontcmpt for> or aa averaioh t(» 
tiic fair atx , for ii Js very ubHcrvabU , that even lu 
hi$ e$say upon old uge* there n not one single poj lod 
aitldreaaed directly and extlusiteU to them , tea<; 
I humbly presume that an old aoman wiints at 
least a^ mueh» it rot nkine comfoit than an dd 
nian. }ar hi'* it nu to o&tr them Uitat refined 
nmud aigumnu to prove th it exile can he no mis* 
fortunci b(cau^etWc^t)ed|H)<;ons can ai«vaj s carr} 
their xnUu along with them, d they please. 

I low ever, though I could admmi&ter no adequate 
couilcrt to itif tair ftliow *)ubjocU under their coun- 
try captivity my tender concern fm them prompts 
me to ofibi them some adMCc upou thcif a^oach- 
ing liberty. 

At there muttlm^e been during ihi^ su«pomion 
(1 will not wy only of pleasure, but, in a manner; oi 
cxUtenci } a oon^Hlerabie saving tii tlie article of 
pin mone\, I laiuoMtl) recommend to Uki i, imme- 
ciiaMy u|Mm tluir cotmng to town, to anp'iv that 
i^aiuking fund to the disdiarge ol* (hbts aliiOfly in- 
curred, and not divert it to the cuiTcnt servo o nt 
the ensuing yeau 1 would not be misuiidmtood , 
I mean only the pa} meat of debts ol honour con- 
tracted at Commerce, liragg, oi Inro; as they aic 
apt to hang Imu^y upoo the mmdK of women of sen- 
tiiuent, dud even to ailect tlmk cuaittenancei* upon 
the approach of a creditor Jw tor shop^dcbls to 
mercers, mdhuors, jcwelleiVTrcnclt ae^rs, and 
«uch like, It is no Oiattor whetLcr they arc 
pmd or itot; tome bo|r or other those people will 
for ttmi^vesy or at worst, fid) ultimately upon 
th0iistamd« 

rWill alao adrise Ihoso fine womeoi who, by mi 
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unfortonate coDearrenoe of odioaa cireomitaiifiaat 
have been obliged to begin an acquatniance widi 
their husband* and children in the country, not tb 
break it off entirely in town, but on the contrary, 
to allow a few minttteii every day to the keeping it 
np; since a time may come when perhaps i%y 
may like their company rather bettor than none 
at all. 

As my fair fellow^ttihjccts were always famous for 
their punlic spirit and love of their country* I hope 
they will, upon the present emergency of the war 
with France, distinguish themselves by unequivocal 
proofs of patriotism. I flatter myself that they will, 
at their tint appearance in town, publicly renounce 
those French fashions which of late yeara have 
brought their principles, both with regard to reli* 
gion and goveniment, a little in question. And 
therefore 1 exhort them to disband their curls, 
comb their beads, wesr white ItncMi, and dean 
pocket handkerchieft, in open defiance of all the 
power of France. But above all, 1 insist upon their 
laying aside that riiameful piratical practice of hoisN 
ing false colours upon their top-gallant, in (he mi*- 
taken notion of captivating and enslaving their 
countrymen. This they may the more easily do at 
first,^ since it is to be presumed, that during their 
retirement, their faces have enjoyed uninterrupted 
rest. Mercury and vermillion have made no de- 
predations th^ six months; good air and good 
noun may perhaps have restored, to a certain de- 
gree at least, their natural carnation ; but at worst, 
I will venture to assure them, that such of their 
lovevfWho know diem again in that state of na- 
tive artless beauty, will rejoice to find the comttm- 
nicatioQ otiened again, and all the barriers of 
piaster ano stucco removed. Be it known to 
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that there U not a man in Eoglandi who does not 
indiiilelr prefer the brownest naturaly to the whitest 
artificiel akin ; and I have received ntuoiberlflas let- 
ters from men of tbs first iasbion, not only request* 
mg Jbut requiring me to proclaim this truth, with 
leave to publish their names ; which however I de- 
cline; but if 1 thought it could be of any om, 1 
could easily present them with a round robm to 
that effect, of above a thousand of the most re- 
spectable names* One of my correspondents, a 
mendber of tlie Koyal Society, illustrates hia in^g- 
nation at glazed faces* by an apt and weH-known 
physical experimenu The shining glass tube, says 
fie, when warmed b/ friction, attracts a feather 
(probably a white one) to close contact; but the 
some feather, firm the moment that it is taken off 
the tube, flies it with more velocity than it approach- 
ed it with before* 1 make no application ; but, avert 
the omen, my dear country-women ! 

Another, who seems to have some knowledge oi" 
chemistry, has sent row a receipt for a most excel- 
lent wash, which he desires me to puUUi, by way* 
ot iweedaneum U> the various masy, glutinous, and 
pernicious applications so much used of late* It is 
as follows : 

Tah of fair dtar wafer ^tUim safficU; fut U 
safe a cUan eartkm or Mm lasin ; ihon taka a dean 
linen doth^ dip H in tba$ mster, and appfy U to ike 
face nigkt ana mornings or qftener as occasion mqy 
rajmire* 

1 own, the simplicity and purity of this admirable 
lotion recommean it greatly to me, and engage me 
to recotmend it to my fair couatry-Vomciu It ia 
free from all the ineonveoiences and nastiness of all 
other pieparatioiis of art whataoever. It does not 
Slinky aa m otfaen do ; It does nq| oonude the Ain, 
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as all others do; St does not destroy the eyes* nor 
rot the teeth, m all cfthoM^ do; and i( does not 
commomcate itself by eolliiion» nor betray the 
transactions of a as most others do. 

Having thus paid my tribute of grief to ny lovely 
country«>ronien during their captivity, and my 
tribute of congratulations upon their a^oaching 
liberty, 1 heartily widi them a good journey to 
London. May they soon enter, in joyftil triumph, 
that metropolis which, six months ago, the}[ quitted 
with tears ! 


NM47. THURSDAY, OCT. 28, 1755. 


1 AM favoured with the following letter by a cor- 
respondent ; who (if I am not mistaken in the hand) 
has once obliged me before. 1 cannot belter testify 
my approbatmn of what ha writes, than by desiring 
a repefkton of bis favours, as often as be has lei- 
sure and inclination to oUige me. It is chiefly 
owing to the assistance of such correspondents, 
that this paper has extended its date beyond the 
usual period of such kind of productions : and (if I 
may be Allowed to say it) tney have given it 'a va« 
rmty, which could hardly have been accomplished 
by one single hand. Whether it be modesty or 
vanity that compds me to this confession, 1 shaU 
leave die t^er to determine, after telling him, 
that it is to the full as {deasing to «ne, not to have 
been diougbt unworthy of the assistance 1 liave re- 
ceived, aa it would to have been myself the eom- 
poicr of tike oMWt approved pieces in ibis ootlec- 
tiOD. 
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To Mr. Fit2;-Adam. 

Sir; 

lo this laud of liberty, he who can procure a 
printer coiunu2uce8*author, and instructs the public. 
Far be it from me to censure this spirit of advising, 
so prevalent among my honoured countrymen ; fur 
to this wc owe treatises of divinity by tallow-chand- 
lers, and declamations on politics by apotheca- 
ries. 

You must no doubt have observed, that every 
man who is in possession of a diamond, arrogates 
to liimself this privilege of instructing others : hence 
it is that the panes of windows in all places of pub- 
lic resort, are so am]>ly furnished with miscellaneous 
observations, by various authors. 

One advice may he given to all writers, whctlicr 
on paper or on glass ; and it is comprehended in the 
single word think. My puqiosc at present is, to 
illustrate this maxim, in as far as it respects the 
latter sort of authors. 

1 divide the authors who exercise the diamond 
into four classes ; the polUiciatUf the histprians^ the 
laverSf and the sai^riM^ « 

The mystery, or art of politics, is the business of 
every oige, who eiUier has notliing to do, *ot who 
cares nt>t to do any thing; as a broken merchant 
is often made a tide-waiter. Hence so many Wi- 
iicuius make their ap^rance on glass. It is there 
that imptroversiet or a political imturc are daily 
iigitai|H^iD them the established laws of confro- 
vers^Ss observed : some one asserts the truth of 
a proposition; another contradicu * him ; rogue 
and rascal are immediately dealt about, and the 
matter origiaaily in dispute, is no more heard of. 

* Now, Hr. Fita-Ada^ if these gentlfsmen would 
be but pleased to thikk, and keep their tcmperi 
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how might the world be edified! One might ecquifw 
os much useful knowled^ bjr travelling post through 
England, «s ever the onilosophcrs of Athens did by 
lounging in their ^rticocs; and pur great turnpike* 
roads would afford as complete a system of poiiticfi 
as that which Plato picked up in his Egyptian 
rambles. In a word, the debates on the windows 
at the George or the Bell, might prove no less in* 
structii^, than the debates of the pdltical .dub, or 
the society at the Robis Hoou. 

Were this proposed reformation to take place, 
the contractors for the maga/mes of Knowledge and 
Pleasure might forage succi^stfiiliy on window-glass. 
But 1 need not insist farUier on these constdera* 
tions ; their zeal for the public service is well known: 
with the view of amusing and instructing, they liave 
not only ransacked the records of pastry-schools, 
and the mantiscript collections of g<^ housewivea 
for receipts In cookerv, but they have consulted the 
monuments of tlie dead, for delightful blunders, 
and merry epitaphs. 

The hitiomiu on glass are of various sorts t soma 
are thrmclogen^ and content themselves with in- 
forming us that they were at such a place, on such 
a day, an their way to this or that town or county. 
Others are choroftra^n^ and minutely describe 
the nature and condition of the highways aa^ the 
landladies. A third sort may be termed annalUiip 
who imagine that fact deserves to be recorded, 
merely because it is Act; and on this account 
ipravefj leD the world that on sudli a day they feB 
m love, or vet dniiik,^or did some other thing of 
equal insignmeanej. 

A Unk thMght would abridge the labour of then 
AMtortoM. Loti diem idkct o, tbe noihiunna of 
radb mdAmta, aad nrely tbn will abaiaui mnVe*'* 
cMfding them. la cmimon life, Buaate nilalioiii of 
oS 
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trifief are necei aary : man is a sociable and udkativc 
aohnal ; and as the bulk of mankind cannot com- 
monicate to others what they have thought^ they 
raosc content themselves with relating what they 
have seen. On this principle are most coffee»housc 
societies established. But why must a man be dull 
and narrative on Hindow-glats ? Let him reserve his 
dulneas for the club-night, and, as Dogberry in the 
play says, bestow' all his tediousness on bis own 
companions. 

1 now proceed to the most numerous tribe of all, 
the lovers ; and shall only hint at some enormities 
in their conduct. And first of all, as to their cus- 
tom of writing the names of their mistresses with 
anno domini at the end of them ; as if the chronicles 
of love were to be as exactly kept as a parish re- 
gister. To what good purpose can this serve ? To 
inscribe the names of fair ladies on glass, may, in- 
deed, convey a pretty moral signification; since 
female cliarms arc properly enough recorded on 
tablets of u frail nature « but when the year of admi- 
ration IS added, whwt elderly woman is there who can 
pretend to } outh fulness ? Her waiting-maid may 
extol her good ^looks; her mirror may deceive her; 
powder or pearl and Spanish wool may fkwour the 
illusion; butpre/fymm Such^a^one 1730, is in argu- 
ment ol^ anti<)uity, which neither fiattery nor pamt 
tan refute. 

The Itmrs also deserve censure for their humour 
o^|gUing in verse. Because all poets are said to 
b]|H^s, these gentlemen sagely condude that tU 
Icmm are poets; and on the ftiitb o£ this inverted 
aphorism, they commence rhymers. He who can- 
not compose a sermon, does well to read the works 
of taether. Ihis example ought to be imitated by 
Uie herd of lovers. Prior ang Haminond are at 
their service j their only care ought to be in the ep- 
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E lication* Aail vet this ceutioDi simple « it U» has 
cen neglected by many lovers^ who have conde* 
scended to steal. Hence it is that the wealth of Ute 
cast is frequently declared insufficient for the pur- 
cliase of a girl, who would be dear at half-a^crown ; 
and Milton's description of the mother of human 
Lind, perverted to the praise of some little mil* 
liner. 

The $atyrUU come now to be considered. Tlicsc 
men are certainly of a strange composition. While 
dinner is getting ready, they amuse themselves with 
making out a list of the faults, real or iro^inaryi 
which may be imputed to any of (heir acquaintance, 
locapable of reflexion, th^ know not how to em« 
ploy their time, and therelore wound and murder 
the fame of men better and wiser than themselves. 
If I am not mistaken, a defamation is no less punidi- 
able when inscribed on glass, than a hen committed 
to paper. This consideration mav prevent fools from 
scattering arrows and death, although reason and 
humanity cannot. 

But the ciiief of all sai^rUts are they who scribble 
obscenity on windows. Every word which the^ 
write, is a severe reflexion on themselves, and, in 
the judgment of foreigners, on their country. What 
opinion roust foreigners entertain of a notion, where 
infamous ribaldry meets the eye on every window I 
an enormity peculiar, in a great measure, to (ireat^ 
Britain. Do these writers indeed believe Uieroselvea 
to be wits ? Lei them but step into the smoaking 
parlours, or tlic low rooms where tbeir footmen have 
their residency, and they will perceive that the 
serving-men equal their roasters in this speciei of 
wit. Vainly do people of fashion attempt to mo* 
nopoliae illiberality, ignorance, and indecgnoy, 
when, if they and tbqir footmen apply tbenneh'eit^ 
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tlie same atudics^ the latter will probably be the 
bast ptoficienti. 

Be wise tlicrefore^ O ye scribblers, and tiiikk. 

I am, &c. 


148 THURSDAY, OCT. 30, 1765. * 

CivaiTY and cood-brreding arc generally 
thought, and oOon used, as synonymous terms, but 
are by no means so. 

GooD«nufc.ii)iNG necessarily implies civility; 
but CIVILITY does not reciprocally imply coon- 
BKCKDING. Tlie former has its intrinsic weiglit and 
value, which the latter always adorns and often 
doubles by its workmanship. 

To sacrifice one’s own self-love to other people's, 
is a siiort, but I bcheve, a true definition of ci vi lity : 
to do it with case, propriety, and grace, is gooo- 
aR£EUiN(«. The one is the result of good-nature; 
the oUier of good-sense, joined to experience, ob- 
sarvation, and attention. 

A ploughman will be dvil, if he is good-natured, 
but cannot be well-bred. A courtier will be well* 
bred, though perhaps without good-nature, if he has 
but good-sense. 

Flattery is the disgrace of cood-brsedino, 
^ as brutality often is of truth and sincerity. Good- 
breeding IS the middle point between those two 
# odious extremes. 

Ceremony is the superstition of^GOOD-BREED* 
iNG, as w^ as of religion ; but yet, beinx an out- 
work to both, should not be absolutely oemolish- 
ed. It is always, to a certain degree, to be com- 
plied with, though deq^ised by those who ihtnki 
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because admired and respected by tbosc who do 
not. ^ 

Hie most perfect degree of coop-nnKCDiNC, as 
I have already hinted, it only to be acquired by 
great knowledge of the world, and keeping the hi'st 
company* It is not the object of mere speculation, 
and cannot be exactly dehned, as it consists in a 
fitness, a propriety of words, actions, and even looks, 
adapted to the infinite variety and combinations of 
persons, places, and things. It is a mode not a sub- 
stance: for what it» ciooo-iiiu.kinst. at Su .Ytinies's 
would pa^a for foppery or banter in a remote villoge; 
and the home-spun f i \ ikitv of tliat village, would 
bo considered a^ hruiulity at court. 

A eloysiercd pedant may form Uue notions of 
( r viLi r\ ; but it amidst the cobwem of his cell he 
pretends to spin a speculative system of oood* 
Ite will not be lesti absurd than his pre- 
dscchsor, who judiciously undertook to instruct 
Hannibal in the art of war. The most ridiculous 
and most aukward of men are, therefore, the specu- 
latively well-bred monks of all religions and all 
professions. 

Goou-nREEDfNO, like charity, not only covers a 
multitude of faults, but to a certain degree, sup- 
plies tile w^ant of some virtues. In the common in- 
tercourse* of life, it acts good-nature, and oilen cjCK's 
what good-nature will not always do ; it keeps both 
wits and fools within those boundtr of decency, 
which the former are too apt to transgress, and 
whicii the latter never know. 

Courts are unquestionably the seats of (.oon- 
BRECDlNo ; anti must necessarily be so ; other- 
wise they would be the seals of violence and deso- 
lation. *There all the passions are in their highest 
state of fermentation. All pursue what but few can 
obtain, and many seek what but one can cnjny, 
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iiooD-BRBEDiNG ftlono restrains their ^excesses, 
llierei if eneniies did not embrace, they would stab. 
There* smiles are often put on, to conceal tears. 
There* mutual services are professed, wliilc mutual 
injuries are intended ; and there, the guile of the 
accent simulates the gentleness of the dove : all 
this, it is true, at the expense of sincerity ; but* 
upon the wjiole, to the advantage of social inter- 
course in general. 

I would not be misapprehended, and supposed to 
recommend <'.ood-brkfi>ikg* thus prophaned and 

C rostitutod to the purposes of guilt and perfidy ; 

ut 1 think 1 may justly infer from it, to what a 
degree the accomplishment of GOOi>-BKFEDiN(i must 
adorn and en|frce virtue and truth* when it can 
thus soften the outrages and deformity of vice and 
falsehood* 

I am sorry to be obliged to confess that my na- 
tive country is not perha|)s the seat of the most per- 
fect c.ood-rrecdivo, though 1 really believe that 
it yields to none in hearty and sincere civiriTT, as 
far os civii.i rv is (and to a certain degree it is) an 
inferior moral duty of doing as one woula be done by. 
If France exceeds us in that particular, the incompa- 
rable author of L' Esprit de Loix accounts for it very 
impartially, and 1 believe very truly. J/* coun- 
ifymen, soys he, are the best^^hred people in the vsorld^ 
it is only because they are ike vatnest. It is certain 
that their good-breeding and attentions, by flat- 
tering the vanity and self-love of others, repay their 
own with interest. It is a general commerce, usu- 
ally cairied on by a barter of attentions, and often 
without one grain of solid merit, by way of medium* 
to make up the balance. 

It were to be wished that oooD-BREBDtKG were 
in general thought a more essential pan of the edu- 
cauon of our youth* especially of domoctioD* than at 
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present it seems to be. It might even be sobstituted 
in the room of soip« academical studiesi Uial take 
up a great deal of timc» to very little purpose ; or at 
least, it might usefully share some of those many 
hours, that are so freouently employed upon a coach* 
box, or in stables, ourely those who by their rank 
and fortune are called to adoni courts, ought at least 
not to disgrace them by their manners. 

But I observe with concern, that it is the fashion 
for our youth of both sexes, to brand gooi)-»ukbi>- 
iNG with the name of ceremony and fonnality. As 
such, they ridicule and explode it, and adopt in its 
stead, an offensive carelessness and inattention, to 
the diminution, 1 will venture to say, even of tlieir 
own pleasures, if they know what^true pleasures 
are. * 

Love and friendship necessarily produce, and 
justly authorize familiarity : but then (iooii-nRKED* 
isiij must mark out its bounds, and say, thus far 
sliait thou go, and no fiirther ; for I have known 
many a passion and many a friendship degraded, 
wookened, and at last (If 1 may use the expression) 
wholly daiterned away, by an unguarded aiid'illibera] 
familiarity. Nor is good-bheeding Jess tlie orna- 
ment and cement of common social life: it connects, 
it endears, and at the same time that it indulges the 
just liberty*, restrains that indecent licciitiousnesa ot‘ 
conversauon, which alienates and provokes. Great 
talents make a man famous, great merit makes hint 
respected, and great learning makes him esteemed ; 
but c.ooD'BRBKiJixG olone can make him beloved. 

1 recommend it in a more particular manner to 
my country-women, as the greatest ornament to 
such of them as have beauty, and the safest refuge 
for those who have not. It fadlitates the victories, 
decorates the triumphs, and secures the conquests oC 
beauty ; or in feme ^gree atones for the want of 
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it. It almost deiBes a fine woman, and procures 
respect at least to those who hare not charms enough 
to be admired. 

Upon the whole, though coon-BREEniNO can- 
not, strictly speaking, be called a virtue, yet it is 
productive of to many good effects, that, in luy opi- 
nion, it may justly be reckoned more than a mere 
accomplishment. 
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Cantanta ticet wque (mtnwt dm Urtlet ) eamtu. 

• Vinon 

To Mr. FiTiS-ADAM. 

Sir; 

1 no not know that you, or any of your predeces- 
sors, have^ ever paid your compliments to a most 
useful branch of this community ; I mean the an- 
cient and reputable society of UAi.LAD-siNiiERs. 
These harmonious itinerants do not cheat the coun- 
try-people with idle tales of being taken by the 
Turk's, or maimed by the Algerines, but earn an 
honest livelihood, by a proper exertion of those ta- 
lents witli wiiich nature has endowed them. For if 
a brawny-shquldercd porter may live by turning 
priac-fighter, or a gentleman of the same make, by 
turning petticoat-pensioner, 1 do not see why a per- 
son endued with tne gift of a melodious voice, is not 
equally entitled to ail the advantages wliicb can 
possibly arise from it. 

With re^rd to the antiquity of this profession, in 
all probability, we owe the invention of it to old 
Homer himself, who hawked his Iliad about tlie 
itreets for on obolus a book. But as tlie trade was 
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sot ihcn brought into any repute^ and as bis poetry 
wanted the reiincTnent of modem times, he could 
scarce earn bread for himself and hi*! family. Thes* 
pis, the Athenian, made a great improvement in the 
art ; he harnessed Pegasus to a cart, from which he 
dispersed his ballads ; and by keeping all the pub* 
lie fairs, made shift to pick up a tolerable nminte- 
nance. Tliis improverooiit our English ballad-singers 
have neglected : whether they think there is any 
thing really ominous in mounting a cart, or whe- 
ther the sneers of the populace, who are always 
throwing out llieir insolent jests on their superiors, 
have prevented them from making use of that ve- 
hicle, 1 will not pretend to determine. 

Among the Homans too this practice was pre- 
served. Virgil makes one of his shepherds soy to 
another, by way of reproach, 

Alin tu tn fr II *ir, tndocte^ soltbaH, 

SlnduUt muetum sttpuld duperdcm tarmen^ 

I5ul this w’as because, as Milton translates it, ‘ his 
lean and flashy songs grated on his scrannel pipe of 
wretclied straw.* But this never can be objected 
to niy fair conntir-wonien, whose melodious voices 
give every syllabfc (not of a lean and flashy, but of 
a fat and plump song) its just einphasis, to t)^ de- 
light and instruction of the attentive audience. By 
the w'ay, 1 suspect tliat Virgil was a hawker himself : 
for he says, 

Ascraunque cano Ramana per opptda carmen ; 
whi^ in plaiti English is no more than this, 

I *tng my ballads through Iftt streeU rf Rome. 

Were it not for ibis musical society, the country- 
people would never know how the world of leCtera 
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goes on. Party songs might come out, and the par* 
son never see them ; jovial songs, and the squire 
never hear them ; or love songs, and his dau^ter 
never sigh over them. 1 would have a ballad-singer 
well furnished with all these, before she sets out oi^ 
her travels ; then bloody murders for school-bo^ 
and apprentices, conundrums and conjuring books 
for footmen and maid-servants, histories and story- 
books for young masters and misses, will turn to an ex- 
cellent account. And as the trades of ballad-singing 
and fortune telling generally go together in the coun- 
try, like surgeon and apothecary, 1 think it would 
not be amiss if their friends the poets would furnish 
them with rhymes suited to the occasion, that their 
predictions may wear the true mask of oracles, and 
like those of the Sybils, be given out in metre. And 
to come still nearer to the original, a joint-stool 
would make an excellent tripod. 

Useless as this profession may seem, it serves to 
support two others ; I mean the worshipful and nu- 
merous companies of printers who have no business, 
and poets who have no genius. A good song, tliat 
is a very gbod song. Hove Sue, for instance, or CW/m 
and Phme, will run you through fifly editions : but 
let it be never so good, it will always give way to a 
newer ; so that tlie printer has by this means con- 
stant employment for his press, which would other- 
wise be idle, and the poet a constant market for his 
wit, which would otherwise live and die with its 
author in obscurity. 

As 1 have a great regard far these itinerant sy- 
rens, not arising from any personal favours that 1 
have received from them, nor founded on whii^and 
fancy, but from a well-weighed consideration of 
their service to the public, 1 have thought of a 
scheme, which will at once both ennoble their pro« 
iessioo, amt render their lives infinitely more com- 
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fortable. It if this: Many professors of inosicv 
whose talents hate e^amefully been neglected in 
town (for in these degenerate days men of merit 
are but ijttle regarded ) condescend, for the amuse* 
inent of the couiitry-peopie, to enliven the humours 
of the wake with violins, dulcimers, harpincts, &c. 
With these ingenious gentlemen 1 would persuade 
our fair ballad-singers to incorporate. Some few 
misfortunes tliey have indeed met with, which 1 
think myself obliged in honour to reveal ; and those 
are, the loss of eyes, legs, and other trifles, which a 
prudent, thinking woman would disregard, when 
over balanced by such excellent qualifications. The 
expense of children may possibly be urged, as an 
objection to thib sclieme; but 1 answer, that children 
will oi nece»siry come, whether our ballad-singing 
are married or not : and while the parents 
are mutually travelling with the younger at their 
backs, the elder will, in all probability, be able to 
walk ; so that they may get a reputable livelihood, 
by the lawful profesf.ion of begging tU) such time as 
they arc of a proper age to Icam the rudiments of 
music under tlie tuition of their father. But pilfer* 
ing 1 wmuld by all means iiave them ovoid ; it hurts 
the credit of the profession. 

Now w'hat a comfortable life must this be ! A per- 
petual concert of vocal and instrumental music! 
And if Orpheus, with only liis lyre, drew after him 
beasts and trees (by which people arc apt to ima* 
gine that nothing more is meant than the coui^try 
bumpkins) what will not the melodious ^ddle of one 
of tl^ profAsors do, when in union with the voice 
of his beautiful beljpmate i 

As for the marriage act, and guardians consent, 
and sudi new-fangl^ stuff, I would by no means 
have them pay any regard to it. For as the ladies, 
whan in town for the winter season, are generally 
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resident about FiceUDitch, a certain public-spirited 
clergyman, who lodges in tha) neighbourhood, and 
whom I would by all means recommend, will tack 
together halt' a dozen couple at a minute's warning, 
and the parliament be never the wiser. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your mo6t humble servant 9 

T. D. 

Whereas Uvo Utters stoned A. Z. have been lately 
sent to Mr. FUz^Adam ; the first containing a very 
mUy9 hfut roanton abuse of a lady of great worth and 
distinction ; the second juil of scurrilous resentment 
against Mr. Fitz^Adantf for not publishing the said 
Utter : this is to acquaint the writer ity that till his 
manners bear some liitU proportion to his left, he can* 
not be admitted a correspondent in this paper. 


150. THURSDAY, NOV. 13, 1755. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

Having observed of late years, that our young 
gentlemen are endeavouring to rival the ladies in 
all the refim ments and delicacies of dress, and are 
lyMiacnenting the bosoms of th^ir shirts with jewels; 
1 liave, for the good of my country, and the emolu* 
ment of my own sex, been contriving a method of 
rendering jewels of use, as well as ornament, to 
the male part of the human species. It was an an- 
cient custom in several of the eastern countries, and 
is the practice of some few nations at this very day, 
fb^ivomen to wear jewels in their noses; but l,am 
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of opinion, thatas afiairs oow aland, it would not be 
improper to have this ele^nt piece of finery trans- 
ferred from the ladies to the gentlemen. 

It must indeed be adknowMged that this custom 
of ornamenting the nose has no where prcrailed but 
in those heathenish and barbarous nations where the 
women are kept in constant subjection to their hus- 
bands ; and therefore I suppose it took its origin 
from tl)e tyrannical institution of the men, who put 
a RING in the wife's nose, as an emblem of her 
slavery. I apprehend also, that the wife, when she 
found she was to hr rungt very wisely made a virtue 
of necessity, and added jewels to the king, which 
served two purposes at once, that of making it cost- 
ly to the husband, and rendering it ornamental to 
herself. But as in these politer and more Christian 
countries, the barbarous institution of obedience 
from wives to husbands has been entirely laid aside, 
Che ladies have judged it proper to throw off this 
badge of their subjection. And as in matiy in- 
stances our young ladies, and young gentleman 
seem inclinable to invert the order of nature, and to 
recommend manly airs to the female sex, and effe- 
minate behaviour to the men, T think it adviscablc 
to comply with the just sentiments of the present 
generation, and, as I said before, to transfer this 
ornamental part of dress from the noses of the lailies 
to the noses of the men. 

I find myself indeed inclinable to carry this insti- 
tution of the RJNO a little farther, and would have 
every man whatsoever, whether married or unmar* 
ried, if be be dfa ri^t non-resisting and passively- 
obedient dispositioQ to be well rung. And for this 
use I would have a particular sort of nose jewel^ in* 
vented, and eauUisoed by public authority, wbidi, 
by the emblem, or device, that was engraven upen 
it, should express tfie kind of subjection to wnich 
X 3 
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the wearer wee inclined to submit. And when these 

G ive gentry were all enrolled under their proper 
lers, they might annually choose some one per- 
son of di&tinguibhcd merit, who should be styled, for 
the time being, grand master of the most honourable 
order of the king. 

There was a time, when all the laity of the whole 
Christian world ought to have worn rings in their 
noses ; and if the device had been a triple crovm^ it 
would not have been uncxpressivc. 

The gentlemen of the army have sometimes taken 
it into their heads to rinfr every body about them ; 
and we have had instances how able they have been 
by the help of these rings, to lead both houses of 
parliament by the nose. The device engraved on 
those nose^jevoeh was, The Protector^ At present in- 
deed it is thought that the gentlemen of the law 
have a great superiority over the gentlemen of the 
army, and that they are preparing rings for all the 
noses in these kingdoms, under the well-conceivcd 
device of Liberty aud Property. 

It has been a maxim of long standing among 
statesmen, never to employ any person whatsoever 
who will not bear being rung; and as this very 
much depends on the shape of the nose, which 
ought to be of such a disposition as not to be re- 
fractory to a perforation! I would in a particular 
manner recommend it to all leaders of f^ties, to 
make the knowledge of the human nose a principal 
object of their study ; atneeit is manifest that many 
of them have found themselves grievously disap- 
pointed, when they have presumed to count noses, 
without a sufficient investigation of this useful 
science. 

As I have for many years taken much pains in the 
study of physiognomy, I shall, for the good of my 
country, communicate through the channd of your 
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paper some of those many observations, which I 
nave made on that remarkable feature, called the 
nose : for as this is the most prominent part of the 
face, it seems to be erected as a sign on which was 
to be represented the particular kind of ware that 
was to be disposed of within doors. Hcnrc it was 
that amongst tlie old Romans, very htrlc reaard 
was paid to a man without a nose ; not only as there 
was no judgment to be made of the syntinicnts of 
such a person, but as in their public asseunblics, 
when they came to reckon noses, he must of con- 
sequence be always omitted out of the account. 

Among tiiese ancient Romans the great offices of 
state were all elective, which obliged them to be 
very observant of the shape of the noses of those 
persons to whom they were to apply for votes* 
Horace tells us that the i^karp no$e was looked upon 
ns an indication of satyricai wit and humour ; for 
when speaking of his friend \ irgi), though he says, 
est lonmf melwr non aims ^utsquam, yet he al- 
lows that he was no joker, and not a fit mutch at 
the sneer for tliose of his companions who had 
sharper noses than his own. Minus aptus (says he) 
ncufis NARfBUS koTwn hominum. They also looked 
upon the short nose^ with a little inflection at the 
end tending upwards, as a mark of the owner's 
being addicted to Jiiing: for the same author, talk- 
ing of Mecaenas, says, that though he wasliiorn of 
an ancient family, yet he was not apt to turn per- 
sons of low birth into ridicule, whlcn he expresses 
by saying that be had not a iurn*up nose. Nec 
KAso suspe/ldts adunco. Martial, in one of bis epi- 
grams, calls this kind of nose the rhinoccrotic nose, 
and sm that every one in his time affected this 
kind of anottt, as an indication of his being master 
of the talent of humour. But a good statesman 
will hardly think it worth his while to spend nose- 
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Jewdt upon such persons, unless it be to serve them 
as you do swinei when you ring them only to keep 
them from rooltng. 

The Greeks had every bad opinion of 
nose. The remarkable story of Socrates and the 
physiognomist is too well known to be particularly 
repeated : but 1 cannot help observing that thte 
most particular feature in the face of Socrates was 
his nose, which being very fiat, with a little inflec- 
tion upwards towards the end, caused the nhysiog- 
nomist to pronounce him a drunken, impudent a^ 
lustful person ; which the philosopher acknowledged 
to be a true character of him in his natural state. 

The Hebrews looked upon this kind of nose to be 
so great a blemish in a man’s character, that though 
of the lineage of Aaron, his having a Jlat nose was 
by the express command of Motes an absolute ex- 
clusion from the sacerdotal oflice. On the other 


hand, they held long noses in the highest esteem, as 
the certain indication of a meek and patient mind. 
Hence it is that in the book of Proverbs the origi- 
nal words, which literally signify he that has a long 
nose, arc in our Euglish translation, and by all in- 
terpreters, rendered, he that is shw to watk : and 
the words which signify he that has a short nose, are 
always translated, he that is soon angry, or hasty of 
spirit. 1 shall only remark upon this, that tbo 
Welch, who are by no means the slaeeest to anger, 
liave generally s/ioit noses. « 

The elephant is of ail animals the most docible 
and s^ile ; and every body knows how raDorkable 

S eaturo is for the length of his snosit. Though « 
|nes it happens that be is not altcmether ao 
t of injuries as might be wished* Hamikon, 
in nis travels to (he East-Ind^ tails us of an da- 
pbant of Sarat, that was nassing with hts keeper to 
his watering place through the stveeli of that ciiy, 
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who seeing the window open of a tavlor's shop, and 
thrusting in his trunk in iiearch of provisioni re- 
ceived an affront from the needle of tlie taylor, as 
he was sitting at liis work. The story adds, tliat 
the elephant went soberly on to water, and alter 
drinking bis usual draught, drew up a ^reat quan- 
tity of mud into his trunk, and returning by the 
window of the taylor, discharged an inundation of 
it on his work-board. Tliis was, 1 own an unlucky 
trick; but we ought not to have a worse opinion of 
lon^r noses in general for the sake of one such story, 
the like of which may not probably happen again lu 
a whole century. 

1 liave many more curious observations to make 
on the various kinds of noses, which for fear of ex- 
ceeding tiic bounds of your paper, I shall reserve 
to another opportunity, when 1 intend to descant 
at large on the method of rin^ttug thcMn : for some 
men arc of sucli untoward and restiff dispositions, 
that they are like tlic Leviathan mentioned by Job, 
into whose nose there is no putting a hool^ as our 
translators render it, but Uie original word signilics 
a RING. 

] am, Sir, 

Your most humUe servant* 


151. THURSDAY, NOV. 20, 1735. 

1 WAS lately aub|^naed by a card, to a general os^ 
scrobly at lady Townly’s, where I went so auk- 
wardly early, that I found nobody but the five or 
six people wlio had dined there, and who for want 
of hands enough to play, were reduced to the cruel 
necessity of conversmg, till something better should 
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oifer. Lady Townly obierved with concern and 
impatience, chat people of fashion now came into- 
lerably late, and lu a glut at once, which laid the 
, lady of the house under great difficulties to make 
the parties properly. That, no doubt, said Manly, 
is to he lamented ; and the more so, as it seems to 
give your ladyship some concern : hut in the moan 
time, for want of something better to do, 1 should 
be glad to know the true meaning of a term that 
you have just made use of, peap/e f^/ashwn : I con- 
fess I have never yet had a precise and clear idea 
of it ; and I am sure I cannot apply more properly 
iur information, than to this companv, which is 
moat unquestionably composed of people of fiiMon^ 
whatever people of fashion may be. 1 therefore beg 
to know the incanmg of* that term : what are they, 
who are they, and what , constitutes, I had almost 
said, anoints them, of ^fashion f These ques- 

tions, instead of receiving immediate answers, oc- 
casioned a general silence of above a minute, which 
perhaps was the result of the whole company's 
having discovered for the first time, that they had 
long and often made use of a term w hich they had 
never understood : for a little reflection frequently 
produces those discoveries. Belinda first broke 
this silence, by saying, one knows well enough who 
are meant by people Jashi^jn^ though one docs not 
just know bow to describe them: they are those 
that one generally lives with ; they are people of a 
certain sort . ■■ — ■They certaiply are so, interrupted 
Manly ; but the point is, of what sort ? If you 
mean by pestle of a certain sort, yourself, which 
is commonly the meaning of those who make use 
of that expression, you are indisputid>ly in the 
right, 88 you have all the quali&atioos that can, or, 
at Imt, ought to constitute and adorn a wman qf 
But pwyt must all tssomen ofjashion have 
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all your accomplishmenta? If S0| ilie myriads of 
them which I hra imagined from what I beard every 
day, and every where, will dwindle into a haDdfuK 
Without having those accomplishments which you 
so partially allow me, anaaered Belinda, I still pre- 
tend to be a iffoman of fashion ; a character which I 
cannot think requires an uncommon share of ta- 
lents or merit. That is the very point, replied 
Manly, which I want to come at; and therefore 
give me leave to question you a little more particu- 
larly. You have some advantages, which even 
your modesty will not allow you to disclaim/ such 
as your birth and fortune: do they constitute you 
axjcoman of Jiiithion? As Belinda iias going to an- 
swer, Beliair pertly interposed, and said, NV'ither, 
to be sure, Mr. Manly : if birth constituted fashion^ 
we must look for it in that inestimable treasure of 
useful knowledge, the peerage of England ; or If 
wealth, wc should find the very best at the Bank, 
and at Garraway's. W*ell then, Beliair, said Manly, 
since you have taken upon you to be Belinda’s spon- 
sor, let me ask you two or three questions, which 
You can more properly answer than She could. Is 
it her beauty ? By no means neither, leplied Bcl- 
lair ; for at that rate, there might perhops be a teo- 
man ijfjashim with a gold cbajii about her neck in 
the city, or with a fat amber necklace in ihe coun- 
try ; prodigies, as yet unheard of and unseen. Is 
It then her wit and good-breeding ? continued 
Manly. Each contributes answered Beliair, but 
both would not be sufficient, without a certain je 
ne sgyf a something or other that ^ feci better 
than I can expFain. Here Dortmant, who had sat 
all this time silent, but looked mischievous, said, 
I could say something— Ay, and something very 
impertinent, according to custom, answered Be- 
linda; so hold your tooguei 1 charge you. You 
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are singularly charitable^ Belinda, replied Dorimant, 
in being so sure that I was going to be impertinent, 
only because 1 was going to speak. Why this sus- 
picion of me I Why ! because 1 know you to be 
an odious, abominable creature upon all subjects of 
tins kind. This amicable quarrel was put an end to 
by Harriet, who on a sudden, and with her usual 
vivacity, cried out, I am sure 1 have it now, and 
can tell you exactly uhat pcopfe (ifJasJuon are : they 
are just the revcr^^c of your udd people. \ ery possi- 
bly, madam, answered Manly, and therefore 1 could 
wish that you would give yourself the trouble of 
defining odd people ; and so by the rule of contra- 
ries, help us to a true notion of people of Jashion. 
Ay, that 1 can very easily do, said Harriet. In the 
first place, your odd people arc those that one never 
lets in, unless one is at home to the whole town. 
A little more particular, dear Harriet, interrupted 
Manly. So 1 will, said Harriet, for 1 hate them all. 
There are stvcial sorts of them. Your prudes, for 
instance, who respect and value themselves upon 
the unblemished pur.t) of their characters ; who 
rail at the indecency of the censure the most 
innocent freedoms, and suspect the lord knows 
what, if they do but observe a close and fatniliar 
whisper between a man and a woman, in a remote 
corner of the room. There arc, besides, a sober, 
formal, sort of married women, insipid creatures, 
who load domestic lives, and who can be merry, as 
the} think, at home, with their own and their hus- 
band’s relations, particularly at Christmas. Like 
turtles, they are true and tender, to their lawful 
mates, and breed like rabbits, to beggar and per- 
petuate their families. These arc very odd xtiomeni 
to be sure ; but deliver me from your ^^cvere and au- 
gust dowagers, who arc the scourges of peoj^ ^ 
fushion^ by infesting wU public plucesi in order tu 
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make their spiteful remarks. One meets them 
every where, and they seem to have tlic secret of 
maltiplying themselves into ten different places at 
once. Their poor horses, like those of the sun, 
^0 round the world every davi baiting only at eleven 
in the morning, and six in the evening, ut their pa* 
rish churches. They speak as movingly of their 
poor late lords^ as if they had ever cured for one 
another: and to do them honour, I'cpcat some of 
the many silly things they used to say. Lastly, 
there arc your maiden ladies of riper years, ornhanb 
of distinction, who live together by twos and threes, 
who club their stocks for a neat little house, a light- 
bodied coach,and a foot-boy And, added UclTair, 

quarrel every day about tne dividend. True, said 
Harriet, they are not the sweetest^tenqiered crea- 
tures in the world ; but after all, one must forgive 
them some malignity, in consideration of their dis- 
appointments. Well, have 1 now described odd 
]}eople to your satisfaction ? Admirably, answered 
Manly : and so well, that one can, to a great de- 
gree at least, judge of their antipodes, the jn'ffple ft/ 
Jftshion, Hut still their seems something wanting; 
for the present account, by the rule of contraries, 
stands only thus: that of fa^hwn must not 

care for their husbands, must not go to church, 
and must not have unblemished, or ai least unsus- 
pected reputations. Now, though all these are very 
commendable qualifications, it must be owned they 
are but negative ones, and consequently there must 
be some positive ones necessary to coinptc.it so 
amiable a character. I was going to add, inter- 
rupted Harriet! which, by the way, was more than 
I* engaged for, that people oj fashion were properly 
those who set the fashions, and who gave the tm of 
dress, language, manners, and pleasures to the town. 
1 admit it, said Manly; butwiiat 1 ^ant still to 
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know is, who gave them that power, or did they 
usiurp it ? for, by the nature of that power, it does 
not bcern to me to admit of a succession, by hcse« 
ditarv and divine right. Were I allowed to speak, 
said Doriniant, petTiaps I could both shorten and 
clear up this case. But i dare not, unless Belinda^ 
to uhom 1 profess implicit obediences gives me 
leave. E'en let him speak, Belinda, said Flarrict; 
I know he mil abuse us, but we are used to him. 
Well, say your say then, said Belinda. See what 
an importinViit sncir he has already. Tpon this 
Dorimant, ad Ji casing himself more particularly to 
Belinda, and smiling, said, 

TAen ihnk 

2"hat hCf toho thua commanded dareh to hpcak. 

Unless commanded^ tmuld haxu: dyd in silence^ 

O, your servant, sir, said I$elinda ; that fit ofliu* 
mility will, 1 am sure, not last long: but however go 
oiu I will, to answer Manly’s question, said Dori* 
mant, which by the way, has something the air of 
a catechism. Who made these people oj fashion ? 
I give this short and plain amwer ; they made one 
another. The men, by their attentions and credit, 
make the xiomen ofjushton ; and the women, by 
cither their supposed or real favours, make the men 
such. They are mutually necessary to each other. 
Impertinent enough of all conscience, said Belinda. 
So without the assistance of you fashionable men, 
what should wc poor women be? Why faith, re«^ 
plied Dorimnnt, but odd women I doubt, as we 
should be but odd fellows without your friendly aid 
to fashion us. In one word, a frequent and reci* 
procal collision of the two sexes is absolutely ne- 
cessary to give each that high (rnlish which is pro- 
per^ callea fashum* Mr. Dorimant has, I own, 
said Manly, opened new and important matter; and 
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a scattered and coofased notions seem now to 
e some form, and tend to a point. But as cx- 
amples always best clear up abstruse matters, let 
us now propose some examples of both sorts, and 
take the opinions of the company upon them. I'or 
instance, i will ofler one to your consideration. Is 
Beryntliia a iwman ^ fashion or not i Tlte whole 
company readily, and almost at once, Bn^wered, 
doubtless she is. That may be, said iVtAnly, but 
why ? For she has neither birth nor fortiuie, uiul but 
small remains of beauty. All that is true, 1 con- 
fess*. said Ih'linda ; but she is well drest, well bred, 
good-humoured, and alwii 3 s leady to go witli one 
any where. Might I presume, said i>orimBnt» to 
add a title, and perhaps the best to her claims of 
/ashum^ I should say that slie was of Belville's crea* 
tion, who is the very fountain of honour of that 
sort, lie dignified her by his addressees ; and those 
who have the good fortune to share his reputation 
—-Have, said, Belinda, with some warmth, the 
misfortune to lose tJieir own. I told you, turning 
to Harriet, what would happen if wc allowed him 
Co speak ; and just so it has happened ; for the gen- 
tleman has almost in plain terms asserted, that a 
woman cannot be a troinaii ^ fashion till she haa 
lost her reputation. Fye, Belinda, how )ou wrong 
me, replied Dorimant ! Lost her reputation ! iljucii 
a thought never entered into my head ; I only meant 
mislaid it. With a very little care she will hud it 
again. There you are in the right, said Hellair; 
for it is most certain that the reputation of a xrowan 
of faAim should not be too muddy. True, replied 
Dorimant, nor too limpid neither ; it inunt not be 
mere rock-water, cold and clear ; it should sparkle 
a little. W'ell, said Harriet, now that Bcrynthia ia 
ufianiroously voted a vsoman qf fashion^ what think 
you of Loveit ? Is she, or is she not one ? If she is 
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omt ansveered Dorinmnti I am very much mistaken 
if it is not of Mirabel s creation.— -—By tvrUf I be- 
lieve, said Beliair ; for I saw him give her a letter 
one night at the opera. But she has other good 
claims too, added l)orimant. Her fortune, though 
not large, is easy; and nobody fears certain apmU 
cationb from her. She has a small house of her 
own, which she has fitted up very prettily, and is 
often a*, home^ not to crouds indeed, but to people 
of the best fashion, from twenty, occasionally down 
to two ; and let me tell you, tnat nothing makes a 
woman of Loveit’s sort better received abroad, 
than being often at home. 1 own, said Bcllair, that 
I looked upon her rather as a genteel led-captain, a 
postscript to tvotneti of Jashion. Pcrliaps too some- 
limes the cover, answered Dorimant, and if so, "an 
equal. You make joke as much as you please upon 
poor Loveit, but she is the best-humoured creature 
in the world ; and 1 maintain her to be a woman 
Jashion ; for, in short, vre all roll with her, as the 
soldiers say. I want to know, said Belinda, what 
you will determine upon a character very different 
from the two last, I mean lady Loveless : is she a 
woman of Janhion f Dear Belinda, answered Harriet 
hastily, how could she possibly come into your head ? 
Very naturally, said Belinda; she has birth, beauty 
and fortune ; fhe is genteel and well-bred. 1 own 
it, said Harriet ; but still she is handsome without 
meaning, well shaped without air, genteel without 
graces, and well drest without taste. She is such 
aiuu^id creature, she seldom comes about, but 
at home with her lord, anc^ so domesticly 
tame, that she eats out of his Iiand, and teaches 
her young ones to peck out of her own. Odd, 
very odd, take my word for it. Ay, mere rock- 
water, said Doriman|| and, as I told you an hour 
ago, that will not do. No, most ceitaioly, added 



151. 


vmiiLD. 


Si5 


Bellair, all that retervo, almplicitT, and coldneaa 
can never do. It seems to me rattier that the true 
composition of people qfj^askion, like that of Venice 
treacle, consists of an inhnite number of fine in- 
gredients, but all of the warm kind. Truce with 
your filthy treacle, said Harriet ; and since the con- 
versation bus hitherto chiefly turned upon us poor 
women, I think we have a right to iiiiiist upon the 
definition of you wen of Jashwn^ No doubt onT, 
&aid Doriraant ; nothing is more just, and nothing 
more ea^y. Allowing some small diflcrence for 
modes and habits, the men and the xmmen t>/Jashion 
lire ill truth the counter parts of each otlier ; they 
lit like tallicb, are made of the same wood, and are 
cut out for one another. As Doriniant was going 
on, probably to illustrate his assertion, a valet dc 
clianibrc proclaimed in a solemn manner the arrival 
of the duchess dowager of Mottadore, and her 
three daughters, who wore immediately ioUowcd 
by lord Toriiial, sir Peter Fiausihle, and divers 
others of both sexes, and of equal importance. 
The lady of the house, with infinite skill ond inde- 
fatigable pains, soon peopled the several card-tables, 
with the greatest propriety, and to univorsal ^latis- 
faction ; and the night concluded with flams, ho- 
nours, beet-games, pairs, pair-royals, and all other 
such rational demonstrations of joy. , 

For my own part, 1 made my escape as soon as 1 
possibly could, with my head full of that most ex- 
traordinary conversation which 1 had just heard, 
and which, from having taken no part in it, 1 had 
attended to rtie more, and retained the better. 1 
went straight home, and immediately reduced at 
into writing, aa 1 here offer it for tlie present edifi* 
c^ion of my readers. But a# it has furnished me 
with creat and new lights, I propose, aa soon as 
possible, to give the public a new and compleat 
y3 
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itystem of ethics, founded upon these principles of 
p 0 ople oj fashion ; as in my opinion, they are better 
calculated, than any others, for the use and in- 
struction of ail private families. 


N^’ISS. TIU HSDAY, NOV. 28, 1755. 


Ftonfrn^ ut opa in saliihus omnia libanty 
Omma nos tfulim depasemur aurea dicta, 

Licaet. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Srn ; Oxford, Aw. lltli, 1755. 

1 itAVF, for a long time past, had a strong inclina- 
tion upon luc to become one of your correspond- 
ents ; but from the habits contracted from this 
place of my education and residence, I have felt a 
certain timidity in my constitution, which has hi- 
therto restrained me (nardon the expression) from 
venturing into the world. However, when I reflect 
that Ox^rd, as well as her sister Cambridge, baa al- 
ways been distinguished with the title of one of the 
eyes of England, 1 cannot suppose that you wtU 
pay so little respect to so valuable a part of the 
microcosm, as to reject my letter witli disdain, 

irbly because it comes dated to yoiffrom this an- 
^jnt seat of learning; especially as 1 assure you, 
you shall see nothing in it that shall savour at all of 
that narrow and unsociable spirit, which was here- 
tofore the characteristidi of the productions of the 
college. 




,ir'’152. WORLD. 

No, Mr. Fits- Adam, though learning itself be my 
aubjectf I will not treat of it in a manner that shaH 
disguBt the politest of vonr readers ; and though I 
wnie from a place, which, within the memory of 
many now living, enjoyed in some sort the mono- 
poly* of It, yet I will not lament the loss of that pri- 
vilege, but am, with Moses, thoroughly contented 
that nil the Lord s people should be prophets. 

Indeed, the main business I am upon is to con- 
gratulate the great world on thot diflusion of science 
and literature, which, for some years, has been 
spreading itself abroad upon the face of it. ^ A re- 
volution this, in the kingdom of learning, which hat 
introduced the levelling principle, with much better* 
BucrcBs than ever it met with in politics. The old 
fences have been happily broken down, the trade 
has been laid open, and the old repositories, or 
storehouses, arc now no longer necessary or useful, 
for the purpose of managing or conducting it. 
They have nad their day; and very good custom 
and encouragement they bad while lliat day lasted ; 
but surely our sons, or, at farthest, our grand-sons, 
will be much surprised, when they are told for what 
purposes they were built and eiiaow'ed by our an- 
cestors, and at how vaKt an expense the journ^- 
men and factors, belonging to them, were main- 
tained by the public, merely to supply us with what 
may now bo had from everj' coftec-house, and Ro- 
bin-Hood assembly. In short, it has fared with 
learning, as with our pioc-apples. At their first in^ 
troduction amongst us, tfie manner of raising them 
was a very gt'cat secret, and little less than a mys- 
tery. The expenses of compost, hot-liousrs, and 
attendance, were prodigious ; and at last, at a great 
price, they were introduced at the tables of a few of 
the nobility and gentry. But how common are they 
grown of late ! Every gardener, that used to pride 
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himielf in an early cucumber, can noif raise a pine- 
apple ; and one need not despair of seeing them 
sold at hix a penny in Covent- Garden, and become 
the common treat of taylors and hackney-coach- 
men. 

The univeriiity of London, it is agreed, ought to 
be allowed the ^ief merit of this general dissemi- 
nation of learning and knowledge. The students of 
that ample body, as they arc less straitened by rules 
and statutes, have been much more communicative 
than tl)ose of other learned societies. It seems, in- 
deed, to be their established principle to let nothing 
htay long by them. Whatever they collect, in the 
• several courses of their studies, they immediately 
give up again for the service of the public. Hence 
that profusion of historians, politicians, and philo- 
sophers, with whose works we are daily amused and 
instructed. I am told, there is not a bookseller 
within u mile of Temple-bar, who has not one or 
two ot thc&e outhorh constantly in his pay, who arc 
ready, at the uord of comiiiaiul, to write a book of 
Oiiy size, upon any subject. And yet I never heard 
that any of these geutlcnicn ever drank, in a regular 
manner, of the waters of Helicon, or endeavoured 
to trace out that spring, by the streams of Cam, er 
Isis. 

But it is not merely the regular book, or legiti- 
mate treatise, which has thus abounded with learn- 
ilH^gnd science ; but our loose papers and pam- 
pQKs, periodical as well as occasional, are, for their 
Dulk, equally profuse of instruction. Monthly ma- 
gazines, wliicb, some years since, were nothing 
snore than collections to amuse and entertain, arc 
now become ilie magazines of universal knowledge. 
Astronomy, history, mathematics, antiquities, and 
the whole mystery ofiaaeriptions and medals, may 
DOW be had, fresh and firesh, at the roost easy rates 
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from the repositories of any of these general im« 
dertakers. What an advantage is this to the modern 
student, to have his mess of learning thus carved 
out for him, at proper seasons and intervals, in 
quantities that will not over cloy his stomach, or be 
too expensive to his pocket ! llow greatly prefer- 
able both for cheapness and utility, is this method 
of study, to that ot proposing a whole system to his 
\ ieu, iu all the horrid formalities of a ouarto or folio! 
Much praise and lionour are undoubtedly* due to 
the celebrated Mr. Amos Wenman, for reducing tbo 
price of punch, and suiting it to the capacities and 
circumstances of all his Majesty’s subjects; and 
shall not tliat self-taught philosopher, Mr. Benjamin 
Martin, the great retailer of the sciences, come in 
for some share of our acknowledgment and com* 
mendation ? 

I expect to be told ^for indeed the objection is 
obvious enough), that since tlie streams of learning 
liave been thus generally diffusive, they have, in 
consequence of that diffusion, been proportionably 
shallow. Now', notwithstanding the prejudice w hich 
may still prevail with a few grave and solemn mortals, 
against the shallowness of our modern learning, I 
aliould be glad to know what goml purpose was 
ever served by all that profundity or science, which 
they and our ancestors seem so Amd of. It was, os 
is allowed on all hands, confined to a very few of the 
candidates for literary reputatioo ; and the many, 
who aimed at a share of it, waded out of their depths, 
and became a sacrifice to their own useless am- 
bition. On^the contrary, no one that 1 know of, 
ever hod his head turneo, or bis senses drowned, in 
the piulosoidiy of a magazine, or the critique of a 
news-paper. And thus the stream, which lay use* 
L?ss wnen confined within its banks, or was often 
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dangerous to those who endeavoured to fathom the 
bottom of it| haSf by beiog drained off into the 
smaller rills and channels* both fertilized and 
adorned the whole face of the country. And hence* 
Mr. Fitz-Adam* have risen those exuberant crops 
of readers as well as writers. The idea of being a 
reader* or a man given to books* had theretore 
something very solemn and frightful in it. It con- 
veyed the notion of severity* morosencs«* and un- 
acquaintance with the world. But this is not the 
case at present. The very deepest of our learning 
nlay be read* if not understood* by the men of 
dress and fashion; and the ladies themselves may 
converse u ith the abstrusest of our philosophy witii 
great eose, and much to their instruction. 

To say the truth* the men of thia generation have 
discovered that wlut their fathois called solid learn- 
iug, is a useless and cumbersome accomplishment* 
incoQiniodiou^ to the man who is possessed of it* 
and disgustful to all who approach him. 8ome- 
tliing, houevir, oi the sort* that sits light and easy 
upon us* ue*ure willing to attain to: but surely* for 
this, theie is no need of going to the cxjMsnsc of 
inas.^y bullion* when our own leaf gold, or a little 
foreign lacker jviil answer the purpose full as well* 
and make a beticr hgure in the world. 

Give me leave, mt . Fitz-Adam* to conclude with 
my congratulations to Jthis place of academical edu- 
cation, on some happy symptoms I have lately ob- 
served* from whence it should appear that the ma- 
irnfacture of inodcrti learning may, one day* be able 
ii%ain some footing amung^ us. Tbc disadvan- 
tages it lies under, from ancient forms and estab- 
lishmcnUt arc* it is true* very great ; the general 
inclination, 1 own* is still against it; aod Uie ge- 
niuses of our governors are* perhaps as deep and as 
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£[>lid as ever ; but )ret, I hope, we have a set of young 
gentlemen now riung, who will be able to overcome 
all difficulties^ and give a politer turn to the dis- 
cipline and studies of tlio university. 1 can already 
assure you, that tlic students of this new sect, amongst 
us, have advanced so far as to make the cotiee-housea 
the chief and only places of application to their 
studies. 1'hc productions of your London authors 
are here taken in, as wc call it, by subscription : 
and, by this means, the deepest learning of age 
may be di\ed into at the small price of two or three 
shillings by the year. Thus the expenses of uni- 
versity education arc reduced, and the pockets of the 
young men are no longer picked by those harpies, 
the booksellers. 

I can see but one reason to suspect the prolyl- 
bility of their not gaining a sure and certain settle- 
ment amongst us ; and that is, the great shyness 
which is observi^d in all these gc^iillcraaiily students^ 
with regard to the old-tUshioned languages of Greek 
and Latin. 'Fhc avenues to our Ibundations arc, 
hitherto, secured !>> guards detached from the an- 
cients. (>ur friemis, therefore, cannot very safely 
colter into the competitions at college elections, 
where these are always retained against them. 
But who knows what tune may bring forth ? Fel- 
lows of colleges themselves may reform, and be- 
come mere moderns in their learning, as well as. in 
their dress, and other accomplishments. I could 
even now point out some of these, who arc better 
acquainted with the writings of Fctrarch, (luartni, 
ana Metastasio, than with those of Homer and Ho- 
race; and knoiv more of Copernicus and Sir Isaac 
Newton, from the accounts given of them hy Fon- 
tenelle, Voltaire, and Fem^rton, than from the 
orimnal works of those two philosophers. But 1 
shul say no more at present, mr fear of betraybg 
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tliat interest whicli is the sincere purpose of this 
letter to improve and advance. 

I aiTi» SiR» 

Y^our most humble servant, 

Neo-Academicus. 


N" 153. THURSDAY, DEC. 4, 1755. 


Having been frequently pressed by Sir John Jolly 
(nn old friend of mine, possessed of a fine estate, a 
large park, and a plentiful fortune) to pass a few 
weeks with him in the country, 1 determined last 
autumn to accept his invitation, proposing to my- 
self the highest pleasure from changing the noise 
and hurry of this bustling metropolis, for the agree* 
able silence, and soothing indolence of a rurid re* 
iiretnciit, I accordingly set out one niorning, and 
pretty early on the next arrived at the habitation of 
my friend, situated in a most delicious and roman- 
tic spot, which (the owner having fortunately no 
TAST^) is not yet defaced with improvements. 
On my approach, I abated a little of my travelling 
pace, to look round me, and admire Uie towering 
lulls, and fertile vales, the winding streams, the 
stately w'oods, and spacious lawns, whicii, gilded by 
the sunshine of a beautiful morning, on every side 
afforded a most enchanting prospect : and I pleased 
myself with the thoughts of the happy hours 1 should 
apend amidst these pastoral scenes, in reading, in 
meditation, or in soft repose, inspired by the lowing 
of distant herds, the falls of waters, and the melody 
of birds. 

1 was received with a hearty welcome, and many 
shakes of the hand, by my ol4 friend, w'hom 1 had 
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i)r>i scon for many years, except once, ^licn lie wae 
called to town by a prosecution in the Kings* 
bench, for misunderstanding the sense of an act of 
parliament, which, on examination, was found to be 
nonsense. lie is an honest gentleman of a middle 
ago, a hale constitution, good natural parts, and 
abundant spirits, a keen ^ortsman, an active ma- 
gistrate, and a tolerable fanner, not without some 
ambition of acquiring u scat in parliament, l>y Iiis 
interest in a neighbouring borough; so that be- 
tween luK pursuits of game, of jiibtice, and popula- 
rity, besides tlie management of a large quantity of 
land, which he keeps in his own hands, as he terms 
it, for amusement, every moment of his time is suf- 
bciently employed. II is wife is an agreeable wo- 
man, of about the same age, and has been hand- 
some; but though years have somewhat impaired 
her charms, they have not in tlie least tier relish 
for company, cards, bolls, and all manner of public 
diversions. 

On my arrival 1 was first conducted into the 
breakfast-room, which, with some surprise, J saw 
Quite filled with genteel persons of both sexes, in 
dishabille, with their hair iu papers; the cause of 
wdiich I was quickly informed ot, by the mony apo- 
logies of my lady for till meanness of the opart- 
ment she was obliged to allot me, * By reason tbt' 
bouse was so crowded with company during the 
time of their races, which, she said, began that \(.ry 
day for the whole week, and for wliicli they were 
immediately preparing.’ 1 was instantly attacked 
by all present ;srith one voice, or rather with many 
voices at the same time, to accompany them thither; 
to which I made no opposition, thinking it would 
be attended with more trouble than the expedition 
itself. 

As soon as the kidies and the equipages wi^re 
VOL. xwiu. z 
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really, issued furlli in a most magnificent ca\al- 
cade ; and after travelling live or six miles through 
bad roads, we arrived at the Hod Lion, just as the 
ordinary was making iU appearance upon the table. 
The eoieninnials of this sumptuous entertaininent, 
wiiich eonsisti'd of eoid hsli, kiin ehiekena, rusty 
han»^, raw venison, stale eaine, green fruit, and 
giapi U‘-N v'lm , de^tn'ved at li^ast two hcln\^, with 
live (inu^ that nurniit r lit ht.uls, and suits 

of tl by tlie eidoriimate tltusioii of buttirand 
giavv 1 roin lu ore ut' proceeded a few miles far- 
diet to the nut' ground, where nothing, 1 think, 
i \traoidniaiy happened, but that amongst much 
disorder and driinkeniics«, few Itnibs, and no necks, 
were broken : and lioiii the'*e Olympic games, which 
to the gnat emolument of pickpockets, lasted till 
it was tlaik, we gallopped back to the town through 
a soaking shower, to dress fur the assembly. But 
this 1 found tio ea*'}' task; nor could I possibly ac- 
compiish it, betore iny clothes were quite ilricd 
upon my buck : niy servant staying belnnd to settle 
his i)ett>, and having stowed tny portmanteau into 
the boot of some coach, which he could not find, to 
save himself both the trouble and indignity of car* 
rying it. 

r.iMiig at last cquippeu, 1 entered the ball-poom, 
where the smell of a stable over which it was bujlt, 
the savour of the neighbouring kitchen, the fumes of 
tallow -candles, rum-punch and tobacco, dispersed 
over the whole house, and the balsamic effluvias 
from many sweet creatures who were dancing, with 
almost equal strength contended for superiority. 
The company was numerous and well-drest, and 
differed not in any respect from that of the most 
brilliant assembly in London, but in seeming better 
pleased, and more desirous of pleasing; tliat is, 
happier in themselves, and civiller to each other. 
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I obsirNcU the dooi ^a^ blockid up thewhoU night 
hy a ii w i isliionable }oun^ me n, u)io««l i u ts 1 n * 
inciiibcitd to ha\( seen about toun, who would 
iitithi r dancL, drink tea ph> at i aids, noi spiak 
to aii\ one except now and then in whispcu to i 
^ount; lid\, who sat in silituf nt the upper eiul oi 
the room, in a hit and ncj^ii ^ o, with licr hul 
igiiii««t the wall, lui uiiH u kiinho, hi i le^s thruKt 
out, a siuei on her lip<i, a scowl on her l(»re he ad, 
and an nuincible avurinee in her e \ e«>. I his lidy 
1 hid ilso fiecpuntlv nut with, hut eeuiKl not then 
recollect wluie hut hut since le iinr, ihit slie 
liul been toideitei to i wonun oi ({uilit), and 
turned oil for too close and pusumptuoin in iiiii- 
tall in oi lui betterb Jluir beliiviour cflieMited 
most oi thee >tiipan\, }it eibtuned the tie sued et- 
leet lor 1 oveiluarei sevetal of tin countrv ladies 
xiy, * It was pit) they were so pioud,ioi to be mjio 
tlie\ were prodigious well-bred pet)} le oiul hid m 
irrmensi deilolwit * a mist ike |Ik\ could ncvti 
have talk II into, hid these p'itteins of |)ohtcness 
condescended to hn\i iiUeiid into an) eoii\ersi« 
tion Dancing and cards, witli (lu refieshnicnt ol 
< old chickens « lui negus about twe he » ( amid ue on 
tdi di) bleak, \ lien our e Mchis be in,r n uJ\, with 
mueb s liieitatioii, iiulmoie sc|U(i /in,j: I oblmicd a 
pi ICO in one, in which no more tliin six h 1 1 hobu 
artiiniilly st uel themselves, and ibout live in (he 
morning, liirougii mine and gnat perns, \l irrivcd 
bafelv at hornc 

It was now the middle' of hiucst, v«hi(h hiJ not 
a little sudeg^d b) out dnersions and then fore 
our coac]i-horsi& were ininitdiatel> degraded to a 
cart and having rt sled daring oiii fatigues, by a 
)ust distribution of things, were now obliged to la* 
hour, wbdc We were at le t 1 trnati not iii tins 
number to include mi self, foi, trfiou^b 1 hurried 
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iintncd lately to bed« no rest could I obtain for some 
time, for the rumbling of carts, and the conversa* 
tion of tbeir drivers, just under niy window. Fa- 
tigue at length got the better of all obstacles, and 1 
fell asleep ; but 1 had scarce closed my eyes, when 
1 was awoked by a much louder noise, which was 
that of a whole pack of hounds with their vocifer- 
ous attendants, setting out to meet iny friend, and 
some choice spirits, whom we hud just left behind 
at the usscmbly, and who chose this manner of re- 
freshment uftcT a night’s debauch, rather than the 
more usual and inglorious one of going to bed. 
These sounds dying away by their distance, I again 
composed myself to rest; but was presently again 
roused by more discordant tongttes, uttering all the 
grosHiicss of Drury-hinc, and scurrility of Billings- 
gate. 1 HOW waked indeed with somewhat more 
satisfaction, at first thinking, by this unpastoral 
dialogue, that 1 was once more returned safe to 
I^ondon ; but 1 soon found my mistake, and under- 
stood that these wore some innocent and honest 
neighbours of Sir Johns, who were coinc to deter- 
mine their gentle disputes before his tribunal, and 
being ordered to wait till his return from hunting, 
Horj resolved to make all possible use of this sus- 
[lonsion of jiiNtico. It being now towards noon, 1 
gave up all thoughts of sleep, and it was well I did ; 
for I was presently alarmed by a oonfu&ion of 
voices, as loud, tbough somewhat sweeter than the 
former. As they proceeded from the parlour under 
Die, amidst much giggling, laughing, squeaking and 
screaming, I could distinguish only tht^ few follow- 
ing incoherent words — ightfvi^--~^ridicu^ 
louS'^Friesland Jien^ rouge — red I ton at Brentford^ 
sta t^s-paddcd^ram*s^hom-^ausy minx — impertineni 
roxcontli, I started up, dressed me, and went down, 
where 1 found the same polite company, who break- 
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iastcd there the day before, iti the same attitudt'ji 
diseoursini; ot their friends, uilli wlioni the\ li.id so 
agreeably spent the last night, and to whom they 
were again hastening with the utinovt iinpaf ienee. 
I was' saluted w'ith ho\v-d’\e from them all at the 
vame iiKtanl, and again pressed into the seiviee of 
the day. 

In tins manner 1 went through the pern'Mitions 
of lilt* whole week, with tin* siitlerings and lesolu 
tion, but not with llie rewani of .1 inailyr, ,is 1 
louiid no peace at the last: for at the r (MU'iti«^iun Jif 
It, sir ,b>lin obligmgh req*ie<*tifl me, to make riiy 
stay with him as long as I piis^-'hly could, assuiing 
iiie, that though the uiees weie now (»\tr, I shoiiid 
not w*int diversion*! : lor that next wax k he expeeled 
lord Hattie, sir llariy Hiiuipt r, and a huge tox- 
iiunting pait) ; and that the week alter, Ining the: 
full moon, the) should pay and lectiM* all tliiir 
neighbouring \isits, and spiMui tlitir e\(*nings \eiy 
.'Ociahly togtth(*r; by whuh is Kjgnilud, in tlie 
eountry di ilcet, eating, dunking, and pla\ing at 
cards all night, M) lady added, witli a snnle, and 
inueh dtdight in her c)es, that she believed they 
**hould not bo alone one h^iur in tlie whole wetk, 
and that *'lie hoped I should not think the loiintiv 
so dull and imlanclioly a place as I expicled. 

( pun this infonnafKiii I re^olu*<l to lea\i* it itninc- 
iliately, and told them, I was t vrreniel) sorry that 
1 was Inndertd by paiticnlar businchS from aiiy 
longer enjo)ing v) much polite and agreeable com 
pany ; but that I had receivicla letter, which made 
jt necessary for me to be in town. My fiiend said, 
lie was no less concerned ; but that 1 must not po- 
sitively go, till after to-morrow : for that he then 
expected the mayor and aldermen of his corpora- 
tion, sonic of whom were f^iV'tious companions, and 
fcung well. This determined me to sd out that 
/ { 
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very evening : which I did with much salisFactiont 
and made all possible ha&te, in search of silence and 
solitude, to my lodgings next dpor to a brasicr s at 
Charing-cross. 


No. 15V. THURSDAY, DKCEMBEU 11, 1755. 


^>TKPriNG into a codce-hciisc in the Strand the 
other day, 1 saw a set of young fellows laughing 
very heartily over an old scssious-papor. Tiie gra- 
vity of my appearance would not permit me to make 
any inquiry about what they ware reading : I there- 
fore waited with some impatience for their depar- 
ture, and as soon as they were gone, took up tlie 
paper as it lay open, and found the subjt ct of their 
mirth to have been the trial ofayoung lad of seven- 
teen, for robbing a servant-maid of her pockets in 
St. Paul’s chureli-yard. The evidence of the maid 
was in the following words . 

‘ And please you, my lord, 1 had been with an- 
other iiiaid-servuiit at Drurv-Jnne plav-house to sec 
the Country-wifi • A baddish sort of a play to be 
sure it turned out ; and 1 wish it did not put some 
wicked thoughts into the head of my fellow-servant; 
for she gave me the slip in the play-house passage, 
and did not come home all night So walking all 
alone by myself through St. Paul’s church-yard, the 
prisoner overtook me, and would needs have a kiss 
of me. Oho ! young spark, thought*! to myself, wc 
have all been at the play* 1 believe; but if a kias 
will content you, why e*eu take it, and go about 
your business; for you shall have nothing more from 
mo, I iwomise you. This I said to myself, my lord, 
while Uie young man was kissing me; but, my lord, 
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he went on to be quite oudacioiis: so I stood stock- 
htil] a^^ainst the wall, without so much as speaking a 
word ; for 1 had a mind to sec how far his impudence 
would carry him. But ail at once, and please you, 
\\ hen 1 H as thinking of no such thing, crack went 
my pocket-strings, and UM'ay ran tlie young man 
with the pockets in his hand. And then 1 thought it 
was high time to cry out: so 1 roared out murder, 
and stop thief, till the watchman took hold of him, 
and carried us both before the constable. And 
please you, my lord, 1 was never in such a flurry iti 
my life ; for who would have thought of any such 
thing from so good-looking a young man ? So 1 
blood stock-still, as I told you before, without so 
much u« stirring a finger ; lor as he was so young a 
man, 1 had a great curiosity to see how far Tiis 
impudence would carry him** 

The extreme honesty of this e\idence pleased 
mo not a httlc : and i could not help thinking that 
it might afford a very excellent lesson to those of 
111 } f.ur ic.idcrs, who are sometimes for indulging 
tluir curiosity upon occasions where it would be 
piudoiicc to suppress it, and for holding their 
tongues when they should be most ready to cry 
out. 

Many a female in gcntccler life, has, I belie\e, 
indulged the same curiosity with this poor girl, 
without coming off so well, though the thief hat 
never been brought to the Old Bailey for the rob- 
bery he has committed : indeed, the watdimen arc 
usually asleep that should seize upon such thieves, 
unless it be now-ind-then a husband or a father ; 
but the plunder is never to be restored. 

To say the truth, the great destroyer of female 
honour is curiosity. It was the frailty of oar first 
mother, and has descended in a double portion to 
almost every individual of her daughters. There 
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arc two kinds of it that ( would particularly caution 
zny fair country-women against: one is the curiosity 
above-nicntionedi that of trying how fur a uinn’s 
impudcMicc u ill carry him; and the other, that of 
knowing exactly their own strength, and how far 
they may suHcr themselves to be tempted, and re- 
treat with honour. 1 would also ad\ise them to 
guard their pockets, as well as their persons, against 
the treachery of nieii' f<»r in this* age of play, it 
mn) bean nniJctermimd point uhether their designs 
are most upon u ladys purse or her honour; nor 
indeed is it easy to say, when the nltaek is made 
upon the purse, whether it may not be a prelude to 
a more dangerous thefh 

It used formerly to be the practice, whim a man 
had designs upon the virtue of u woman, to insi- 
nuate himself into her good graces by taking ever” 
opportunity of losing Ins inoni^y to her at cards, 
ihit the policy of the times has inverted this prac- 
tice; and the way now to make suie of a woman, 
is to strip her of licr money, and run her deeply in 
debt: for losses at cards are to bo paid one w’ay or 
other, or there is no possibility of np|u;Qriiig in 
company ; and of what value is a lady's virtue, if 
she IS always to stay at home with it? 

A very gay young fellow of my acquaintance w'as 
(*oniplaining to roc the other day of his extreme iil- 
fortuiic at piquot. He told me that he had a very 
narrow miss of completely undressing one of the 
iiiiest women about St. James's, but that imfor- 
tunute repique had disappointed him of his hopes. 
The lady, it seems, had played with him at her own 
house, till all her ready money was gone ; and upon 
his refusing to proceed with her upon credit, she 
consented to his setting a small sum against her 
cup, which lie won and put into his pocket, and 
aftorwaids her handerchief ; but that staking both 
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i:a|) and handkerchief, and all his winnings, against 
her tucker, he was most cruelly repiqued when ho 
wanted but two points of the game, and obliged to 
leave the lady as well dressed as he found her. 

This w'ss indeed a very critical turn of fortune 
for the lady: for if she hud gone on losing from top 
to bottom, what the last stake might have been, 1 
almost tremble to think. 1 am apprehensive that 
iny friend’s impudence W'ould have carried him to 
greater lengths than the pick-pocket*s in the trial, 
and that he would hardly have contented himself 
with running off* with her clothcb: and besides, what 
modoKt woman, in such a situation, would object to 
any concc\ssions, by wliich she might have recovered 
her clothes, and put herself into a condition to bo 
seen ? 

Since my frioiura telling me this story, 1 have 
been led into two or three mistakcH in walking 
through the stnets and squares of the politer part 
of tins metropolis: for as I um naturally short* 
siglited, 1 have iniblakcn a wdl-drcssed woinoifs 
tailor, wliom I have seen coming out of a genteel 
house with a bundle under his arm for a gentleman 
who has hud the good fortune to^strip the lady ofiier 
clothes, and was moving off in triumph with his 
winnings. 

To what lengths this new kind of gaming might 
have been carried, no one can tell, the ladies 
liad not taken it up in time, and put a stop to begin- 
nings. A prudent man, who knows he is not proof 
against the temptations of play, will either keep 
away from loasquerades and ridottos, or lock up 
hib purse in his cscritore* Hut as, among the ladies, 
the staying at home is an impracticable thing, they 
have adopted the other caution, and very prudently 
leave their clothes behind them. Hence it is that 
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caps, handkcrcliicfs, tippits, and tuckers arc rarely 
to be met with upon the young and handsome : for 
as they knoM’ their own weakness, and that the men 
are not always comulaisant enough to play with fhein 
upon credit, they throw off at their toilets nil those 
coverings which they are in any immediate danger 
of losing at a /J/c-n-Z/Vr. 

The ladies will, 1 hope, think me entitled to their 
thanks at least, Tor ascribing to their prudence that 
nakedness of dress, which inconsiderate and igno- 
rant persons have constantly mistaken for wanton- 
ness or indiscretion. At flic same time I would 
recommend it to all young ladies, who are known to 
be no gamesters, cither to wear a covering on their 
necks, or to throw a cloak over their shoulders in 
all public places, lest it should he thought that by 
displaying their beauties to attract the eyes of the 
men, they have a nmosif^t like the maid-servant m 
the trial, to acc how Jar their vhpudenee xi'ill anri^ 
them. 

'lo conclude a little seriously, 1 would entreat 
my iair readers to leave gaming ti> the men, and 
the indelicacies of dress to the \vomcn of the town. 
The vigils of the card-table wdl sully those btiautics 
wdiich they are so desirous of cxliibiting; and the 
want of concealment render them too familiar to 
be admired. These are common observations, I 
confess: but it is now the season for repeating and 
for enforcing them. Loss of tune and fortune are 
usual iniseliiefs of play ; but the ruin does not 
ilways end there : for, huwr\ cr great may he the 
paradox, many a woman lias been driven to sell her 
HONOUR, to redeem her credit. But 1 hope my 
country-women will be warned in time, and iliat 
they will study to deserve a better eulogy than was 
once given, in a funeral oration, of a lady who 
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(lied at a hundred and five, ‘ that towards the 
* latter pfirt of her life, she was exemplary for her 
‘ chastit}/ 


\o. 15.^ TIIUflSDAY, DECEMBKU IS, 175.>, 


'fo Mr. Fiiz-Ai^am. 

SiH; 

1 II \\ K the honour to sit at the feet of a (ilamaliel 
in thi^ city, in the capacity of a parish-clerk, which 
oflice I hold in commendam uitii the eiiiployincnt 
of an undertaker. 'I'he injuries I have surterc^d are 
so little cognizable by the laws of the land (till it 
shall please G(ni to tcaeh our senators so much 
wisdom as to amend thim in thin particular I that I 
hav(* none to >\lu>m I can appeal, but the VVoiilo; 
to uhoin 1 beg that >ou would please to present 
this niy humble remonstrance and proposal. 

1 hope ^ou will excuse the trouble I now give 
\oii, not only because I choose to submit myself to 
the judgment of } our court, but as I hove reason to 
believe that the news- writers would not be faithful 
enough to lay this complaint before the public; 
these genilcmen being the very parlies concerned, 
and against whom it is to be lodged. 

My case, sir, is this. As 1 was one morning 5jr- 
nulling rny head with the news of the day, to my 
great surprise I read a paragraph, which informed 
me that a very rich gentleman of our parish died 
the day befofe. This staitlcd me, os 1 had never 
h(‘ard cf his illness, and therefore had employed 
nobody to watch him in his Ir" ^ments, and to 
bring me the earliest intelligence ot riis death, that 
I migiit not be wanting in my respects to the family 
by my condolence, and the offers of my service in 
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paying mv last duties to so worthy a master. 1 
was apprehensive too, lest some sharper looker-oui 
might be before-hand with me, and run away ith 
the job. I therefore whipt on by black coat and 
white perriwig, as fast as I could, to wait on the 
disconsolate widow. 1 rong gently at the door, for 
fear of disturbing her; and to the footman who 
opened it, delivered my duty and condolence to his 
lady, and begged, if she was not provided with an 
undertaker, that 1 might have the honour to bury 
Mr. Deputy. 

The servant gaped and stared, and from the great 
concern he was under for the loss of his master (as 
r apprehended) was rendered so stupid, that he 
seemed not readily to understand what 1 said. Be- 
fore 1 could new-frame my message, to put it, if 
possible, into more intelligible words, 1 was myself 
seized with the utmost horror and confusion, at 
seeing the apparition of the deceased stalk out of 
the compting-house, wditch opened into the passage 
where L stood. 1 observed a redness in his counte- 
nanee, more than w^as usual in dead people ; and in- 
deed, more than he himself was wont to wear when 
he was alive : and there was a sternness and severity 
in his features, beyond what I had ever seen in him 
before. Strait a voice more dreadful than thunder 
burst out, and in the language of hell, sweai ing, 
cursing, calling me a thousand names, and telling 
me he would teach me to play tricks with him, he 
dealt me half a score such substantial blows, as pre- 
sently convinced me they could proceed from no 
ghost. 1 retreated with as much precipitation as i 
could, for fear of falling myself into the pit, which 
I hoped to have dug for him. 

Thus, sir, the wantonoess of the news-papers dis- 
appointed me of furnishing out a funeral, deprived 
me of my dues as clerk, got me well tiurasheu, and 
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will probably lose me the gentleman’s custom for 
ever : for, perhaps, next time he dies, he will order 
another undertaker to be employed. 

Now, sir, is it not a shame, that people should 
thus die daily, and not a single fee come to the 
clerk of the parish for a burial ? and that the news- 
writers, without commission from his Majesty, or 
licence from Warwick-lanc, should kill whom they 
please, and we not get a shilling to comfort us in 
the midst of so much mortality > 

There are other inconveniences, though of an 
inferior consideration, which may attend this dying 
in print. A young heir at Oxford, just come of age, 
reads that his father was carried ofl‘ by an apo- 
plectic fit such a day ! catching the lucky minute, 
he marries that divine creature his tayior’s daugh- 
ter, before the news can be contradicted. When it 
is, fear of the old gentleman's displeasure makes 
iiim bribe his new relations to secrecy for a while : 
in process of time he marries a lady of fortune and 
family by his fathers directions: Tattcrella raves 
with all the spirit and dignity of a lady of the Britihh 
fishery ; proves her prior marriage : not only calls, 
but records lady Mary a whore ; bastardizes the 
children of the second venter, and old Snip's grand- 
son runs away with the estate. 

How often have these disturbing papers whirled 
up expectants of places to town in their post-chaises, 
to whirl back again, with the old squeeze, and 
* 1 shall not forget you when the place is vacant?’ 
How often has the reverend divine sufi'ered the 
violent concussions of a hard-trotting-borse for 
above threescore miles together, to wait on a patron 
of a benefice vacated by the Evening Post ; where 
he has met with the mortification of smoking a 
pipe with the incumbent ? Perhaps a lady too, whose 
tentierness and sensibility could not permit her to 
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attend her sick husband to Bath, reads an account 
of iiis death in the papers. What shrieks, what 
faintings, what fears, what inexpressible grief afflicts 
the poor relict! and wdien she has mourned in 
half a week us much as any reasonable widow 
would do ill a whole year, and (having paid the 
legacy of sorrow to his memory in three days, 
W'hicli by the courtesy of England she might have 
tak('n a twelvemonth for) begins to think of a iiex^ 
home comes the old onct and talks in rap- 
ture of the virtues of Bath-water. While all the 
satisfaction the news-writers give this unfcignedly 
afflicted poor lady, is, ^ The death of A. Ih Esq. 
mentioned in these papers last week, proves a 
mistake.* 

1 know but one instance where any regard to us 
parish-clerks 1ms been had, or our interests in the 
least taken care of in these temporary and occasional 
deaths ; and that wms a gentleman of rank, who was 
generally reported and allowed for dead. His heirs 
at law, not caring to bury the real body, for reasons 
best known to thcmscKcs (though one of, those 
reasons might be because it was alive) yet convinced 
of the reasonableness that a funeral should follow a 
demise, dug up a poor drowned sailor out of a hole 
on the shore, into wdiich he had been tumbled, and 
with great solemnity interred the departed knight 
by proxy. There was justice in this; every man 
hacl his due. It was acting wdth the wisdom of Hn 
old Athenian. 

A practice of the Athenians may serve as an 
answer to such (if any such there are^ who from 
modern prejudices object to the funerafs of people 
not really dead. Our doctor told us in one of his 
sermons upon regeneration, that among these Athe- 
nians, if one who was living were reported to be 
dead, andr funeral obsequies perform^ for him— 
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(w'hicli plainly implies their custom of celebrating 
tunerals for persons who were dead in their news- 
papers, though they were not so in reality) — if 
afterwards, he appeared, and pretended to be alive, 
he was looked upon as a prophane and unlucky 
person, and no one would keep him company. One 
who fell under this misfortune (it mutters not for 
his name, though I think the doctor called him 
Harry Stonehouse,* or something like it) cojisuhed 
the oracle how he might be re-admiltod among the 
living : the oracle commanded him to be regene- 
rated, or new christened; which was accordingly 
done, and grew to be tlic e^tablislicd method of 
receiving such persons into comniunity again. 

And here in lingland before the relonn.ition, ns 
I am informed, it was usual when a ricli per'^on died, 
to celebrate yearly and daily iiiasbC'^, obits, and 
commemorations lor him; so that one who died 
hut once, should be as good as buried a thousand 
times over : but among us it is just the reverse ; a 
man may die here a thousand times, and he buried 
but once. 

However, I hate popery, and would not wish tlie^ 
restoration of it : yet as 1 hope a Christian country 
will not come behind*hund with a heallicn one in 
wisdom and justice, permit me to recoimiKnd the 
practice of the Athenians before mentioned, ^ud 
petition the Would immediately to pass it into a 
fashion, and ordain that hereafter, every m.in living, 
who has been killed in the ncws>papers, shall ac- 
count to the clcik of tile parish wliert* such decease 
is reported ttl have happened ; or, if no phice is spe- 
cified, to the cleik of the paritili wheietlic person 
has resided for the greater part of the month pre- 
ceding, for a burial fee : and uUo before he is ad- 
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initted to any ball, rout, assembly, tavern, cliurch, 
drum, or cotfee-house, that he account to the said 
clei k for his regeiuTation, or new-christening fee ; 
and in cmsc the report was made without the privity 
and consent of the party, and if he shall be found 
not guilty of his own death, that then he shall have 
a fasliionable demand upon the publishers for the 
recovery of both fees to reimburse himself. 

Tins, sir, might put some stop to this very alarm- 
ing practice, so grievously to the disappointment of 
Widows, heirs, and expectants : or at least do some 
justice to that veiy respectable, but greatly injured 
body of parish-clerks, to which 1 have the honour to 
belong. 

1 am. Sir, 

Your most ohcdxeniy 

Humble servantf 
Thomas Bassoon. 
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idev tantum ttnu, ui eitres f Maetiai . 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

As 1 find you are a person who make the reforma- 
tion of mankind your care, and stand forth like 
^nolher Hercules to correct the irregularities and 
indiscretions which folly, vice, or that dnm^aning 
fickle thing, called fashion, give birth to ; 1 take the 
liberty of troubling you with my thoughts upon 
a species of animals, which at present are very 
numerous, and to be found in all public places of 
aniubcmcnt. But though 1 am going to give you my 



remarks upon this race of beings, 1 must conress that 
1 have never yet heard of any appellation by which 
they are distinguished. The futility indeed of the 
age, has occasioned many ridiculous and con- 
temptible persons to rise up among us, who, without 
aiming at any laudable purpose, or acting under the 
dictates of any principle, have formed tliemscives 
into clubs and societies, and assumed names and 
titles, as innocent of sense and meaning, as arc the 
piTsons themselves who bear lliem. Sucli are the 
lincfcsy and lilomhy and many more with 

which the news-papers hate from time to time made 
me acquainted. But the animals wliielt 1 would 
now j)lacc under your notice, are of a \ery diUcrent 
kind ; they arc, in short, a spirit s of ytmng men, 
who from a certain blind iin^mNe are always ram- 
bling up and down this town, and never fail to he 
present at all places of diversion, without Inning a 
taste or capacity to t'lijoy any. 

llponmv going latily to a capital play, I saw 
several of them sitting indeed with great order and 
decorum, but so inaltenlive, so iiulilliTent and un- 
moved through the wdude performance, wliilst tlic 
rest of the audience were all e}e and ear, that they 
appeared to me to he so many sialui*s 'J’lieir be- 
haviour surprised me extremely, and led me at the 
same time to aak myself for wliat purpose tliosc 
young sparks came to a play? and if, like (’^fo of 
old, it was only to go axjoay ? Tor if they never 
attend to what passes before them ; if they are not 
susceptible of those emotions, which a well- wrought 
scene raisTfS in every feeling breast ; if they do not 
follow the actor tlirough all the sweet delusion of 
his art : in short, if they do not, as other people do, 
laugh xuUh those that laughs and u^eep with those that 
tveen, what business have they there ? 

To judge indeed by their appearance, one would 
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imagme nothing could make them quit their tea-table 
and looking-glass. And yet» sir, no public place is 
free from them ; though, as (at as I can judge, the 
opera-house is their favourite haunt. To reconcile 
this seeming contradiction, I must inform you that I 
have studied and examined them with great atten- 
tion, and find their whole composition to consist of 
two ingredients only ; these arc self-admiration and 
insenstbilitu ; and to these two causes operating 
jointly and scparatel} , all their actions must be re- 
ferred. Hence it is, that they are always to be found 
in public places, where they go, not to see, but to be 
seen, not to hear, but to be heard. Hence it is that 
they are so devoted to the opera ; and here indeed 
they seem to be peculiarly directed by that power 
called ittitinct ; w'hich always prompts every crea- 
ture to pursue what is best and fittest for it. Now, 
the opera is to them, if I may use the expression, a 
very nursing mother, which feeds them with the pap 
of its own soft nonsense, and lulls and rocks them 
to tlieir desired repose. This is indeed their proper 
clement, and as if inspired by the genius of the 
place, I have sometimes seen them brighten up and 
appear with an air of joy and satisfaction. 

The mind, as well as the stomach, must have food 
fitted and prepared to its taste and humour, or it 
will reject and loath it ; now the opera is so good a 
cook, and knows so wtU to please the palates of these 
her guests, that it is wonderful to see with what an 
appetite they devour whatever she sets before them ; 
nay, so great is their partiality, that the food 
drest by another hand shall have no but 

minced and frittered by this their favourite, shdl be 
delicious. The plain beef and mustard of Shak- 
speare (though served up by very good cooks) turn 
tneir stomachs, while the maccaroni of Rolli, is, in 
tlieir opiuioo, a dish fit for the gods. Thus Julius 
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CflBsar, killed by the conspirators, never touches 
them : but Jtdio Chesare^ kilting himself, and singing 
and stabbingir'RRd stabbing and singing, till saran- 
like, he expires, is caro caro^ and divino. Scipio, 
the great conqueror of Afric, is with them a mighty 
silly fellow • but Shippione is a charming creature. 
It is evident then, that the food must be suited to the 
taste, as the taste to the food ; and as the waters of 
a certain fountain of Thessaly, from their benumb- 
ing quality, could be contained in nothing but the 
hoof of an ass, so can this languid and disjointed 
composition, find no admittance but in such heads 
as are expressly formed to receive it. Thus their 
insensibility appears as well in what they like, as in 
what they reject; and like a faithful companion, at- 
tends them at all times, and in all places : for I have 
remarked that, wherever they an^, they bring a mind 
not lo be changed by ime or place. However, as 
a play is the very touciistone of the passions, the 
neutrality which they so strictly observe^ is no where 
so conspicuous as at the theatres. There they arc 
to bS seen, one while wlicn tears arc flowing all 
around them, another when the very benches are 
cracking with peals of laughter, sitting as calm and 
serene, as if they liad nothing but their own innocent 
thoughts to converse with. 

Hpon considering their character and temper, as 
far as they can be guessed at by their actions, and 
observing the apathy in which they seem to be wrapt, 
1 once was inclined to think, that they might be a 
sect of ^nbsophers, who had adopted the maxims 
of the slmcl of old ; but when 1 recollected that a 
thirst after knowledge, contempt of pain, and what- 
ever is called evil, together with an inflexible recti- 
tude in all their actions were the characteristics of 
those sages, 1 soon perceived my mistake : for 1 can- 
not say that I ever found that these philosophers 
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practise any oi* those virtues. To speak the truth, it 
IS very dimcult to know in what class to place 
them, and under what denomination ought to 
pass. Were 1 to decide, I should at once pro- 
nounce them to belong to the vegetable world, 
and placc*thcm among the beings of still-life ; for 
tiiey seem too much under the standard ol their 
species to be allowed to rank with the rest of man- 
kind. To be serious, is it not strange that their 
heads and hearts should be impenetrable to all the , 
pa<;sions that affect the rest of the world ; nay, even 
more so than age itself, whose feelings Time with 
his icy hand has chilled, and almost extinguished ? 
and}et age with all its infirmities is more quick, 
more alive and susceptible of the ffner passions, than 
these sons of indifference in their prime and vigour 
of 3 ^outh, 

An old woman, whom I found at my side in the 
pit the other night, gave me an instance of the truth 
of this assertion. 8hc did justice both to the poet 
and the actors, and bestowed her applause plenti- 
fully, though never but where it was due. At the 
same time I saw several of thcs^e inanimate bodies 
sitting as unconcerned, as if they had not knoviii 
the language, or could not hear what was said upon 
the stage. 

It is a proverbial expression ( though perhaps a 
little injurious) to call an insipid and senseless poi- 
son of the male sex an old tvoman. For my part 1 
was so charmed with mine, that I will make no dis- 
respectful comparisons; but yet, sir, hojo^itempti- 
blc must these triflers be, wlio can be wTJlbne by a 
toothless old w^oman, in quickness, spirit, and the 
exertion of their faculties ? From a regard then to 
that agreeable and sensible matron, I will not liken 
these insensiblcs to those grave personages ; but yet 
I cannot forbear thinking that they approach very. 
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%o what is most like old women, old men ; and 
they mseroble the picture of those crazy beiugs 
ill the last^i^e of life, as drawn by that inimitable 
j^iter of human nature, Shakspeare : for these 
■Ew men, like his old men, are sans eyes^ sans carsy 
eocry thing. 

1 am, Sir, 

\ourjaiihJuly 
Humble servant; 

PlllLONOUS. 

. S. The verses undemeatli upon the same sub- 
^ as the letter, 1 venture to tack to it (like a bit 
Embroidery to a plain cloth), and if you think 
either or botti deserving any notice, you may pre« 
sent them with my service to the gentle reader. 

The Inscnsjblc. 

While crowded theatres attentive sity 
And loud applauses echo through the pity 
Unconscious of the cunning of the scency 
Sits smiling Florio with insipid mien. 

FiJc^d like a standing lakcy in duU reposcy 
Nogriqfy no joy his gentle bosom mows: 
Ni^TUliE ana Garrick no attention gain^ 

And hapless Wit darts all her etings in vaia : 
Thus on the Alps eternal frost appear y 
Which mock the changes of the various year; 
Iniensest suns unhecaed roll atoay^ 

And on iK impassive ice the lightnings ptog*^* 
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